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HONOURABLE AND MOST REVEREND 
Erie FATHER IN GOD, 


R 0 B E R T, 


BY DIVINE PROVIDENCE, 
' LORD ARCHBISHOP OF YORK. 


Mar fr PLEASE YOUR GRACE, 
HE defire of dedicating this be- 
ginning of my labours tg your 
race, fot the ſake of gaining that ſo- 
lid reputation which the app robation of 
fo accompli a Cenfor muſt, derive 
upon thoſe. who are honoured with it, 
is not my only motive for taking the pre- 
ſent liberty with you. I have an im- 
„E 
titude to your Grace, from very gene- 
rous Condeſcenſions and Encourage- 
e my Mi- 
niſtry. And I was anxious to convince 
1 A2 your 
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DEDICATION. 


I have advanced my Suppoſitions, will 
atone | for all my preſumption with 
minds like yours. On this plea there- 
fore I will chearfully reſt the iſſue with 
your Grace: that having thought much, 
and meant well, if I have erred, it is 
for the ſake of inſpiring the moſt im- 
proving and comfortable ideas of the 
important connections and dependen- 
cies of che preſent Life; of anima- 
ting Chriſtians at. this late period with 
the ardour of going on to Perfection; 
and mclining all ferious and well-diſ- 
poſed Scepties to a candid attention to 
the my of the Revolu- 
tions in the Human Nature and State, 
by ſhewing its 8 
beral Philoſophy, and its Sufficiency, 
not only to explain the Phænomena af 
this World, but to throw fuch a new 


* on the deriou * 
| a 


DEDICATION. 


of Heathen Poetry and Univerſal Tra- 
dition, as will reflect back a proportion 

able luſtre of evidence on the principles 
of our * Religion. 


I moſt fervently wiſh your Grace all 
the Conſolations which can remain for 
you in this Life; and I truſt your fu- 
ture Happineſs will give delight to Spi- 
rits who love to ſee Goodneſs recom- 
penſed with —_— and adorned with 
honours. | | | 

| May i pleaſe your Gnacr, 


Your Grace's much-obliged, 
| Maſt er Bo 
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ture in it pacſent State, Io. a true and 
— * —— 2 


p. ſet out, as it ſeems, 
with no farther view than a ſhort practical 
Diſcourſe on the Value of Things on the Earth. 
But the Vigour of his Genius carried him forth = 
into an extenſive field before he was aware; 
and, whether or not the labour of the diſqui- 
tion appeared too formidable to a mind long 
indulged in the luxuries of Poetry, he left his 
work unfiniſhed, after haying given a rich va- 
riety of tragical and ſatirical deſcription of hu- 
in a conſiſtent view. I have. been told he loſt 
a favourite manuſcript which. profeſſed to be a 
Continuation of his Eſtimate, and in deſpair 
never attempted . its * 
tents. * 


— 


| Many nsch Divines of 238 
while they contended earneſtly and ably for the 
ellen- 


PIR NFA CET 
eſſential Doctrines of Chriſtianity concern ning 


the Fall and Redemption of Mankind, feem to 
have loft ſight of the Nature of Both, and of 
the extenſive Acrumpanimenti of Man's Ruin 
and Recovery. They preſerved the Modus of 
the Seripture- Scheme of Salvation by the Of- 
ice of a Redeemer; but they eteated diſſatis- 
faction by ſuppreſſing the Rationale of its 
Progreſs, and the vaſt compaſs both of its 
Operation and Cataſtrophe. They funk, in 
ſhort, the Dignity of the Goſpel, as a plan of 
Divine Providence reaching forth in its influ- 
necs to the hole collected Fortunes of Man 
and retreſtrial Nature. 

E901 1 14445 144} an 

This overſighe of weis n 0 ads 
occaſioned; or '' greatly contiibuted to the 
Spread of à New Scheme of Theology, which 
explains away the one importatit idea which 
runs trough the Seffpttres, denies both the 
Fat and the Redemption, nor admits the ex- 
iſtence of any Diſforder in the Trtation. 


This New Scheme, 3s the Free-thinking 
teachers are no improving it apace, is become 
1 — 
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is the effbrt, Which, it ſeems; is 16 compleat 
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as Prags of  Miſfon to ſupport 
bis own Gere e 


the Redeemer, which are bereaſter to be ex- 
erted in th Removal of all human Infelicities. 


What a competent Guide muſt an Eſtima- 


tar 'of Human Life find in the Book of Goſ- 


Appel to the Weakneſs 


But here 


Conſolation, of Mist Power and Wikdom in 
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pels and Epiſtles, thus trimmed and curtailed by 
the dexterity of a modern Sceptic who, in the 
diſguiſe of a free-enquiring Chiiftian, delights 
in the appellation of Sober ànd Rational Di- 
vine! Had T'trufted to ſuch giidanve, me- 
thinks I ſhould have reſembled à Traveller by 
Night, carrying a _ Larithorti' With its Ln 
nr takets G 2 490 ar ner wuld to 

xt ? ___ 4514qriae vid arr 
; Day « own = plry, while engaged in-hettles. 
ſign of the "Diſeourſes,'P' would 
gladly: have exchanged ſuch à matilmed' New 
Teſtament for u few Verſes! of Ovid and He- 
tal Tradition; and that 'Edlogne in 'Virgit 
which is (tranſlated in parti from ont ef th 
Pruphecies of the Sibylls. eig d % m 
N d ut. 0% ©4883 Lira W. ei 9M 
This paſſion to be' fo rational in our Reli- 
gion as ta admit of nothing in bur Puitti tö 
charm the Imagination, ani mate the Affectivna, 
or ſolve: the Phænomena of Nature, s 
Diſeaſe which hath not ſpread much beyoud 
the precincts of 12 Nonconformity; {the 
flimſy eas No relaxes im) 
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where a wretched. Compound of Chriſtianity 


and Deiſm mow » ſeems to be the favourite 
Code, though entirely unprecedented by any 
Good Authorities in the Diſſent, who from | 
time to time have given an able affiſtance in the 
Cayſe, and concurred with the great Champions | 
of Chriſtianity in our Eſtabliſhment in ſtudying | 
the holy Scriptures, both of the Old and New 
Teſtament; aa; holding forth one conſiſtent 
praſpect of the Divine Diſpenifations from the 
Regimning of the World. We owe to their 
excellent Mede a broad Foundation, on which 
arleammed;Poſterity will be-prond to build. But 
it ſeems-to haye been reſetved for the Glory 
of Doctor Worthington, (chat Ring orna- 
ment of the Engliſh Church and Literature) 
like a Scribe inftrutted unto” rhe Kingdom of 
Gua to bring an of G Treaflure ings 
New nd Old, and to illuſtrate the Provi- 
dential OEconomy concerning; Man and the 
Globe he inhabits, in a mar clear and ſatis+ 
factory light than any One of his Prede - 
ceſſors. Aten 1 


1 
un - 


e 6 ; 0 f 
When I ſay that this eminent Scribe has 
brought Oli things out of his treaſure, I mean 
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Reformation had not been revived with the ve - 
neration they deſerve. With all humility 1 
am for reſtoring a few more of _— and 
giving at the ſame time 
thonlfom Went wil Mov. al the . 
Tradition, — ul 
7 as the doc- 
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CREATION in RUINS. 


Romans viii. 22. 


For we. know that the whole Creation groaneth 
and trguaileth in pain Sagether until now. 


"© underſjand the many-coloured Chart 
of human Life; whether it is the 
peachable Goodneſs ; whether it ſignifies no- 
thing, like à Dream, or has any ſerious ten; 
dency to ſome noble Iſſue, is a Satisfaction 
3 rio 
with inexprefiible Sollicitude. 


Before we can. yindicate the conduct of di- 
vine Providence towards the ſpecies of man- 
\king, it is neceſſary to 2 jaſt opi- 
nion, how melancholy ſoever it may appear, 
eie eee of himan fe. For 
ely repreſented, i in colours brigh- 
701 nature, no arguments can faurl 
m ſuch tion, to } 
t would be pleading de- 
if his caufe was a bad 


4 On CREATION In Ruins. 


the cauſe which it profeſſed to ſupport, till it 
be taken up afreſh on the ground of truth, 
and. examined through all its perplexities. 
Something very like this I apprehend to be the 
caſe with ſeveral attempts to defend the diſ- 
penſations of Providence to man, with which 
modern times have preſented us. Thoſe who 
had gone the deepeſt in their enquiries into the 
preſent ſtate of mankind, had produced a de- 
ſcription ſo exceedingly melancholy of the life 
of man, as me to require more" than hu: 
man abilities to reconcile it to the 
and juſtice of the Creator.” And ſuch was the 
rapidity and impatience of the human mind, 
that few were willing to have recourſe to that 
large plan of Providence, of which the pre- 
ſent ſcene is but an inconfiderable part, in or- 
der to ſatisfy themſelves with ſuch a complica- 
tion of evil as appeared to be collected in the 
world. The ſacred oracles lay open a moſt 
magnificent ſcheme of the divine go 
and wiſdom ; according to which the preſent 
Aerzen are tending to the nobleſt Cataſtrs- 
\ phe. But the ſuperficial ſpeculator on hu- 
man affairs, rejecting this light as unneceſ- 


ſary for his guidance, took upon him to deny 
. 


On CREATION in-Ruins. 8 


the reQitude, all-ſufficiency, and perfection 


of preſent appearances, independent of all re- 
ference to any remote and final diſpenſation, or 
- comprehenſive deſign of Providence. Experi- 
ence was contradifted, and Common af. 
fronted, by the partial and flattering 3 
of human life which was preſented. And the 
volatile and voluptuous, who abhor to think 
that Calamity exiſts, and threatens to inter- 
rupt their pleaſures, yielded a ready aſſent to 


| On CREATION IN Rvins. 


nen craſs u wo n every 
duction of God muſt, in its firſt fiate at leaſt, 


On CREATION IN Ruins. 
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8 On Cntarion IN Rovins. 


and device, gradually increaſing in the world, 
in proportion to the wickedneſs and 
abſurd refinement of human ſocieties. Thus 
we ſee, by the reſemblance between the Jewiſh 
account on the one hand of the Paradifiacal 
ſtate, and ſubſequent fall and of 
man, followed by i miſeries, and the 
Heathen- tation on the other hand, of 
the Golden Age, the Silver, the Brazen, and 
the Iron Ages, that man could not vindicate 
God as the Creator of the world in its preſent 
condition. And in ſhort, nothing ſeems more 
unreaſonable, than the ſuppoſition that the 
preſent ſtate, deformed as it 1s, was the original 
production of divine goodneſs and wiſdom. 


. The heavens, it is true, declare the glory of God, 
and "the ſheweth his handy work. And 
man has the ſtrongeſt reaſon to attribute all 
nature to its intelligent and amiable farſt Cauſe, 
whether the mountains, the valleys, the woods, 
-or the rivers aſtoniſh him ; whether the tame 
flocks of the paſture, or the wild rangers of the 
deſart entertain him; whether the verdure of 
the ſpring, or the rich regale of the autumn 
a him; or whether the thunder, the 
whirlwind, the volcano, or the inundation 


On CrEATION IN Ruins. 9 


alarms him: whether, in ſhort, he beholds 
Nature in her faireſt features, with her moſt 
pleaſant face which ſhe cari at preſent ſhew, 
or whether he ſees her diſtorted in the wildeſt 
diforder into which her corruptions can throw 
her. The good, beauty, and harmony, which 
we can at any time diſcern in any parts of na- 
ture, we juſtly reſolve into the wiſdom and 
beneficence of the Creator. And when we 
behold good counterfeited, contraſted, and 
blended with much evil, and perceive order and 
F 
n 
Chriſt's parable of the tares growing up with 
the wheat, An enemy hath done this ? It is 
Vice, which is the great enemy of nature, the 
parent of diſorder, „and miſery. 
And is not God the enemy of that which is 
the enemy of his creation? And will He 
ſuffer Vice to command the delights and plea- 
ſures of that ſtate of nature which is unpol- 
luted, and was intended for Innocence only ? 
No: where Sin enters, God will command the 
elements to puniſh it: malignant productions 
ſhall ariſe, which deface the fair form of crea- 
tion, and hold up to vice reſemblances of its 


equally juſt and natural to ſay, as in 


W to ſhock, to mortify, to re- 
ſtrain, 
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fide. Do not ſay then, that the fi 
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to On CREATION th Ruing 


duſtrious to introduce new and ſtill newer 
miſeries into the world, and to produce more 
and more evil out of the corrupted ſtate of na- 
ture in which Juſtice has ordained her to re- 


uperinten- 
dance of God cannot be concluded, if it is 
inſiſted on that the creation is in ruins : for 
the glory of God is manifeſt in thoſe ruins. 
Had the wickedneſs of man brought on no 
ical alteration_ in nature; had Sin been 
unchaſtized, and permitted to enjoy the firſt 
ſweets of a paradiſiacal ſtate, where then would 
have been our evidences of the government of 
a wiſe and good ſuperintendant ? Would it not 
have appeared, that the great power of nature 


' was partial to vice, or at leaſt not its deter- 


mined enemy, nor the holy and unpalluted 
patron of virtue and moral excellence? It be- 


came therefore the wiſe providence of God, as 


the enemy of vice, and the patron of innocence 
and virtue, to ordain, upon the entrance of 
fin into the world, that the integrity and 
beauty of his original creation ſhould no longer 
appear ; and that Vice ſhould ſuffer under all 


the miſeries which ſhe is ſtudious to bring on, 


On CREATION iN Rufus, 11 


and more which the affronted elements can 
inflict. Thus Nature herſelf takes u arms 
againſt vice; and the Vorid, the Uni | 
as fays the author of the book of Wiſdom, 


worthily of their reaſonable nature, were pu- 
niſhed in fuch a ſtate as this; or if an order of 


marks and memorials of that great ſhock in 
n 


I2 ON CREATION IN Roins. 

ſhew us what creation was, and how liberal 
was the univerſal Parent in his intentions from 
— 


Did the firſt of human beings weep, the 
moment when he became conſcious that he was 
animated with the breath of life? Or did God 
from the beginning give this law of Tears 
to the Birth-Day of creatures formed in his 
own image? Was it deſigned from the firſt, 
that the rational foul ſhould ſhudder at its 
entrance into life, as if it trembled for the 
- conſequences of exiſting? We receive life re- 
lactantly at firſt; hold it all along without 
content ; and are unwilling at laſt to let it 
go. Does this look like the firſt fair mo- 
del of God's creation? Was life given, only 
to be taken back, after firſt being embittered 
by infirmity and diſeaſe? Was mari created, 
only that he might feel the diſguſt and dif- 
of mean purſuits which he is 
neceſſitated to engage in? Were the powers 
of the human mind given, only to be ob- 
ſured, and held inative, while the moſt ig- 
nominious are continually excited, 
and kept above the influence of reaſon ? Did 
God make all men for nought, the great ma- 

. ; jority | 
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other purpoſe than to imprint more deeply the 
ſtamp of Vanity upon the works of God and 
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He who' meaſured the waters in the bollow of 
bis hand, in hi 
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part of the ſyſtem ; that one generation ſhould 
not-riſe, but upon the downfall of a former ; 
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cannot we be — that this work 
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a blemiſh, and we were informed by a ſupe- 
rior being, that the orb Jupiter is in a ruined 
condition. We ſhould hardly conclude from 
thence that the inhabitants of that orb had 
any right to be Atheiſts, or to 
the want of evidences of the perfections 
government of God, furniſhed, as they 
parently are, with ſuperior for 
aſtronomy, which muſt ſhew them that their 
orb is but a point in the univerſe. And 
what is the ruin of this orb of ours,” or that 


of 
and 
ap- 


the -millions of habitable: ſpheres which move 
in the illimitable womb of ſpace ! It is ab- 
ſurd to reaſon from the condition of this 
world to that of other orbs, ſince it is rea- 


O CREATION 1n Ruins. 


ſhape it according to real life, the premiſes 
would not ſuffice him for any one moral at- 
of God. He views Nature in a flat- 
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18 Ox CREATION IN Ruins. 


cries of penury and bondage in all the fœtid 
avenues of the lordly capital. 


To work up a flattering repreſentation of 
the ſtate of things in this world, to mag- 
nify its conveniencies the life, and to 
be enamoured with the falſe order and de- 
corum which ſubſiſts in the ſubordinations 


and diſtinctions of civil ſociety, ſhews a nar- 
row and pedantic mind, devoid of all taſte 
for the ſimplicity of nature, and formed, by 
a depravity of ſpirit, to an approbation of 
. deformity, and delight in things adulterated. 

This 1s the moſt piteous malady of the foul, 
- which prevents all thoſe feelings which a ſtate 
of miſery was deſigned to excite, and bars 
out the improvement with which God in- 
tended to refine us. It is Vice, in ſhort, 
cowardly and diſpirited, revelling in ber chains. 


Nor will this doctrine of a world in ruins - 
be ſhaken by another objection, which draws , 
itſelf from the-correſpondence of part to part 
throughout the whole ſyſtem in our view. 
We are told, that foraſmuch as one cauſe 
conforms itſelf to another to produce an effect, 
therefore all things were deſigned ab origine to 
be no other than they are. Let it then be 

2 5 alked, 
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aſked, is not the ſame conformity of cauſes to 
produce certain effects, as neceſſary to make a 
ſtate of Ruin what it is, as it would be to 
conſtitute a ſtate of uniform perfection? 
Who doubts that the defigning mind of God 
prefides with equal vigilance over a ſyſtem in 
ruins, that its purpoſes may be anſwered, as 
over a ſyſtem totally unimpaired? It is equally 
part of his plan, and within the great circuit 
of his dominion. Thus the medicinal weed 
grows for the uſe of the diſtempered animal ; 
the dog has an inſtinct for the ſervice of his 
maſter in the ſavage chace ; and the horſe has 
a furniture in his nature for the part he eager 
faſtains in the field of battle. What of 
this? It proves no more than that the ſtate of 
ruin is a conſiſtent ſtate ; ſhewing us that the 
divine hand was not paſſive in the ſubverſion 
of felicity. . For had man not been 
a diftempered animal, a blood-thirſty for- 
reſter, and a quarrelfome, abſurd citizen, 
where then had been the medicinal weed, the. 
' ſervitude of the dog, and the military genius of 
the horſe? In ſhort, * when God was about 
to chaſtiſe the human ſpecies for their devi- 
ation from the law of nature and reaſon, he 
gave command to the whole ſyſtem of the 
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world to conſpire in the execution of his pur- 
poſes, and to form one conſiſtent plan of mi- 
ſery and puniſhment. But will it follow, that 
the ſame cauſes which operate now to pro- 
duce the effects which we daily ſee and lament, 
operated from the beginning, and produced all 
the wild work under which at preſent the Cre- 
ation groans ? As well might we conclude, that 
this world itſelf had not a commencement, 
but exiſted from eternity, by neceſlity of na- 
ture, in its preſent mode. Or where is the 
difference between the abſurdity of ſuch an 
argument, and that of a beggar, who ſhould 
urge, that his preſent ſtarving condition in 
rags and penury, is ſufficient to overthrow all 
teſtimony of hiſtory and tradition, that his an- 
ceſtors, a century backward, were men of rank 
and property ? 


But I haſten to join iſſue with the ſoundeſt 
and moſt enlarged reaſonings of philoſophy. 
A circumſtance, which perhaps would hardly 
be expected in an advocate for the Moſaic 
old traditional repreſentation of the 


integrity and ſubſequent demolition. of 
ſyſtem. Far be it from me to ſuggeſt, 
diſorder 1s prevalent * the whole. 
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if confuſion preponderates, fo far as we ex- 
tend our examination? How narrow is our 
| of the univerſe! And how ſhort a 
ſpace of duration have we before us, in which 
we can trace preſent things to their cauſes, or 
follow them to their conſequences, hereafter to 
be produced! Happineſs, without doubt, is 
progreſſive upon the whole. But we perceive, 
in all the minuter parts of nature, retrogra- 
dations, which are uſually followed by an ac- 
celerated advancement towards perfection. 
Compared to theſe, the whole ſyſtem of this 
ſtate of mankind is one great retrogradation. 
But when conſidered as part of a moſt com- 
prehenſive plan, which poſſibly involves in its 
compaſs antecedent ftates of being, now loſt 
in the vacuum of paſt eternity, and oblitera- 
ted in the flux of things, together with a 
future, unbounded ſucceſſion of ages, and in- 
numerable new ſcenes, ſtates and modes of 
being, to be exhibited without end, to what 
a point is the whole hiſtory of this world, with 
all that ſupplement which remains to be added 
to it, reduced in a moment! It is no more 
than one cold day's check to the .growth of a 
vegetable, which ſhoots up with redoubled 
vigour, and more ſurprizing beauties, under 
Shes the 
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the beams of the next morning's unclouded 
fun. In ſhort, the diſorder which prevails in 
our world, for a limited courſe of =: 
only of one vaſt, orderly ſcheme of 
wiſdom and goodneſs ; and bears its pro- 
portion in that great, myſterious chain, 
which traverſes all time, and connects the 
r 


government. 


Let us advert then to. the apoſtle. The 
creature was made fubjef# to vanity, not willing- 
ly, but by reaſon of Him who bath ſubjetted the 
ame in hope : Becauſe the Creature itſelf alſo ſhall 
be delivered from the bondage of corruption into 
the glorious Liberty of the children of God. For 
we know that the whole Creation groaneth and 
travaileth in pam together until now. The 
preſent, then, is not the ſtate of God's ori- 
ginal creation ; unnatural and malignant pro- 
ductions have mingled among the works of his 
hands ; the preſent attainments of human na- 
ture fall ſhort of the deſigns of divine wiſdom 
and goodneſs ; men are under a conſtitution 
of diſcipline, preparatory to a grand cataſtro- 
Phe, — card att 


23 
human mind: in ſhort, the whole Creation 
gruaneth and travaileth in pain, till it ſhall teem 
with a new birth of Nature. 
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This doctrine may afford us a ſatisfactory 
guidance in eſtimating human life. For we 
- ſhould have ſmall reaſon to put any high va- 
lue upon the preſent life, if we were conpeliad 
to cohceive of the ſtate of the world as the 
beſt ſcene of things which was planned by the 
Creator. On this ground we may account for 
human miſery in general; without laying any 


evil or imperfection at the charge of divine 
Providence. And I farther apprehend, that 


we may be enabled to explain the account, or 
picture, of the Fall of Man, and gain a more 
grand, rational, and ſcriptural view of the 
Redemption, than we can attain by the help 
of any other hypotheſis. | 


From what has been ſaid, it may appear, 
that Patience and Reſignation, with the ten- 
dereſt feelings of Benevolence, are the great 
leſſons which we have to learn in this ſtate of 
rigorous diſcipline. To theſe let us join an 
abhorrence of all- moral evil, For our ſup- 
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port and conſolation in the worſt of circum- 
ſtances, and the maſt gloomy of proſpects, 
let us contemplate the extent of that great 
ſalvation, which is treaſured up in the cha- 
racter and adminiſtration of Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. And when we look round upon the 
blemiſhes of nature, the deformities "x crea- 
tion, the irregularities of fortune, and the 
aggregate miſeries of mankind, let us be 
thankful for the proſpe& of an univerſal re- 
novation. For not only man, but the whole 


ſyſtem of this world calls aloud for its Re- 
deemer. 
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Pſalm lxxiii. 11, 12, 13. 


And they ſay, How doth God know? and is there 
knowledge in the moſt High ? Behold, theſe are 
the ungodly who proſper in the world, they in- 
creaſe in riches. Verily I have cleanſed =y 
heart in vain, and waſhed my hands in inno- 

cency. 


S the terraqueous globe 1s but 
enlightened by the viſitation of the ſun, 
(one half of it being involved in the ſhades of 
night) ſo in the condition of human life, there 
are two ſides to be viewed; one bright and 
pleaſant, and the other gloomy and unchear- 
ful. Whoever therefore is deſirous of eſti- 
mating the life of man, muſt not take up his 
opinion from a partial ſurvey: to which he 
may find himſelf inclined, if not ſtrongly 
3 by the pleaſing or diſagreeable cir- 
cumſtances in which he is placed, or by the 
peculiar caſt of temper, volatile or torpid, 
which he owes to nature, and in which | his 
fortunes may have confirmed him, It is ne- 


ceſſary in every diſquiſition to be diveſted of WM 


OW, and free from paſſion ; but pecu- 
liarly 
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liarly ſo in this; becauſe the ſubject involves 
in it the experiences of the eſtimator himſelf ; - 
who is apt to throw his own feelings into the 

ſcale with too heavy a hand, and to paint 
every ſcene with the ſame prevailing colours 
which diſtinguiſh the Proſpect of his own ſi- 
tuation. Human life is an extenſive proſpect; 
and that the whole may be made viſible, light 
muſt be let in upon it in all its quarters. 
We muſt take a view of every period and 
ſtate of it ; contraſt its ſorrows and its joys ; 
and not only conſider that it is very much 
chequered in the ſucceſſive fortunes of indi- 
viduals, but greatly diverſified in the total 
of all. We muſt congratulate the 
proſperous, and mourn over the unfortunate. 
We muſt rejoice with the ſound in body and 
mind, and viſit the diſeaſed, the decrepid, and 
the inſane. We muſt attend to the muſic and 
the eloquence of the free-man, and lend an 
ear to the mournful ſounds which ariſe from 
the chains and ſupplications of the ſlave. 
From viewing with horror the agonies of guilt, 
we muſt turn to behold the ſerenity of con- 
ſcious virtue. The pains of ſuſpicion, where 
want of principle is the bane of ſociety, muſt 
be placed in oppoſition to the oe @ 
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dential friendſhip, founded on che baſis of 
difintereſted virtue. And * all, the anxie- 
ties and ſorrows produced by the mortality of 


our nature, muſt be placed in a ſcale which is. 
to be counterbalanced by the comforts afforded. 


Alu ke . 8 Cori e Baby hy | 


iſtence, 


After all this is done, we ſhall Ain be uns 
ble to form an eſtimate of human 


life, A all the preſent 
Cauſes, and fol- 


to which 


have a true notion of the life of our 
rer 


it what it is. Ne cpm 900 hat dn Up | 
controulable fatality did not 'ordain it to be | 


ſuch ; or that there is any 


ſuperm- 


tendence, over-ryling it for good. And if he 
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with the great purpoſes in 
which it is 4 to terminate, he cannot 


aſcertain its true uſe and benefit, nor comſe. 

quently fix on it its juſt and merited” value; 
© thai Bd clave he n en Kiity 
inoft ue kawedge of its profine Bate! 
excluſive of the fore-mentioneq nn 
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In theſe reſearches, our reaſon and obſerva - 
Bon muſt be diligently employed; but the 
Revelation from God muſt take the principal 
lead, and is abſolutely necęſſary to guide us to 
Truth and ſatisfaction. Revelation will in- 
form us, as far as we can need to know, of 
the great myſtery of man's preſent exiſtence, 
And, when the magnificent ſcheme of God, 
as reveale in the ſcriptures, is laid open be- 
fore us, we ſhall be able to point out fuch 
ſtriking cixcumſtances attending it, anſwer- 
ing in every part to the preſent ſtate of hu- 
man nature, as will form a new argument for 
the truth of the reyelation which has inſtructed 
us; and ſhew, by fſatisfaftory deduction, that 
the fame Hand which governs the world and 
preſided over that great revolution which threw 
it into its preſent mode, was employed in the 
delivery of the geiped of N 


be duck Gde of men un n ans in the 
view of the pſalmiſt, when he put the words 
of my text into the mouths of virtuous and 
religious men. And they ſay, Haw doth God 
know? and is there knowledge in the maſt High ? 
Behold, theſe are the ungodly who preſper in the 
world, they increaſe in righes. Veri I bave - 
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chanſed my heart in vain, and waſhed my ; hands 


On this fabject I will give Suns 
repreſentation of the triumphant fate of vice 
over virtue in the world, —_ 

— GPL | 


| That vie peer totally over views, is not 
Fortunately for virtue, it is not in the 
rr 
valuable advantages. 
mand the approbation of itſelf, awe and re- 
verence even from the worſt of men, the: 
eſteem and love of the beſt, the favour of the 
ſapreme arbiter, and the proſpect of a re- 
not long to be delayed. Health 


— 


Reputation, outward quiet, and proſperity i- | 
ſelf are ſometimes in her gift. But too often, 


in this bad world, theſe her natural rights are 
wreſted from her hands, and the ſevereſt blows 
of Fortune are dealt to her without lenity. 
Let us ſee how it frequently fares with virtue 
in the of life. Scarcely is the fa- 
ther's board adorned with a farrounding off-. 


Virtue can. always com- 


compence 
and long life are frequently in ber diſpoſal. 


ſpring, but the melancholy hiſtery of human 


life, and the hard fate of virtue, may be. 
96 
| 12 
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I ſpeak of the parent, whoſe judgment 
happineſs both for himſelf and his poſterity 


2 


is 
corrupted by the luxuries of an artificial life, 
and who ſuppoſes it to ariſe from wealth and 
greatneſs in the tumult of cities, not from the 


plain ſimplicity of a rural and quiet compe-' 
| tence. Alas! what wants fuch a parent to teach 
his children, but the arts of riſing and figur- 
ing in the world? As many accompliſhments 
as the age admires muſt. be taught them. 
| And juſt as much virtue, or rather juſt as 
much of the aj of it, as 1s requiſite 
to preſerve an outward decency of character, 
1s the full extent of the moral. part of educa- 
tion. The prudent parent, being ſenſible of 
the diſadvantages to which a genuine princi- 
ple of virtue would expoſe them in the world, 
is far from being anxious to inculcate to his 
children the pureſt ſentiments of moral ex- 
cellence. Is he favoured with a child of ex- 
quiſite ſenſibility, and a temper the moſt ami- 
able; a child given to reflection, and open to 
every good impreſſion? He deſpairs of rear- 
ing it to his purpoſe. Its feelings, its good 
heart will be its ruin (for ſo he concludes), and 
defeat all his projects for its aggrandizement. 
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ſupplanted amidſt a thouſand competitors, 
who make no ſcruple to take. other paths to 
ſucceſs beſides that of honour, and overleap 
all boundaries, deterred by no prohibition! 
Nor is true virtue in general able to obtain 
Reputation. It is true, there are ſome quali- 
ties belonging to virtue, which acquire a good 
report among men. But do not call thoſe 
characters virtuous, which generally avail 
themſelves of it. Men who have made them- 
ſelves remarkable for certain ſpecious qualities, 
and have raiſed their characters to fame, have 
often. put upon the world a moſt odious cheat, 
and, under cover of an external purity of 
manners, have carried on deſigns of the black- 
eſt guilt. Theſe are the perſons who ſtudy to 
acquire a reputation for virtue, They labour 
hard for it; and they moſt frequently ob- 
tain it. They have. their reward, fays our 
Saviour. The truly virtuous are leaſt ſoli- 
citous about the judgment of the world. They 
are not oſtentatious, having neither baſeneſs 
to conceal, nor wicked purpoſes to accom- 
pliſh, with the aid of popular applauſe. They 
will not court the fmiles of a multitude, nor 
labour for human praiſe. And therefore they 


ſeldom obtain it. Real virtue is an object 
which 
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which men reverence rather than love. 'Wick- 
ed men find themſelves leſſened, reproved, and 
chaſtized by a virtuous example. No ſooner 
has an exalted character made its appearance 
in the world, than it was pointed at' with the 
its excellence was quickly attributed to the 
baſeſt motives, and blackened with the venom 
of detraftion. This has been the fate-of all 
the ſhining lights and illuſtrious ' reformers 


of mankind in every, age, philoſophers, pa- 
triots, virtuous poets, - ſatyriſts, preachers, 
prophets, apoſtles, and the immortal Jeſus at 
their head. Truth and vice are always in a 
ſtate of hoſtility; and the teachers of the 
truth are ever ſure of an in the man 


of the world. It behoves therefore the world- 


ly. wiſe, who for ſiniſter ends are. deſirous 7 


popular reputation in an abandoned age, to 
„ tee igang dong. 
the world will bear: for if they ſhould ſeem 
to be truly and  inflexibly upright, in defiance 
of ſuch maxims as are found requiſite to ſup- 
port any prevailing cuſtoms, or authorized in- 
ſtitutions, they will defeat their own ſchemes 
* It is the part then of the 
1187 D 2 diſſembler 
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repreſentation of the viſion which ſhewed 
Adam the future fortunes of his 


Of middle age one ring, emment 
In wiſe deport, ale much of right and wrong, 
Of fuftice, of religion, truth and peace, 
And judgment from above. Hem old and young 
Exploded, and had ſeized with violent hands, 

Had not a cloud deſeending fnatch'd him thence, 
Unjeen amid the throng. 

Which of the prophets, fays St. Stephen to the 
Jews, bave not your fathers perſecuted? What 
a hiſtory does the nither of the Mehoows ghee 
us of the ancient worthies | It is a ſummary 
hiſtory, and contains almoſt every ſpecies of 
tragedy. They bad trials Dr mockings and 
ſcourgings, yea motever of bonds and impriſonment. | 
(with the ſanction, it ſeems, of the forms of law.) 
They were floned, they were ſwan afunder, were 
tempted, (i. e. enticed by promiſes, and fright- 
ened by tortures, to draw them into a deſertion 
of God and virtue,) were loin with the ford. 
They wandered about in ſheep-ſi 
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caves of the earth. They fled for ſafety from the 
ſociety of men, and ſought aſſociation rather 
with leſs ſavage beaſts. Againſt whom have 
the moſt violent perſecutions in hiſtory been 
raiſed? Againſt the profeſſors of true reli- 
gion. To what purpoſe have the fires of. hell 
been lighted up on earth? To conſume the 
bodies of the beſt ſervants of the Almighty. 
Who have endured the fierceſt tortures of the 
Inquiſition ? Either genuine Chriſtians, who 
have aſſerted the uncorrupt truths of the goſ- 


pel; or ſincere Jews, who faw Chriſtianity in 


ſo deformed a ſhape that they could not em- 
brace it, being ſhocked at e 


Be 


The hardſhips under which Virtue n 
in the world, are multiplied and augmented 
by the p and exaltation of vice. 
Virtue firſt hinders her own ſucceſſes by vo- 


. luntary reſtraints upon herſelf. And then her 


natural enemy employs the power which ſhe 
eaſily acquires, to increaſe her difficulties. 
Let us now conſider the triumphant ſtate of 
Vice, having thus far deſcribed the ſufferings of 
Virtue. Let any one take a view of the ge- 


xperi- 
enced in the preſent, and obſerve whether ſome 
degree of vice is not regularly neceſſary in the 
compoſition of a fortunate character. To ob- 
tain the favour and ion of the men of 
the world, there muſt be an exceſs of com- 
pliance, which facrifices every moral feeling. 
There muſt be a hardineſs which is not eaſily 
ſhocked by the propoſal of any enormity. 
Along with theſe qualities, there muſt be the 
art of covering, or of treating wicked actions 
with an air of indifference, as if their ma- 
lignity was not manifeſt, or keeping out of 
view the heinouſneſs of a crime, and laying 
falſe colours on every circumſtance. For when 
one wicked man is to render himſelf of im- 
portance to another, by a ſubſerviency to his 
baſe deſigns, he is ſtill to obſerve a 
when any unjuſtifiable buſineſs is the ſubject 


of diſcourſe, nor intimate a thought which 


- - conveys the leaſt conſciouſneſs of a crime in 


the undertaking. It would diſcover ſuch a 
diſqualification for intrigue as would ſeparate 
him for ever from the herd of creatures who 
are to riſe to power by their ſervices to thoſe 
who are poſſeſſed of it before them. In this 
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purſuit, whenever wrong is committed, it muſt 
be committed under the notion of right. One 
half of the world are to be deceived ; and the 
other half (who are in the ſecret) muſt be flat- 
tered with a diſguiſed repreſentation from thoſe 
who know their ſentiments. It 
ſhould be obſerved therefore, that it is not 
bold and bare-faced vice, which is likely to proſ- 
per, but vice full of art, which knows how 
to conceal, and can always appear ſpecious; 
can deceive the weak, and flatter the conſcious 
wicked. For it has very ſeldom been in the 
of Vice to advance itſelf high 
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only to lock into Fact, for a proof 
vailing influence of Vice over the fortunes of 
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virtue did es and. gay people of 
thoſe times acquire their abundance and their 
ſplendour, Did Socrates periſh, becauſe Vir- 
tue was faſhionable and powerful in Athens ? 
Did Seneca bleed under the adminiſtration of 
a juſt and amiable Emperor ? Was the Son of 
Gad crucified by the deſire of a virtuous peo- 

ple, and at the infligation of pious and hea- 
2 prieſthood ? or was it . 
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ouſneſs which gave law in the various countries 
where the Apoſtles were ſlain, and which drew 
the ſword of perſecution againſt them and 
their converts? But to make ſhort of this 
deſcription, (horrid as it is) what fort of be- 
ings have been the majority of monarchs, 
men at the pinacle of human glory, 2 
kings, and variouſly titled Sovereigns, who 
have abuſed the confidence and trampled on 
the freedom of mankind in all ages and coun- 
tries? Has it appeared by the eminent exam- 
ples of theſe exalted perſonages, that Virtue 
has a controuling power over Fortune, and 
leads on to worldly ſucceſs and greatneſs ? 
Surely if this was a true repreſentation of the 
preſent lot of Virtue, we ſhould: have had the 
ſatisfaction to ſee it exhibited in thoſe charac- 
ters which have preſided at the head of human 
affairs, and dealt happineſs or miſery to the 
depending nations. Surely if this world was a 
ſtage where good men have regularly the' ad- 
vantage over the bad in reſpect to outward fe- 
licity, we ſhould have been always governed 
by wiſe and righteous princes ; the Saints 
would have ſwayed the ſceptres of dominion ; 
and every emperor and king would have _= 
a Lawgiver, a Prophet, a Father, and a. 
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viour to his ſubjects. In TIP 
kings, we ſhould not have been ſhocked by 
their adulteries, inceſts, dark aſſaſſinations, 
maſſacres, depopulations ; nor tempted to be- 
lieve, as the goſpel alſo repreſents, that the 
tings of the wield and Her? gary have! Yeah 
uſually difpoſed of by an influence quite op- 
Polite to truth and virtue. For might it not 
ſeem, from the characters of moſt 
monarchs, that the enemy of righteouſneſs _ 
had planted his guilty angels in the thrones of - 
human dominion, rather than that God had 
ſent them as his vice-geqSrents among us? 
But, laſt of all, if it was the preſent ſcheme 
of the divine adminiſtration to reward virtue 
and piety with the external felicities of life, x 


might we not with peculiar good reaſon ex- * 
pect to find, both in the preſent and paſt ages 
of the church, the dignived ſpiritual perſons, N 
the ' eccleſtaſtics ¼ rank and order, 
bearing a true and unfeigned reſemblance to 'Y 
the immaculate hierarchies of the heavenly re- 1 
in the. church of God, by hy- 
Poeriſy, by diſſembled faith, by —_ in- 
Ke, e. 2 fob”, Me: > 


we ſhould not have heard of 
eſs in 579 places, religious im- 
27 7 2 * 


, raifing itſelf to wealth IT, 
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e which gave tow in unte TIP 
where the Apoſtles were ſlain,” and which'drew 
the fword of perſecution againſt them and 
their converts? But to make ſhort of this 


deſcription, (horrid: as it is) what fort of be- 
ings have been the majority of © monarchs, 
men af the pitnicle of Tniman"glory, <rperors, 


the freedom of mankind in all ages and coun- 
tries? Has it appeared by the eminent exam- 
ples of theſe exalted perſonages, that Virtue 

'- has a controuling power over Fortune, and 
bes on to worklly facerks and greatneſs ? | 
Surely if this was a true of the 
t lot of Virtue, we ſhould have had the 
ion to ſee it exhibited in thoſe charac- 
ener 
| depending nations. Surely if this world was a 
A regularly the' ad- 


Tk Chas Coden 
and every emperor and king ceo wean ie oa 
* a Prophet, a Father, and a Ba- 
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nature to the Popes? So that not only 
| count of the Papacy being the great 
of idolatry, vice, ſuperſtition, and 

| might the Pope be ſtyled 
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THE PREDOMINANCE or VICE. oil a, 


_— e e 
peared which I have given of human affairs, 


purſues them at firſt, not out of the road 
virtue, but with more ardour and deſire to 
obtain them than is well- conſiſtent, or at leaſt 


| prevail over the other. his regarc 
or his affection for the riches and pleaſures 
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moſt likely to quarrel with that friend, which he 
has found. leſs . beneficial to him than he ex- 


pected ; and that the ſplendours 


and gaieties of 


the world will attract him with a ſtronger force, 


Serre 
more Why ſhould Youth 


be deceived into the * virtue by promiſes 
on? Why is not Virtue 


not to be 
left to ſtand on her own proper baſe, and re- 
commended. by her natural motives ? Is ſhe 
ſo deftitute of motives, that ſhe needs the ad- 
dition of fuch viſionary proſpects as the wealth 
and ſplendour of this world? Cannot the 
path of goodneſs be recommended to Youth, 
without a. pgenuons. cxaggeraſign, of "its ag 
Let us be content then to reduce 
I No th is 
motives, without one borrowed charm, or the 
promiſe of. one ſingle advantage which it can- 
not infallibly command. And let the child 
no longer be deceived, to its future diſappoint- 


ment and diſcouragement. . Let us try if the 


natural attractions of Virtue are not 
to engage the youthful boſom. in her favour. 
What though we cannot inſure to him wealth 
and greatneſs, or the applauſe of a wicked ge- 
2 Aenne 
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ceal it from him, that worldly diſappointments 
are neceſſary 


and injuries from bad men 
lot of the inflexibly upright and generous ? Is 
not the approbation of his own heart a trea- 
fare more to be valued than the empty com- 
mendations of miſtaken men? The conſci- 
| ous of the divine favour is certainly 
ſufficient to render the human mind ſuperior 
| to the frowns of fortune. And the rational 
and confirmed of immortality in a 
future ſtate of retribution, is able to 
inſpire fortitude enough to bear a ſhort contt- | 
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virtue will give. them riches and honours: It 
is true, an apoſtle ſays, bo is be that will harm 
you, if ye be of that which is good 2, But 
do not con from hence that it is Scripture- 
doctrine, that virtue or religion will make all 
men your friends. This . apoſtle, alas l ex- 
perienced too much of the contrary. And he 
ſuppoſes in the very next verſe, that you may 
poſlibly ſuffer for: righteouſneſs-ſake. Who is he 
that will arm you? He does not mean, that 
no one will be diſpoſed to injure you; But he 
means, who is he that will, or can, do you 
any real harm, deprive you of your tro hapys- | 
_ neſs, your inward peace, and your exalted ex 

pectations? And ff ye ſuffer, {ys he, for 
righteouſneſt-ſake, happy are ye. And be not 
afraid of their terror, neither be troubled. Thus 


alſo, Godlineſi hath promiſe of the life that now is, 
as well as of that which is to come, In. what 


ſenſe? certainly not the promiſe of gratideur, „ 
human applauſe, riches, caſe, and uninter- 
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theſe 'ttiotives, his 'a mind 'which ' cannot be 
made truly good by the afſunines-of his com- 


ttanding the longeſt 'feries-of: fucceſs. 
This indeed. AGE thy no proper motive to 


Virtue: becauſe it is u motive, Which would 
determine any one for vier, the aſ- 
— 'tritiaſedrei. 1 ſappoſe therefore it 
Will be allowed me, that the doctrine I laid 
down on the nt ſtate of vice over 
virtue with reſpect to the fortunes of this 
world, does not rob the cauſe of religion of 
any eſſential motive or ſanction, but rather 
fixes it on its proper footing, and points dut 


r — 


_ minds of thoſe Who are to take our 


i felicity that is"t6 be ſeen in the preſent 
2 . that which is intended 

the good Father ef men for the reward of 
Trvants; They Thould be taught to look 
forward beyond the Auration of "the preſent 
3 n for their ſtate of reſt and retribution ; 
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e of men in tüttiultuous 'cities, full 
of, refinement, and full r the fate ting bf 
"© every thing that corru ind "degrades Human 
Bore Ber have given file th Imbarurat'\eajrs, 
„ Utinatzirat.” „ and unngtural " paſſions. 
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"ap artificial channel; and to thouſand" 
K age a "as; that a « ripe 
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from this unnatural rage may 3 traced * — 
"every evil which we bv now been deploring. 
155 1s this which lays yirtue under all its diſad- 
” -. and' furniſhes” vice with its exalted 
9 Look into th he villages, where leaſt of 
The art” arid fer tion of inan js to be ſeth, 
and you will find virtue in proportion poſſeſſ- 
. ach antages, -and vice more fee- 
— In Mort, God bath made 
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man up#ight, (to uſe the words of Solomon) 
but they have ſoug maiy inventions. And to 


bf out 
fum up the argument in one word, If God 
hath furniſhed men with a fountain of living 
water, he is not anfwerable for their cifterns, 
if they bold no water. DE ds 


The improvement of 1 ſtate of human 
life depends much upon the diſcretionary con- 
duct of men. Men have made it what it is by 
their departure from Nature ; and men muſt 
do much towards the revival of its original feli. 
city, by their return to the fountain they had 
forſaken. Not that they are to be their own 
Redeemers. There is a Redeeiner, under the . / 

influence of whoſe religion their manners will << 


gradually be corrected; and the whole courſe of 
nature around them will keep pace, in its return 
to 


perfection, with the advances they make in 

the cultivation of their moral abilities. When 
Will Society become leſs artificial? When will 
men begin to improve by the woeful experience 
of many centuries ? When will the Revelation 
from Heaven be believed, underſtood, admired, 
and regarded? Does God preſerve the world 
from generation to generation, never to be 
. eee 
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ginal integrity ? Shall = coptigne tots buſt i 


the wildeſt diſorder, and pany, yy by in eve 
2 a horrid monument 

0 of the Pape, of. Dries Wikies) Ava 
ſhall the Revelation of the divine will and coun- 
tils be abortive in its addreſs to the human heart 
and. faculties ? Far from it. We are certified 
that the R is fure, and that the Fiat of 
God, which demands a Reftitution of all things, 
ſhall be accompliſhed in its extent. 
Men, however, muſt with Provi- 
dence, and with Nature, in the work of their 
Recovery. Vice is to be reduced to in 


her to her fate. And when the day arrives for 
the reſtoration of Virtue to her ancient ri 


and ruin; but Men maſt kia, and abe 


" 
} 


7 | Eccleſiaſtes iv. 2. 


Wherefore I praifed-the tea which are already 
dead, more than the living 2 are yet, dive. 


T is deſirable, for many rational and im- 
portant purpoſes, to have a juſt conception 
of the me f our preſent exiſtence. Yet 
unhappily there 1s no ſubject, about which va- 
rious men more widely differ in their opinions, 
equally diſtant from the truth and reaſon of 
the caſe. Some perſons, of a light and lively 
and in agreeable circumſtances of 
life, are ſo highly ſatisfied with the gaicties 
and conveniencies of an ample fortune, that 
they are willing to make this world their final 
place of abode; and think it irkſome to be ad- 
moniſnhed, that they muſt ever relinquiſni ſo 
comfortable a ſituation. In ſhort, they know 
of nothing that diminiſhes the value of this 

I dread: of its coming to a period. 
There are others of a dark and melancholy 
caſt; - who are perpetually finding fault with 
every: article of their condition; and who look 
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upon the preſent ſtate of the whole human 
race as wretched and deplorable without ex- 
ception : complaining of life as a weariſome 
burden, and wiſhing, in the height of their 
impatience, that as an untimely birth they had. 
never been, nor breathed, in ſuch circumſtances, 
the vital air. 

Such are the "—_— — 
by their paſſions, and unaccuſtomed 
a conven of human in. wth d. a of 


The prerciſe meaning of Salem. ide 
words of the text, — — 
In the mean time, we may obſerve. upom cr 
tain views, in which it would be unjuſtifiable 
to adopt them. Our firſt will 
diſcover wherein the true value conſiſts of ths 
preſent ſtate of our being: and the other -will 
point out the cauſe, mn 
nnn Ratt susi s 02 
T A. Dad 7 
if, —_—— ideation of: e! : 
we ſhould interpret the ſtate of the dead to 5e 
a ſtate of annihilation, it would ſtill admit of 
à queſtion, whether a life of pain would net 


On SA 59 


mn e e 2s 
the: los of all conſciouſneſs and pereepcton. 


W 


——for who would bje 
fa pr this mtellettual being. 
s that wander through eternity, 
2 fouldwed uþ-axd bf 
\ In the witle un f uncreated night, 
Devoid © of ſenſe and motion 7 | ( 
Wu: a therefore of the common mi- 
ſeries which prevail in the world, to pronounce 
annihilation” preferable to the preſent ſtate of 
human life, would be raſh and extra tin 
a high degree. But, by the ſtate of the dead, 
it A rr aack fhould' mean a ftate of 


3 Th f 
To 


Milton, accordingly, puts this I into 


— of ths, of the Giflodution of ſou 


ant body. ' Ther ſhall the tuft return to the 


Ss gave ir. And his declaration, that God 
rope Jen Par mto Tudgement, ſeems ill 
t&'confilk with he furs of the dei 
to be a ſtute of But to 


git bend dude, that Solomon was fo 
inconfifict with ür TT 
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earth as it was, and the ſpirit ſhall return to God 
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in the words of this text, we need only re- 
hearſe the verſe which next follows. Yea, better 
is. be than both they, (better than either the 
living or the dead) which bath nat yet been, who 
bath not ſeen the evil work that is done under the 
Jun. But if the ſtate of the dead be a ſtate 
of annihilation, it would be difficult to ſhew 
in what reſpect the condition of Aim who bath 
not been, is preferable to that of the dead: 

both, in that caſe, being preciſely on an equal 
footing. The ſtate of the dead, therefore, 
in the text to that of the living, was 


not, in the idea of Solomon, a ſtate of anni- 


It will appear, moreover, in due time, that 
Solomon does not prefer death to life, from 
any motive of diſcontent with the ſtate of hu- 
man life in general; but from an abhorrence 
of one particular ſpecies only of human miſery. 
And we may venture to affirm, that the ſen- 
timent of the text 1s * ws that 
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penſations of God's providence are dictated by 
wiſdom and goodnefs. And as long as we ate 
in his hands, and fubmit, in well-doing, to 
whatever he inflifts, it cannot go ill with us 
a the whole. Our preſent fufferings, tho 


x 


"iffue, Ph, good ſeaſon, to our abundant 
advantage. And it will appear, in the con- 
cluſion of events, that God, for wiſe and good 


mixed with evils, to contraſt againſt the plea- 
_ fares, in which it muſt be allowed his indul- 
gent providence permits great numbers to 
: rejoice a confiderable part of their lives. For, 
embittered as the ſweets of life undoubtedly 
are, by a mixture of evil, there 1s yet a ſuffi- 
© cient portion of enjoyment on the face of the 
earth, to plead for the ſuperintendance of a mild 
and gracious director. And at the ſame time, 
1 is a ſufficient quantity of wickedneſs on 
the part of our ſpecies, to prove that we are 
not entitled at preſent to a ſtate of uninter- 
- rupted repoſe, even ſuppoſing (which is more 


than can be REO, that we are capable of en- 
Ia i it. wy 


—_ — * 
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reaſons, has ſuffered human life to be inter- 


and apparently ſevere, will have an 
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The ſentiment of this text, moreover, is 
not intended to countenance a ſeeptical x ? 
= to repreſent the miſeries of human 
as deragatory ſrom the perfections af the 
vernor of the world. The unayoidable 2 
ings and natural evils, which. at any time n- 
| life uneaſy, are nothing comparable, either 
in number or degree, to | the. ſufferings which 
ariſe: from the imperfections and abſurdities:of 
| artificial ſociety, and the voluntary actions and 
| indiſcretions of mankind. That theſe, toge- 
ther with natural, unavoidable evils, ſhould be 
laid to the charge of the ſupreme being, . muſt 
appear highly unjuſtifiable to a pts 99 per- 
fon. And yet, at the ſame time, that he 
ſhould inflict the one, and ſuffer the — to 
fall upon our ſpecies, may be ſtrictly juſt, for 
any reaſon we are able to aſſign: and we have 


the ſtrongeſt grounds to believe, that the whole 
chain of events 1s ſubſervient to a gracious 


„of which we are intended to reap the 
benefits. And if, as we are taught by the in- 
valuable doctrine of our Saviour, not even a 
ſparrow falls to the ground withaut our heaven ly 
Father, we ought to acquieſce in all the mea- 
ee and not grow weary 
life, by reaſon 22 

bur 
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63 
-but for à moment. The ſhortneß of life, in this 
View, is a great bleſſing: but, inaſmuch as we 


ave piſunad, that the cents of it are quptigd 


Js mega: PAS, a is VR 
appointed for. our ' removal ; but ſay, in the 
language of reſignation, I is the Lord, Jet hum 
„Lr 
that ti judgements are right, and that tbau in 
Jai yung bf feed me. Po 


many; be thought, n 
EN DIY ant 
of 
lomon however does mean to expreſs his diſ- 
ſatisfaction with the miſeries of human life, 
and to find fault with the ways of providence. 
And has he not faid, in another part of this 
book, that the day of death is better than the 
day of one's birth? If we read the whole verſe 
where thoſe words are found, we hall cafily 
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better "than © 
"death thin t of vn Wirth. Here aretwo 
Ane, Miel gde in the nk th 
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arraigning the divine diſpenfations, that So- 


perceive, that his meanirig there affeQts not the = _ | 


2 preſent ſibjeRt. Tt runs thus. I good nan? is. | | 
i ointment, and .the day of 
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tence; which obliges us to ſuppoſe that there 
is a cormection or continuation in the ſenſe”: 
which appears to be this. A good name is better 
than * precious ointment ; and it is more eligible 
to conciude a life ſpent with glory and repu- 
tation, than to W Hfe which may turn out 
an ignominious one. Or elſe he might mean, 
that the day of death to a man who ' deſerves 
well of his fellow-creatures, 7s better than the 
day of his birth, from a principle, founded on 
an obſervation, that the full and ample ho- 


nours of a meritorious character are 1 
deferred till the day of a man's death. P 


The funs of glory pleaſe nat till they fer. 
This paſſage therefore, containing nothing 
of complaint on the miſeries of life, has no 
connection with the argument before us. To 
which we return, 5 2 


' £* ſhes 


The proper value of our preſent exiſtence 
does, not ariſe, from the degree of exemption 
we may enjoy from troubles and calamities ; 
Nor 1s its value diminiſhed by an .oyerbalance 
of adverſity. This life, being a ſtate of diſ- 

cipline and preparation for a better, riſes fre- 
n in its value from the very circum- 


ſtance 
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ſtance of adverſity ; inaſmuch as adverſity is 
generally more favonrable than proſperity to, 
thoſe moral nn. of the ſoul. which 
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or evil things will be moſt 
final felicity; and at what 
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done under the fun. And behold, the tears of fuck 
a were oppreſſed ; and they bad nv comforter. 
And on the fide of their oppreſſurs there was 
power : but they had no comforter. Wherefore (or, 
on account of this grievous oppreſſion) F praifed 
the dead which are already dead (or, I prondunded 
them to be happy) mere than the loing which 
are yet au. We know the ſum total of ve- 
nity which this great Eſtimator of human life 
charges upon the whole. But it ſeeins'to have 
been his opinion that Slavery bears the chief 
proportion in the aggregate maſs of human 
_ He appears to have had in his eye an 
© pinot of counties ee 
ae wy uo enmar” uoy 
where the numerous inhabitants ſeemed to be 
born for no valuable purpoſe; where: the de- 
crepitude of millions was made the ſupport of 
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not by the hand of God; to which we are 
under no obligation to ſubmit ; which, on the 
contrary,' we ought to reſiſt to the utmoſt of 


our power; which deprives us of thoſe una- 


lienable rights, which it is our duty to aſſert, 
for ourſelves, and our fellow-creatures ; rights, 
which ought not to be abridged, inaſmuch as 
the performance of our duty to God requires 
the enjoyment of them in their vigour and ex- 

In e our 


Slavery is the fierceſt adverſary of virtue, and 
the moſt malignant defeater of all the S 
purpoſes of God, in creation, providence, and 
redemption. It is abſolutely incompatible wi 
the ſervice, which a Chriſtian owes to hig 


hd to'his Saviour. The Lord's free-man is 
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bbliged to conduct himſelf, actording to his 
conſcience, by the rule of the goſpel; and 
muſt not bend, at the peril of his ſoul, to the 
unrighteous decrees of uſurpation. Every op- 
"dominion upon earth is an 
d the reign and government of God; who re- 
quires that all his rational ſubjects ſhould be 
free to' obey thoſe laws of righteouſneſs, which 
he has written in the human heart, and in the 
volume of revelation. And all the 
of 'the earth ſhould know, that the mighty 
and irreſiſtible plan of providence is againſt 
them and their dominion ; and will not only 
be glorified in the demolition of their iniqui- 
tous grandeur, but operate to the vindication 
of every 


individual that has ſuffered in all the 
periods of its duration. Man, in a ſtate of 
ſlavery, is neceſſarily deprived of that ſenſe of 
perſonal worth, that reverential awe of his own 
. — importance, which is the funda- 
iple of virtue in all its branches. 
—— the cholertt pie Gol was 
the nobleſt powers and prerogatives of human 
itſelf, imparted to us for the guide of our ac- 


— and the baſis of our advancement from 
— be- 
F 3 
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liberty to follow its direction. Happier is 

animal, when abridged of its liberty, which 
moves by the blind impulſe of original inſtin&; 
— 2 nn 


human Paſſions! that rich magazine of inftru- 
ments and forces, to which virtue was to be 
indebted for many a brave reſiſtance, and many 
c of 

ion To what end, under the haughty 


ang its reliſh in this 

ſtate ; ſuffers not life to 2 — 
diverſity of events; knows no day of 
contraſted againſt a day of adverſity; but 
volves the whole' period of life in one black 
night of ſubſtantial miſery. In ſlavery, where 
zs the vigour, the gaiety, the uncontrouled 


* 
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wildtiefs of amiable youth? The blood ſhould 
flow quick in the veins, and 
redden in the cheek. But alas! it fades, 
droops, and ſickens, like a flower half-ſtripped 
by the ſeverity of tempeſt. And if you en- 
quire af old age, it ſhrugs under 
its injuries, like an oak blaſted in the trunk. 


nde ern of; affliction, it is our duty 
to ſubmit, and endeavour the prolongation of 
life: but in caſe of ſlavery life loſes its yalue ; 
and it becomes a man's duty to hazard it, in 


defence of liberty: not to throw it away, in a 


fit of unmanly deſperation; not puſillanimouſty 
deſtroy it himſelf, becauſe he is weary of it; 


to 
but nobly to hazard it, when the cauſe of free- 


aA e d e Far, why hes 
out of our power to, reſiſt the force op- 
the caſe is altered; it may, then he 
deemed a chaſtiſement of the almighty, and . 


— bleed ofthe hero fall 1 
in vain. To be contented in ſlavery, is 


meaneſt of all vices. But, to contemn hb 
and 1 „ n, 
8 "il 


pleaſure ſhould 


under a ſenſe of 
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the part of excellent and herbe virtue. To 
which the ſentiment of the text, thut the ſtate 
of che dead is to be preferred to the life of u 
ſlave, is a ſtrong and ſtimulating principle. "It 
is a principle, full of honour, generoſity,” and 
- benevolence. And he that acts under the in- 
fluence of it, is infinitely more valuable than 


the cringing dependant of tyranny and uſur- 
pation, who enjoys an ignoble repoſe and 
ſplendour, founded" on the miſery of a great 
part of his ſpecies. And while this infamous 
character, facrificing to intereſt every _ 
-confideration, prepares chains for poſterity: the 

Friend” of liberty having put all to the hazard 
in the juſt vindication of it, beholds with ſa- 
tisfaction the vital blood flowing from his 
veins, as the price of freedom in future gene- 
"rations ; and being fitted to ſhine in a 
orb, Hr i 
N © Should any one be defirous to have Solo- 
motbs accounted for, of the ſtate of 
In who bath'titt yet been, to that both of the 
* living and the dead, let me add, that he does 
not ſay, better is he that all never be born, 
but, better is he which 4ath nat yer ben; and 


"his meaning, undoubtedly, is this: becauſe he 


oy 
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of Providence, counteracting the efforts which 
have at any time been made, to meljorate the 
condition of humanity, by reſcuing Liberty 
from her chains? The heroic henefactors of 
mankind, who have pleaded for the rights of 
reaſon, have ſeldom obtained any part of their 
deſigns; but, while they have for 
themſelves an immortality of fame, have paid 
their blood for their renown, without ranſom- 
ing the countries which were dear to them. 
Poſterity, which celebrated their virtues, ſtill 
{lamented the of their tolls. Or if 
"the ſpirit of a people, rouſed by deſpair, after 
Sling fries of opprediions, has kindled into a 
conſuming fire, which levelled every edifice of 
tyranny, yet how ſhort has been the triumph 
of freedom! How ſmall a has the 
[ra of © Juſtice bore to the —— 
Ini hich goccded itt Very ſoon has it 
— by ſome backward revolution, that 
the World was made for Ceſer. The temporary 
ſmile of Liberty over the face of a country, has 
reſembled fach a tranſient gleam of light as il- 
luminates for a moment the ſcene of midnight, 
and ſerves only to augment the prevailing hor- 
'ror of many dark hours to be counted. The 
-world ſeems never to have allowed Liberty any 
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has never ſlept, d u 
obtained a Goſhen for the reſt. - I do not 
mean to hint a leſſon of wickedneſs to the 
worſt enemies of mankind. -1I believe they 
are ſufficiently acquainted with it. Burt I wiſh 
rather to warn the benevolent 'and juſt of the 
danger to freedom from the fagacity' of expe= 
nenced Deſpotiſm. —_— of the 
world will have ſmall hope of 


in their 

ſents, ill they can- extinguiſh all: Bent, and 
will 

in its 


exclude it from every quarter. They 
univerſality. Neither Commerce, nor — 
nor Virtue, nor rational Religion, will be 

to thrive in Tyranny. 
The Princes of 't 


the foil of 
earth will rule; like ſo 
darkneſs, by the 

bly, at fome 
yas oenondg oy Dot. 
tion the practicability of inſulting in the face 
of day-light, and deſcend, with their vaſſals, 
into ſubterraneous caverns. But (without a 
ſmile) they will not fetter the feet, and leave 
the hands unmanacled. Upon the whole, 
yo ade eat 
AK | which, 


Ul 
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which, after the preſent age, is likely either to 
become totally extinct, or to grow to its enor- 
mous maturity, But whether the world will 
goon from its preſent political poſture, through 
ſucceſſive improvements towards the perfection 
of freedom, or whether the nations are to ſuffer 
one melancholy retrogradation more into the 
dungeons of Oppreſſion, for the final chaſtiſe- 
ment and complete correction of Vice, that un- 
alterable enemy to Liberty, —we are aſſured 
there is a period, beyond all the fluctuations of 
government, when princes and people ſhall re- 
gulate themſelves with one accord by the laws 

righteouſneſs, and the dominions of men 
reſolve themſelves ſpontancquſly into the 


Kingdom of God. 
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| Luke xvi. 20, 21. F 


And there was à certain beggar, named. Lazarus, - 
who was laid at bis gate, full of fores, and de- 
fring to n NE 
1 


MONG damned. ot ii 
incident to man in the pieſent ſtate of 
appear more dreadful to moſt men than Pover- 
ty. It has a combination of miſrries in its 
train, which are 1 from it, and is 
liable to the addition of many more. If you 
ſay, Spart our feelings; Remove from our 
fight ſo: diſguſtful an object; To what end 
ſhould we go forth in queſt of ſcenes and ſpec- 
tacles to give us pain? I anfiver, that we 
ought not to be ignorant of any cireuniftance of 
miſery which' may poſſibly take place in hu- 
man life, and particularly of a condition wick 
is felt by the majority of our ſpecies, in molt + . 
countries here the diſtinftions of artificial 
life have disfigured: the face” of nature, and 
produced a fort of counterfeit creation. Wich- 
out an attention to the miſeries of Poverty, we 


ſhall make a very falſe: and defeQive eſtimate - 
k 9 * 
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of human life, and loſe the moral benefit 
which may be expetted to ariſe from a benevo- 
lent feeling of its diſtreſſes. And in propor- 
tion as Poverty 1s a prevailing evil, which 
takes a large ſcope in the affairs of men, we 
ſhall miſs of an advantage not a little defir- 
able : the advantage of having contemplated 
the miſeries of a ſtate, which no man is certain 


poſteritigs of paupers, they: would. ha 
iſhed. with baniſhmeng the. firſt perſon 1 
; little e — 
his portion, S 
. 
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Yank 4 {teat hünnber r evtittibutors to 
the ſplendour -and lazineſs of a few, it is a 
more material injury to all. That refined life 
which is ſupported by the labour of the ne- 
tous, in ſuch works as no man with at 
compulſion would ever 
ver to the r any individual, 
nor derived one valua le accompliſhment 
on human * Society would certainlj 
do better e the fruits of that ſort. 


to which nothing but Poverty 


* 0 
— #L# 


ave engaged in, ne- 
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ſon how things . Nh 
pe ones Sans 


Society, then, diving wade no peat pb 
viſion to ſecure the equality of its members, 
immenſe accumulations, undue power and in- 
fluence, and exemption from every kind of la- 
bour, together with a full ſwing in the enjoy- 
ment of the far of other. mens" toll, ſoon 
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the ſtroke of their indignation ! They 
well be a numerous body, who have 
continually increaſing. The riches of 


[ef 


" - 


F. 
ff 
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earth, without a home of his on, or a foot 
of ground to pitch his tent on. Unhappy 
father! who ſhews to his ſon the fair face of 
creation, but charges him to covet none of 
its cantents, leſt he ſhould incur the diſplea- 


verty prevails, Freedom is no more than a 
name. The ſame extreme labour is necefia- . 
xy; and the ſame meanneſs of ſubmiſſion ariſes 
from a ſameneſs in the degree of dependence. 
Wealth, ſays a witty writer, zs Liberty. And 
» with equal certainty we may affirm, that where- 


T4 ever Poverty is, there is Slavery. At leaſt, all 


the liberty that a poor man can boaſt is, that 
he is free to drudge, or to be famiſhed. Ido not 
mmm Gat 3 eee 


How miſerably are the faculti:s of the hu - 
man mind, capable as they are of the ſublimeſt 
reſearches, loft and abſorbed in the low la- 
bours and cares of Poverty | What a | 
of intellectual joy is forbidden to the ſons of 
Indigence! And the whole round of animal 
What they ſee of it ſerves to mortify them iii 
ny a bitter pang is felt in the heart of a-poot 


— in the coun- 


may not the domeſtic animal, the ever-grate- 
ful friend of human nature, be the firſt to 
manifeſt its pity, and tender its ſervices ti the 
1 2 | wretched- 
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n In how many coun- 
tries are the Laws ** * terrors. 
for the Poor 


While here the rich their lng-drawn pomps Prue 
There the black gibbet glooms befide the way. | 


Law is ever open to chaſtize the exceſſes of the 


How ſeldom does it redreſs them ! It is 


alte key which opens the cabinet of Law. 


Our deſcription of Nag hitherto 
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erice itſelf has no reſtraint for it. What are 
the proſpects of ſuch a ſeaſon ? Nature con- 
ſuming, ſtrength declining, pain increaſing, 
agony approaching, Death unavoidable. This 
is firſt and laſt in the train. But 
are there no deluſive ſhapes, flying before tho 
mind, cheating it, and leavir Jt to deſpair 


Yes: Plenty, with her horn ſtored with eh 
cacies ; 


the bounties of nature; the joy of 
banquets; the voluptuous viand ; and the of- 
| repleniſhed bowl. They advance, they 
_ appetite, they diſappear. What ſuc- 
conſurning, ſtrehgth dedlin- 

— 1 Increaſing, agony approaching, Death 
unavoidable. This is firſt and laſt in the me- 
lancholy train. Who can conceive that ſharp 
i logs ots acrofs the boſom, and that 
gnawing of the entrails, Which is re- 
pated deer ind bes, with ſhorter and fill 
intervals, till the -benuinbing hand of 
ftiffens the powers of outweatied na- 
| the. Even 7 various parts of, 
e, Poverty is ng up many a vi to 
n Death, re mothent 


Fe i every, Grape, he, never reſts. 


Kine in the Thay . ſhe fails not, at 
my 


any 
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Lazarus, and A for the cramke wich 
all fram the rich man's table? An ability to 
labour, by preſerving independence, may 
make a man contented in a very low eftate. 
With health and vivacity, ns fre ther 
day to day on innocent labour, and retire 
without a care to his cottage, where his plain 
repaſt may yield a reliſh unknown at the 
moſt voluptuous table, md 


and vivacity are gone, and he muſt depend 

the uncertain aſſiſtance of others, it is a hard 
exerciſe to maintain the tranquillity of the 
mind. The rich well know how dull are the 
hours of ſickneſs, how long the nights, and 
how tedious the days, which are ſpent in pain, 
even with all the means of at hand, 


recovery 
and every earthly conſolation Within call. 


Conceive then the anxiety and uneaſfi- 
neſs of the poor man in affliftion, he he 


c 
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lies difabled and neglected on his ftraw, with- 
out a cordial, an attendant, or a viſitor. He 
can have no hopes or conſolations but what =} 
are drawn from the Grave. But the Grave, 
perhaps, is not ſoon en — Ho — 
Ee . . f phoned = 
views, or evangelical affurances, as are ne- 
to infpire a contempt of Death, and a 

ä by 

But we will take a view of Poverty in u 
third caſe, when it comes after the enjoyment 
of better days, ſpent in proſperity and afflu- 
ence. An unin flow of ſucceſſes is 
not calculated to fortify the mind with powers 
to ſtruggle-with adverſity. The recolleftion ' 
of former pleafure greatly embitters the en- 
durance of preſent diſtreſs. In a melancholy 
hour, men look back with prodigious fond- 
to heighten them to the fancy as much as they 
exaggerate at other ſeaſons the joys in future 
which they have in expeCtation. We make 
more account of pleaſures, both in expetta- 
tion and recollection, than we make of them 
in the hour of enjoyment. We ſeldom find 4 
: 8 equal to the ingh | idea which was 
formed 
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of mortifieations and fatigues : born to chear- 
ful expeRtations, but ſunk on a ſudden in 
unforeſeen ruin of à parent. Does not 


prey like poiſon upon his life? ** 
dds e | 


the 
7 


| Ii add but farther IN 
my Te 
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W e urg. It admits 
of the joyous hour, in its irregular viciſſitude ; 
is no enemy to health and ſoundneſs ; and for- 
bids not the delight, which a proſpect of the 
creation can always generate in the heart of 
man. The town-refident pauper creeps: in 
and out of a ſubterraneous vault, where every 
object that might be dear to him is. nauſeous 
and uninviting ; where all the decency of na- 
ture is reverſed, and all things pleaſant to the 
ſenſes are perfectly contraſted ; where the feel. 
ings of . humanity are blunted, . the principles 
overturned, and the habits confirmed in in op- 
poſition to every fitneſs of action. The off. 
8 of rural Poverty are uncultiyated and 
3 . the offspring of Poverty in cities 
* giouſly enfeebled and debauched, Their 

as bodies, have ſwallowed a 3 
| Wh Abridged in growth, ſtinted 

in vigour, imperfect in every approach to man- 
hood, familiar with vice, eſtranged from reli- 
gion, incapable of ſentiment, unaffectionats to 
kindred, cruel to brutes, looſe in their principles, 
mnvantroulable | in their luſts, deſperate in their 


projects, 


On Poverty, Tor 
projects, hardy in their 'purfuits,” comfortleſs mfortle 
in their attainments, and tragical in their ex? 
from life, they are born and bred in defor- 
mity, filth, ignorance, obſcenity, indigence, 
and miſery, In ſhort, what Milton fays of 
Hell 'may be appli in pare to the condi 
of Poverty in cities. pe 15 
Where all Life dies, Death bow, 9 
Perverſe; ail monſtrous, all predigious things, 
Anme. 


10 IS it Wio 7157977 517 erer 
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4% Bardi 
4 large ſcope 
add; that 11 elite Uke Death, 


tinction of perſons; and no one is certain that 
before he reſigns his breath he may not be r 


duced to the loweſt indige 
head faggeſts one p tial counſel,” The tity 
when ty has ſtripped a man, is like Judz: 


in its deſolation. Ten, aid Chriſt; ler rhepr 1 


be in Files flee" into the mountaitit. So let thein 
that Tre lin into diftrels retreat rat for 
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withing the compaſs of the divine plan of 
government, and will and muſt operate for good. 
If good ſhall ariſe to the whole from. the cala- 
mities of the poor, ſhall they not ſhare in that 
who have ſuffered the moſt to effect it? 
one fo ab. ap on Saviour, that the le- 
gar died. What follows? And war carried by 

the . %%. Moſt happy 
releaſe} There was an aſylum for the houſe- 
leſs vagabond, There is a royal. palace for 
every. beggar who is now ambitions. of a den of 


| ſhaw. And there is jubilee far, every flave.in 
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bonds. Reflect, ye opulent, upon the 
ries of the poor; and help Lazarus | 
Abraham receives him. And of one 
cautious. e 
perſon of a needy man. Is be a man 
tue? Is God his patron and his friend ? 
is nat in the world 4 mare awful.charatter. E 
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Job vn. 3, 4. | 


bs aw 1 mad to poſts mth of want, cn 
queariſome nights are appointed to me. When 1 
fie down, I fay, When bal I ariſe, and the 
, night be gone! wala apa 

nne a1 N 


BTHINKS we [behold i in — 


It might be of great uſe to a man who!is 
proud of his rank in the creation, to conduct 
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with an elegant harangue on the dignity of 


human nature. 


— 8 


7 There is not in che world. e more ftriking 
merk of the which has taken 
lace in human nature, than the pains and 
ü to which infants are fubje&t from 
the moment of their introduction into life. 
The torture which convulſes the tender body 
of a new-born child, ſo ſhocks and montfies 
the mournful parent, that he flies from one 
| hypotheſis to another, to account for the ſtu- 
pendous diſpenſation. | And: while his heart is 
bavty to burſt with Frxpathotic farvow; his 
ſtudious thoughts are on the rack, labouring 
to ſearch out the reaſon why Providence ex- 
acts o rw a Ng porn . rp 


9 


eee eh de Unt Gb G 
which -was once adrehd to our Saviour, has 
been often revolved in the mind of a feeling 
parent, lamenting over the agonies of a dif- 
caſed infant. Dii this man fin, or bis parents, . 
that be was born blind? _Does an infant ſuffer 


for that original tranſgreſſion, which was the 
aun let of human 'micfortanes ?' Are the 


collected 
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collefteil offences of all his anceſtors viſited on 
| his devoted head? Or did he himſelf, in a 
former ſtate of exiſtence, degrade himſelf from 
the dignity of a OY and fufter 
under a ſentence of wrath, which doomed 

him, - for his to theſe ſcenes of ſor- 
row ? "If ve GtfaBtion can be obtained in 
theſe enquiries,' the anxious and thoughtful 
parent may proceed to queſtion, whether ſuch 
is the neceſſary conſtitution of univerſal na- 
ture, that a large and early portion of miſery 
is requiſite to make eaſe and happineſs valua- 
able, and delightful in their proper intervals ? 
Or he may conjecture, that the early ſuffer- 
ings of the infant are meant as a ive 
diſcipline, to enable it to endure the better the 
increaſing mortifications and affliftions of its 
future life. This laſt is the moſt melancholly 
view of all, in which the diſeaſes of infancy: 
ean be conſidered. And what of truth 
ſoever there may be in any of the former ſup- 
-poſitions, it is certain that ſhould human life 
remain what it is in all its future ſtages, and the 
early part of it be exempted from the ſuffer- 
ings which at preſent embitter it, the miſeries 
of riper age would roll in like à torrent upon 
the undiſciplined ſoul; and after ſuch an in- 
21 troductory 


th 
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When at length the ſpirits of the ſanguine 
youth mount high in a vigorous conſtitution, 
from how many dark avenues is the pale mi- 
niſter of Death ing to aſſault him in his 
eareer ! Then the ſhafts of the enemy g 
fly thick around him ; and ſo hazardous is be 
path to manhood, that the few who arrive at ] 
it make their entrance, for the moſt part, like 


things elſe that the world contains; is 
 inexpreſſibly aMifting ; and though bis bodily 
pains may be extreme, they are loſt in the 
boundleſs anxieties of his mind. And yet 
- mercy and ſeverity are ſo myſteriouſly blended 
in the ſevereſt of God's infliftions, 'that the 
= exertion by the violeice of a diſeaſe. "How 
then is that violence! And how 
dearly that ſuſpenſion is paid for by the'exceſs 
— er” r 


- what incorporates itſelf with moſt ' others; 


wild — Its torments are neceſſarily ex- 2 


While it throws the mental powers into a 
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which all : therefore ſhould, contewplate, - for 


their improvement in humility and. compaſſion 
that they. may be. — 
in its miſeries as well as its pleaſures ; that 
and yepre forthe de of i while it laſts, 
_——— loſs of oy 

AI N bs . 


0 


We 8 _ of cb works, a * K. 
oo bei an ag of the wal, mh . 
| <p dominion which it ever ſhall acquire: 
2 
human frame, together with the — 
which the earth aud Air are dbfrred to 
making — —̃ — 
— —— which 
now: ſeem carried to tlie higheſt pitch, and 
which as long as they are ſo, will bring / ſwift 
deſtruction to the human conſtitution; i keep 
up. the general tendeney to diſeaſe, and en- 
— will — 1 — 

| take place mrthe 
World. 1 partes: — 
1 ledge of the | 
3 ———— — 
human: body was — — andthe; * 


Oi 
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life abridged. And it is by degrees we may 
expect the race of men may at length recover 


riod fhall arrive, when the of 3A, 
in his original immor- 


ſtudy... The ſtate of the carth and the air before 
the | deluge was fo favourable to the health of 
the hardy inhabitants of the world, that it 

ſeems not to have been in the power of Vice 

itſelf to enervate their ſolid conſtitutions. 

The waters. of the flood gave birth to a new 
and peſtilential atmoſphere, which reduced the 
ſurwvinmg inhabitants of the earth to ſuch a 
puny and diſtempered habit, as expoſed them 
. 


116 On Dias Arx. 


climate, and ſent the Poſtdiluvian to his 
home, at a period of life, when the An 
luvian would have bloomed in the wr of 
his youth. And though the injuries done t6 
the air muſt rieceſſarily have been wearing off 
by flow degrees, to give man an op 
of recovering gradually his health and Toh 
gevity, yet other cauſes have at times beeri 
conſpiring to keep him down hitherto for the 
moſt part to his compaſs of threeſcore and ten. 
The larger figure however, and the more ro- 
buſt frame of our anceſtors a few centuries 
backward, E 
manners and hardy exerciſes been perpetuated 
by their poſterity, . 
time have been lengt 


we muſt be content to wit ell the e of 
Luxury, before we can reaſonably e 


F 
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„. a Then 
probably the advances will be rapid towards 


pur ata paar Fong = the cn 


rank fertility favourable to noxious more than 


800 perating, ſhall. bring round the 


— of bfe. | 
I 3 There 


is. always leaking to ſee good riſing 
ep dep pleaſing to fe good lg 


which will one day, with the co-ope-- 
27 other cauſes, become an overmatch 


ality of man himſelf, and. off 
ly Ra e 
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There may ſeem an inequality in the ways of 
Providence, as thus repreſented, 8 
to the introduction, the 
removal of Diſeaſe in the ſpecies of — 
And ſuch apparent inequality may not be ſa- 
tisfactory to thoſe who are fond of the notion 
that there is and will be a Balance preſerved of 
happineſs and miſery in all ages. Whereas, ac- 
cording to the preſent repreſentation, the firſt 
and the laſt ages of the world only bear a'reſem- 
blance in longevity and health, and the mil- 
lions of wretched ſouls: born in the 1 
centuries ſuſtain the whole weight of human 
maladies, expoſed to all the envenomed arrows 
of deſtruction. But hy ſhould fuch a ba- 
lance be contended for or expected, as admits 
of no variety of condition, no freedom in man to 
ſpoil or to improve his ſituation, no 
from the loſs to the recovery of happineſs, and no 
production of good from evil? Such a balance 
of miſery and happineſs is ſurely more conſiſtent 
with the wiſdom and goodneſs of God as ad- 
mits of this variety, this freedom, this progres, 
and this production. And ſuch is the balance ob- 
ſervable on the ſcriptural plan. Should thoſe who 
take their turn on the ſtage of life between the 
firſt and the laſt inhabitants of the earth, equal 
nn — 

would 
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would be many times multiplied in the length 
wiſdom - of Providence, and the gradual pro- 
greis of nature in bringing about the removal of 
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thers and the children 'of two , ather worlds, 
But in the middle ages, when thei reign of mi- 
ſery is at the higheſt pitch of its power and do- 
minion, 'when, pains and infirmities thicken 
upon man, and embitter all the hours of his 

then life is in mercy cut ſhort; the 
pains and 


have a miore fadden tran- 

ſition ; the great work of the renovation of na- 

ture is expedited ; the fathers die almoſt before 

E know them; the generations 
in a ſucceſſion, and tread 

| the heels of one another. — 


The — On Handich Gate: 

hv what Aer = = 
overſet. And the prodigious prevalence 

of that hideous malady at the preſent day, may 
be thought to denote that we are in no great 
forwardneſs towards the recovery of ancient vi- 
gour. But beſides other particular cauſes which 
might be aſſigned for it, rather than the exceſs 
of debility, there are two, which have no doubt 
principally operated in ſpreading madneſs in 
countries where it has been obſerved to rage at 


any particular period. One of theſe eauſes is 
Diſtreſs, when a nation, ruined by luxury, 


abounds with individuals at their wits: end for 
a ſubſiſtence equal to their ambition.” The 
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from ſociety, and delivered their fouls to he 
power af darkneſs. It has been obſerved that 


portunĩties of difplaying\a power equal to that 
final removal of all maladies from men, for 
which the world will ame day be indebted to 
him. And 40 me it-appears, from maſt of the | 


— 
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gr believe 
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Chriſt, loſt their reaſon teaſe hey could not 


bear the diſappointment they met with in tho 
lowlineſs of his a the 


— — —— 


ppearance, cotrary to | 
Power and ſplendour 'with which” they expected | 


him to come, to the mighty apgratidizement” of 
all that ſhould embrace him. Others, -expe&---- 
ing that he would take vengeancs on the wicked, 
and concluding themſelves, from a conſciduſ- 
neſs of guilt, to be —U— — 
went mad in the exceſs of their horrible 


to torment un before the time? 05 4. 
ebe Gl tet te wee, . ' 


"PF 
£4714 


effeRing the great wor 
of human recovery, man himſelf indeed is to dd 
pg by F 


- — 


— — — 
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plough-ſhares and books of pruning ; and, leaving 


ce, and Aimplicity of manners. 
ER ads fe re nee. Th 


creaſe of its fertility, 1 
ſurface and its atmoſphere. 
likewiſe has a ſhare to contribute in directing 


certain convulſions yet to come in the bowels of 


the earth, to complete the demolition of thoſe 


prodigious inequalities of the farface, which are 
ſo many monuments of the of vice, and 


loſt ſpaces in the 
all it muſt be confeſſed, that the great part in 


producing the recovery of man to his original | 


ſtability of conſtitution, is ſuſtained by our ap- 
pointed Redeemer. It will be the influence of 
his doctrine which will at length diſpoſe man- 
kind to forſake the life of tumult and refine- 
ment, and retire to the plain and tranquil path 


of innocence. By him directed and perſuaded, | . 


they will beat out their inſtruments of war into 


the abſurd and labours which ſup- 
port a thouſand artificial and unſatisfactory 


enn. 99 true employment of 


Divine Providence 


of nature. But after 


man, 


wiſdom, and by the intervention of his merit 
is to be planted a ſecond time for the bealing of 


- 
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Behold, is it not of the Lord of Hoſts, 1 the 
1 the very fire, ag 


I. not meant by the prophet, a 
by Providence to fatigue 
purſuit of Vanity, but that as 
all things are what they are in their own na- 
tures by the.ordinances of God, who eſtabliſhed 
the relations of cauſes: and effects, ſo he ap- 
pointed the — of thok thikdp 
which men laboriouſly purſue in their erroneous 
route after happineſs. Or, in other words, he 
cauſes them to. experience nothing but Vanity 
in all the artificial ſources of enjoyment; for 
which they are indebted to their own invention, 
And it muſt be allowed, that if God has put it 
in the power of mankind to attain a 
ſuitable to their nature, and has furniſhed them 
with the means of it, near at hand, and ealy 
to be applied, it is but ' juſt, that if, not con- 


tent with this” happinef, and. fpurning m 


means of it, they wander wide in queſt of a re- | 
fined ſatisfaction of their own. invention, they 
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find at laſt that they have laboured to no end, | 
- ad 


* "24 
* P * 
IS 


s Ever fince it pleat God, for the ge 
good of mankind, and by way of chaſtiſement 
of menil ori ts than ths Gl of AS 
out of its original order into its preſent ſtate, 
render the path of human life tharny and 
it has unqueſtionably been out of the power of 
men to live, if they would chooſe it, the origi- 
nal life of nature. Nature is not 
favourable to men to fupply them with a toler- 
able portion of happineſs, independent of a 
great ſhare of their own art and i The 
powerful part of the brute-creation are not at 
peace with the human ſpecies. And man muſt 
in a great meaſure. live a life of artifice and 


/ I 


ye 


of the 
for the 


f. * 1 * ] 
mankind, a» 4 * 
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I 0 On amine ReyinementTs. 
and the Fearfulneſs and e with 


reſpect to futurity, require an order of perſons 
devoted to ſacred ſtudies, and divine contem- 
plations, &: and rey 6 a6 Wh 
the great concernments of religion. 


The preſent ſtate, then, of ** Hae 
muſt be in ſome meaſure artificial. And we 
owe it to the mildneſs of the divine Providence, 
that man is accommodated with abilities to ſup- 
ply what is wanting for his convenience in the 
preſent ſcanted furniture of nature. But it 
will by no means follow from hence, that the 
farther man wanders from nature, and the more 
he refines in his inventions, the nearer he will 
be to the happineſs deſigned for him. So far 
from it, that this wanton aberration from na- 
ture is his vice, his folly, and indeed the great 
and univerſal fn of the world. It was thus man 
ſinned and ſuffered originally. It was thus man 
continued to fin, till God thought proper to 
make his crime his puniſhment, and the means 
by which he ſhould be compelled to a painful 
regimen which in time might work out his re- 
covery. That ſmall ſhare of happineſs which 
ve ſee in the world is a proof that men Have 


ſtrayed 
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ſtrayed farther froin the ſimplicity of nature: 
than they ought or needed. Men have been 
purſuing more than they want in this life. 
They have 'coveted what they could not gain 
without being indebted to the deſtruction and 
miſery of others, and what when was 
of no real conſequence to themſelves. Nay, 
thouſands have been ſacrificed to create a pro- 
duction for one man, which, having firſt af- 
forded him an unnatural conſolation for a few 
moments, poiſoned the real joys of ſucceeding 
e n 


Au ſtrained and unnatural adm er 
pleaſure deſtroy the taſte of ſolid gratifications. 
then that there is a neceſſity for hu- 
min aft m ene the culture of the 
earth, the exti of pernicious produc- 
tions, amd the training of ſalutary, nutritive, 
and pleaſant fruits, this will not juſtify the at- 
tention which' is given to thoſe excreſcencies of 
the field? which bring no joy to the heart, and 
no vigour''to the conſtitution, or the labour 
which'is wuantouly called for to deform the face 
of nature, beautiful in her irregulanties, and 
reduce the majeſtic wilderneſs to pedantic lines 
atid'cireles.” The labour which is requiſite to 


* 310 K 2 Pro- 
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It is eaſier to obtain convenience 
. The nutritious viand is near 
at hand; but a lordly diſh to ſupport it, muſt. be 
n 


— them, found * pn je on 
pat compelled tie ford amen ati ts 
it the intereſt of one part to oppreſs and devour 
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 Giety, the fluctuations of commerce, joined 


with artifice in the over-reachers, and prodi- 


gality and imprudence in the reſt, ſeem to have | 


introduced the mighty diſparity of human for- 
tunes. In other places, 
effected the inequality, where ſome 


Nimrod hunted down to ſubjection the peace- 


able inhabitants of the land. In other coun- - 


tries we find the original rulers to have been 
the religious inſtructors, who governed too fre- 
SOFT e And by the 
ideas they inſpired of religion, and the rites 
they f inſtituted, it ſeems that they availed them- 


n EN 
the vaſſalage of the inferior claſſes. And the 


Prieft, who' by che ſacred appointment of his 


„rr againſt the 


® 


Force ſeems to have 


— 
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men beck ta the faken rood of Sauplicitn and 
innocence, became a treacherous convert to the 
Mammon of this world. Betwixt the two 
powers (which tho' often jealous of each other, 
found it their mutual intereſt to unite) the buſi- 
neſs of fixing men in a ſtate of progreſſive re- 
finement was at length ſettled in many coun- 
tries. For a time the growing arts of a parti - 
cular people acquired them dommion ; but but i. 
the end reduced them to effeminacy, 
and ruin. Thoſe who conquered them trod the 
ſame round, and the "third victorious party 
went as regularly down to deſtruction by the 
very ſame deſcent as their fluctuating prede- 
ceſſors. To this day it is the ſame, and will be 
ſo with all nations, till a long and univerſal ex- 
perience ſhall guide mankind backward to the 
original ſimplicity of manners. The refine- 
ments of art, commerce, and policy, lift up a 
people to a bloated and luxurious grandeur, till 
they relax and conſume away in the heat of their 
proſperity, and ſome riſing Power triumphs in 


But whatever be the courſe of affairs in king- 
doms and public bodies, individuals will al- 
ways be made happy, in proportion to their 
186 "A | diſtance 
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diſtance from the refinements of artificial ſo- 

ciety. The rural and natural ſcenes are the 
- conſtant emblems of happineſs. Not only 
Poets and Painters repreſent Happineſs to be 
reſident in the villages, but all mankind feel the 
juſtneſs of their deſcriptions. Sanguine Youth 
may be in tranſports for a time with the tumul- 
tuous ſplendour of courts and cities. But the 
jaded ſpirits ſoon. give the bye to the flattering 
repreſentation of over-heated Fancy, and grow- 


Ex a ſolid preference to the 
. Ity a. art Fen Innocence of 
rural Nature. Which of the two are likely to 
be moſt amiable, or moſt ſatisfactory, the works 
of men, or the works of God? Great numbers 
of mortals are diſcontented in their lot. The 
ruſtic wiſhes to be a citizen, and the diſap- 
pointed courtier would be happy in a peaſant's 
ſhed. All this may be the fruit of I 
But let the ruſtic have his wiſh, and the cour- 
tier be gratified alſo. There can be no doubt of 
an early change in the ſentiments of the coun- 
tryman ; but the courtier, who had the advan- 
tage of the right fortune firſt, will 

lament that he had been all his life ab- 
ſent from home, and chuſe to repoſe himſelf in 
the lap of Nature. What is it then which the 
Idolators of wealth are fo ardently purſuing ? 


K 4 If 


* 1 4 *. 
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found, that Gold ba 
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Saviour, with the ſtill voice of reafon, (which we 
truſt will in due time be attended to) cal men 
off from the abſurd refinements and unnatural 
cares of the preſent mode of human life, and de- 
11 
of his kingdom to come. Confide# the A 
lies of the eld, bow they gen, they tail wit, al.. 
ther do they And yet I fay unto you, that 


* 5 


ay ee acetic enges of HA he w. 
to confider what proſpect there is of 


Sang to dery. 


„en 
49 of mankind, x lng irc 
NN be ty 
will rg rl 
„ 
tunes Behind them, will not learn more wiſfloth 
Aud virtue than ate how exiſting in the world. 
Tris much to injurious to human nature to de- 
6 
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— 


138 O ARTIFICIAL REFINEMENTS. 


dued with the divine gift of reaſon, the ability 
of compariſon, the opportunity of ſearching 
into the records of all antiquity, favoured with 
the brighteſt light of human and divine 


improved in bodily ſtrength and mental capa- 
city, with the advantage of longer life, by 
which the faculties muſt attain a more ſolid ma- 
turity, men will undoubtedly in the ſucceeding 
ages be leſs attached to folly and abſurdity, more 
attentive to the true intereſts of life, and more 


expert in diſtinguiſhing the gaudy and flaſhy 


vanities of luxury from the ſatisfaftory and per- 
manent pleaſures of nature. They will not ſo 
eaſily ſuffer under the by which Vice 
now impoſes upon men, with the maſk of Plea- 
ſure concealing. the deformity of her counte- 
nance. They will grow aware of the ſcenes of 
horror, the ſhapes of diſeaſe and death, the la- 
zar-houſe and the ſepulchre, which are conti- 
guous to the temple of artificial Joy. They 
will ſhun the rocks which had ovartably been 
fatal to their 's. Agreeably to this 
probability of things, the ſcripture with a divine 
certainty predicts the future revival of a virtuous j 
fimplicity of manners. It ſhall come to paſs i in 
the laſt days, that they ſhall beat their ſwords into 
Plough ſtares, and their ſpears into prunmg- - books ; 
nation 
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will ſhew, that this world itſelf is included in 

the deſigns of Providence, as having been de- 
_ faced and ſhattered in its ſurface, and thrown 
into a diſorder which mixed things noxious with 


ſcanty remains of its. generous products; 


that the inhabitant and the habitati are to be 
— ̃ the Time gradual and pro- 


greſſive manner, by the influence, and under 
the dominion of that perſon who is emphati- 
cally the Saviour of the world, whom the bea- 
n 
all things; and who appearance in 
made o the ages, to give the maſter-ſtroke to 
this ſtupendous work of the divine wiſdom. and 


to lay, in his doctrine and worthineſs, the foun- 
dation 
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dation of the moral part of the o . The 
of mankind is to be eſtabliſbed, not 
by a removal from the material creation, to I 
know not what chimærical regions that have no 
local relations, en OP Is 


3 — without bound, 

Without dimenfion, wherelength, breath ler. 
And time, and place are MH. 

but on the contrary, by a eee WA D- 


cond life and reſidence in creation reftored, after 
the melioration of men, and the return of all 


every one in 

chem of that generation ſhall take pete af 
ogg ere — 
nue of death. in 


A e dons * ruin truth ür 
N concerning the ſtate . the virtuous 
in the ages, to repreſent their ſimplicity as 
5 e ee or void of any thing 
* r a, natural e eee 


A If. | ſenſe. * 


In . \ * as 
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ſenſe. If men will have abandoned the deceit-: 1 
ful fweets of luxury and falſe refinement, it i» 4. AL 
in onder that genuine and ſubſtantial pleaſures 
may abound in the higheſt degree. To imagine 
that all things will be ſo diſpoſed in a ſimple and 
unartificial ſtate as to furniſh no exerciſe for the 
and inventive powers, is extravagantly 
wild and unreaſonable. - If men will no longer 
be under a rigid neceſſity to labour for conveni- 
encies, ſuch as are now eſſential to the preſerva · 
tion and enjoyment of life, this hinders not 
their voluntary amuſement in works elegant and 
ornamental. The laudable productions of hu- 
man genius, Which is the gift of God, derive 
glory to the divine wiſdom, equally with thoſe 
works of nature which. are finiſhed to man's 
F 

Fiat of God is accompliſhed throughout 
all nature by the operation of inſtruments ſet at 
work by his original agency. Man will ever be 
one of thoſe inſtruments; having powers which 
it wll be kin happipels to cmploy in works of his 
own, either to forward in nature 
which will call for his attention, or to bring 
forth diſplays of inventive art, infinitely fape- 
rior to any memoriĩals of the ſtrength of human 
T 
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forth to the general admiration. Man will imi- 
tate more and more the great Artiſt of the uni- 
verſe ; and his works hereafter will be purefrom 
the defects and the falſe taſte which now often 
r 

E Inet 
. IUmt 6. 72 


an d \— pres. 2 
claſſes, their thrones and dominions, their ſe- 
raphim, cherubim, the angel, and the arch- 
angel. Various ts, arifing from various 
inclinations of genius, will take place, 
and heighten, inſtead of diminiſhing, che hap= 
pineſs of individuals and the whole. The pre- 
hetic Scri when they deſcribe the Tu Ire 
TIDE ILL els te pertec- 
fon, indicate many of th p clent works of 
© Men, as being carried on with celerity and'caſe, 

without difappointment in the event of their 

endeavours, and crowned with a "of 

a 
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another cat. For. as the days of u tree, (or, ac- 
cording to the Septuagint, as. che days of 
of Life) are the days of my people, 
Joel lang enjoy the work — The 


vourableneſs of the heavens, 
, improved frengs INC 
effects will tal ie "ns ded by Amos. 
Bebold, 24 days come, faith the Lord, that the 
plowman ſhall overtake the reaper, 


ſhall drop feet wine, and all the hills | ſhall melt. 


be unaccompanied with fatigue. They ſball not 
NTT 1 


e ene various 
put exe e 
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and another inhabit ; they ſhall not plant, and 


the Tree 
people, and mine elet# 


ment. The fertility of the carth, and the fa- 
ET 
of man, theſe 


and the treader 
of grapes him that ſoweth ſeed ; and the mountains ' 


According to Iſaiah, the labours of men ſhall : 
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hull comt up the fir-tret; and inflead of the bria 
ſhall tome up the myrtle-tree ; and it ſhall be to the 
Lord for vane, for an cor ing ft 3 
not be cut . And to fhew that theſe 
are to de performed by the chef dere 
and fuccefofut induftry of man, They ] bu 
_ 'fays the ſame prophet, and inhabit them; 
and plant vincyurdi, au eat the fruit of them. 


Yet hae an innocent, ferene, and 


it no BELTED 5 oi 16 < 


It may farther be Ae See 


e Ke 
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good pleaſure of God to give no coyntenance in 
general by the aid of his providence to any tu- 
multuous attempts to overthrow them. The no- 
bleſt of all heroes have fallen melancholy facri- 


fices in the cauſe of oppoſition to. Tyranny. 
The monarchical form of government has evi; 


dently obtained, in all ages and in moſt coun; 
tries, the liberal aſſiſtance of Providence in its 
favour. By this we may form a judgment, that 
in the preſent wicked ſtate of the world, ſuch 
reſtraints on liberty are falutary, and fall in as 
convenient auxiharies to. the deſigns of givine 
3 in diſciplining and humiliating man- 
And there is reaſon to conelnde, that the 

UE = $a pb wn vn 
as the moſt ſucceſsful medium of . 1 g 
and perfeRting the univerſal reformation, and re- 


turn to. ſimplici "Many unpor- 


tant enterprizes © been attempted by indepen- 
dent and detached combinations of men, butne- 


ver have they been effefted, till the Sceptre took 
a part in the deſign ; and there is no reaſon to 
expect that any great public benefit will ever be 
ſecured to 2 qpy opher- ovipien 
than and direction « monarchs. 
Men, ed in b are ever dt 2 
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2 by an acknowledged Superior, Like 


the reſt of the artificial plans of human inven- 
tion, the form of government under the mo- 


purpoſes of Pro- 


r mn 


— 


— of 


148 On ArTiFicrart REFINEMENTS. 


Church is aſſuredly the appointed medium of 
the effectual melioration of the world. This 
Chriſtian Church is never likely to flouriſh by 
C —— bug mutton Is goo-- 


DEED ok and _— The 
we the poten- 


rms of te arch will (ty hcome more ann 
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all bring gold and (incenſe, a ys 
forth the prayer of the Lord. | 


if the monarcical form of government be 
Hot to amy other, during the worſt 
ant moſt vicious ſtate of the world, yet its be- 
nig rendered by Providence moſt ſerviceable to 
the reformation of mankind, the of 


the Golpsl, and the revival of firmpli- 
S nay ſeem to ale #5 «Long coin 
2 It is predicted in- 


— — that ur Judges ſhall be * 
Feflored at at the firft, and "its Counſellors as at | 
rb beginning ; i. e. as the ſtate was adminiſtered 
before that period when they deſired to have u 
King, in imitation of the Heathen monarchies 
around them. The Jews had then an Inviſible 
Sovereign, the ſame who is entitled to a perpe- 
tuity of that Crown; and in that title we fee 
the reaſon why ade, State ſhall be 


„ 


= ®: » 


he ſhall honour the reſtored world with his per- 
Nen reſidence, and all the kingdoms of the 
L3 earth} 
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earth ſhall be abſorbed in his unlimited empire 
But in other parts of the world, till the artival 
of that period, the monarchical forms are 
- threatened with no demolition, but 
by the Spirit of Prophecy as the auſpicious 

guides of the nations to the life of peace, 1 
ture, and religion. The Kings 
countries are 
people, as inſpired with a ſpirit | 

and — Meadinthy 
bg yt : when their utility yo 4 
bo bo oper ye be fully experienced, and all 
things will be ripe for their reinſtation in the 
land of their anceſtors. The Gentiles, being 
inſpired with a wonderful reſpect for that peo- 
ple, are to convey their fans in their arms, and 
carry their daughters on their ſhoulders. This 
conduct in the Gentiles will be conformable to 
the charge which is laid upon them; Comfort ye, 
Comfort ye my people, Speak ye comfortably to Je- 
.ruſalem; and cry unto. ber, that ber warfare it 
accompliſhed, that her iniquity is pardoned : and 
that other charge, which calls upon the Gen- 
tiles to make for Iſrael a free and commodious 
Paſſage thro the nations to the country of Pro- 
miſe; Caft ye up, Caſt ye up, prepare the way z 
r the High-way ; ere out the ah ; 
ake 


= w 


-- 
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Tale ip the fumbling block out of the way of my 
2 of rangers, ſays Ifaiah, ſhall 

thy walls; aud their Kings ſhall miniſter 
_ The Gentiles ſhall fee thy righteouſneſs, 
ꝶ6— TRICE | 


| Urider the miffices of thol excellent mo- 
narchs, who iri theſe diſtant times ſhall con- 
ho UE ons paige © Ie 
teouſrieſs ind earth; all the arts 
which retry Nai cbt d. ih de 
ment. There are many works to be done which 
will call for the ingenious 1 


N care. dro is to be done wp — 


levelling the inequalities of the foil, forming 
commodious channels channels for the waters, . and im- 


provingihopaſſages from land to land. The 
High-way over the Continent tofudzai 1s — 


* an im poſterity. 
attentioh to ace phe Chor i 
the degancies of the grove and the 
utilities of the RR e Ls. 
| for much agreeable exerciſe of the body and the 
Þ 4 
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mind, in men vatiouſly diſpoſed. by nature and 


inclination. And beſides all this, edifices are to 
be raiſed, falling cities repaired, and old ones re- 


built with permanent ſtrength, and elegance not 
paralleled by antiquity. Works of this nature 
(which every one knows flouriſh regularly in the 


ſplendid ſun-ſhine of monarchies, but ſleep un 
der the rugged and contracted inflacace of the 
popular ſyſtem) will be brought to perfection 
by a. well-governed poſterity. If Architecture 
dhe wb of the arts tiny the naling 
of ſacred edifices for the Divine Honour is the no- 
bleſt of the ends of Architecture. For this 
great end among other inferior ones, the trea- 
fares of the foreſt are to be cultivated ant P. 
pared. The Temple on Mount Sion is to be re- 
edified, but, to ſcripture, not on the 
22 model, i. e. as the beſt Chriſtian Di- 
very ingeniouſly interpret it, on the mo- 
detof "the Chriſtian Temples. A work, doubt- 
leſs, to be imitated in other countries. Thus 
 fays the prophecy ; The glory of Lebanon ſpall 
came unto thee, the fir pine-tree, and the 


free, the 


box-tree together, to beautify the place of my Sanc<= 


tuary, and to make the place of my feet glorious,” 
It would by no means be unwarrantable to ſup- 
ri OOO FP glorious art of the 


DI & 
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Architect to be carried even into the laſt bleſſed 
ſtate of mankind in the 


even 
into the ſtate called the new Heavens and the new 


Earth, the complete ſtate of Nature 
. 
. 
Wy oo a fowered Strudture bigh, 
Where fr'd Ang bel ther ee. 
a alſo, and Poetry, are Arts too celeſtial 
to be baniſhed from the Earth in its ſtate of im- 
er e, a. They inſpire the 


ſentiments of innocence, virtue, ſweet- 

love, ſympathy, and” whatever things are 
2 In theſe arts likewiſe, our ele- 
vated Toit autor a e eee 


4 


a harp, | "= : , 4 
ET re . 4 
with them from ** * had — 
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au They were Angels, who celebrated 
r by their Song which 
wiſhed Gh to God, and Peace and Benevalence to 
Men. At the Creation of this world, the 
rior Orbs, called the. Stars, we ia to 
have rang with the harmony of the Sov of God 

their dignified inhabitants, And the Elders in 
the Revelations, aſſembled before the *Throxe, 
are ſaid to accompany their voices with the me- 
lody of Harps, TEA 
Song of * n 


Next to the" N of acl 1 
ful ſtate of being which God. intends ter the 
eternal teſt and recompence of the virtuous, 
there is nothing more - Intereſtin gor Faw 


parts of holy Scripture, whach lay 
9 of this Wend, in BY Ons fo- 


greſs towards that Reflitution of 
will be the final eſtabliſhment of hr 
pineſs. 1 have thug far called your attenti 
to the view which the Spirit of Prog ec 

fords us, concerning al eie 
e e e 
ſimplleixy ef life: which we ane affect b 


r * a melioration 
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of alt the pack of this l For 
ul Nature {hs T partak ol 'IT Reden 314 16,0 a 
all was ſhaken in the Ruins, and the whole ag- 
gras Spe ll pally be retort to 
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of matiners, to which the roughneſs 
paar lag et Fol nd of which the ſer- 


vility of- a deſpotic court is the ynmanly conn” 
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mutiay 
and 


of generous 
been impoſed on -oun 
tianity. Princes have grown jealous 


ſet up, in their own quarters, 
of Henan Diftatorial Aut 
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Palm lx. 16, 17, 18. 


man ow RE + 
the glory of his houſe is increaſed. For when 
he dieth be ſhall carry nothing away ; hes glory 
ſhall not deſcend after him. Though whilft be 
toed, be bleſſed his foul ; and men will praift 
thee when thou det well to thyſelf. - 


DO not ſee why moderate men ſhould be 
diſguſted at the high opinion which a weal- 
thy ſenſualiſt entertains of his own happineſs. 
When his ſphere of animal enjoyment i is en- 


larged by an augmentation of his fortunes, and 
he abandons himſelf to a ſoft 


ſhould it be his humour to deem none happy but 
himſeli, and others of the ſame claſs, who are 
rich enough to command luxuries, and liberal 
enough to purchaſe them, the mere exiſtence of 
this notion in his mind is of ſo ſmall conſequence 
to every one but himſelf, that it would not be 
very reaſonable to ſuffer-it to deprive us of one 
moment's repoſe. Whilft be lives, let bim bleſs 
bas foul. To be ſure, it would be better for ſo- 


ciety, and for many individuals, if, inſtead of 
con- 
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conceiving all happineſs to ariſe from wealth 


and luxury, he would learn to derive ſome plea- 
ſure from public virtue and generoſity : to which 
qualities, perhaps, in your opinion and mine, 
even Gold 1s indebted for half its value to the 
| IT. But not to inſiſt much upon this, 
let him enjoy his miſconception, and fancy him- 
ſelf happier than the moſt exalted virtue could 
have made him. Methinks it is much more 
mortifying, that the world in general ſhould 
fall into the ſame infatuation ; that thoſe who 
look with concern upon the abuſes of - opu- 
lence which voluptuaries commit under the in- 
fluence of the miſtake that all good hes in lux- 
ury, ſhould themſelves contribute to confirm 
thoſe voluptuaries in their errors and miſcon< 
duct, by extolling every character which attains 
to wealth and grandeur, and bowing down with 
the moſt abject devotion to the general idol. 
For there is reaſon to think that the ſp _— 
volu would not bleſs his ſoul with 

a repoſe, if the opinion e 
ring daily in his ears the applauſes of immenſe 
wealth and an elevated ſtation. This then is 
the capital misfortune, which the Pſalmiſt re- 
marks in the laſt words which I read to you. 
And men will praiſe thee, will pronounce thee 


happy, 
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happy, flatter and cangratulate thee, when thow 


deft well to thyſelf; when thou advanceſt thyſelf, 
by induſtry, by policy, nay, by meanneſs, op- 
and what not, to an ability of revel». 


ng in refined and coſty amuſements 


Es 


-  Atleaſt; thus much I may ſay to any man: 
You have no right to cenſure a rich man for 


he ming im. for Nw a till you are 


9 * to com- 
_ ie wie Wl wt 
that H cannot be enjoyed without 
Riches. ' There are many who go farther than 
this, and are weak enough to believe that 
| riches will command But whether 
they are deemed to be all- ſufficient, or looked 


upon only as neceſſary ingredients, either of 


Plea ebmngmac emer > pantie” ra 
man avarice and ity. Now, it would be 

great deal too much to ſay, that a 
man. ought to be pee latisfied with every 
part 
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of his preſent condition , and with all things 
ſees around him in the world. True Con- 
tentment 1s yery different from ſuch a ſtupid ac- 


It is to be ſupported by Patience 
uturity 


- It is the will of Providence, that we 

feel the preſent life to be a ſtate of ex- 
erciſe and diſcipline, that we may be improved 
by its inconveniencies and misfortunes, and be 
ſupported by the proſpect of a happier exiſtence, 
It is not required of us to take delight in the 
thorny paths of ity, or to be inſenſible to 
the reliſh of ity's ſweetneſs, Theſe in- 
deed are not only impoſſible requiſitiona, but de- 
ſtructive of virtue, rather than any part af its 
eſſence. For virtue is to be ſeen in the noble re · 
linquiſhment of poſſeſſions and pleaſures which 
a man has feelings to eſtimate juſtly, on ac- 
count of the connection of moral evil with the 
acquiſition of them. Here is the true field 
where Contentment has its ſcope, It reconciles 
a man to the endurance of out of 
which Virtue will not fuffer him to extricate 
himſelf. To ſupport his mind in this painful 
endurance, Patience, which waits for a diſtant 
1 re- 
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n 
of pleaing Bupofaion. OR 


oye nd; * #* 4 -* 


| "as ink. 46 wide 
tefiretand” unndturat Rate of Commerce has 
given birth, ought not ti be eſteemed in any 


Proportion to the value which moſt men ſeem 
to ſet upon them. And 1 if we 
are viſe; we ſhall not only be contented ſfiould 
we be eompelled to live vvithout them, but re- 
ſign them without regret; as objects which are 
calculated rather to mcreaſe the wants and diſ- 
treſſes of life, than to furniſh one genuine ar- 
ticle df huinan happimeſs: Nor will a man 
ever arrive at the true ſpirit of eontentment, till 
he has learned to diſtinguiſn between the real and 
the imaginary goods of life. Having Food and 
I ſays St. Paul, Jet ns be thtrewith con- 

I do not know where contentment is re- 
> — provided theſe indiſpenſable 
requiſites are denied. It beſtows no cenſure 
upon the murmurs of thoſe that ſtarve, or are 


naked: Nor will the all- benefleent and indul- 


gent Providence which preſides over us, take any 
rigorous account of the bitter complaints which 
ariſe from the dens of famine and deſolation. 'Y 
nn. chat there is a melancholy condi- 

M tion 
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dition in life, to which the conſolations of re- 
gion are incapable of extending. When they 
do extend to ſuch caſes of extreme miſery as fa- 
mine and defolation, there is great felicity, and 
great fortitude of mind, rather than the diſ- 
charge of a duty which would not have been 
with. But if theſe confolations fail, 
thro' the weakneſs of nature, and the over- 
whelming weight of n 
perfectly | 


| The perſons who fall under the cenſure of 
reaſon and rehgion, are thoſe who are cha- 
racterized by the apoſtle already quoted. They 
tion and a ſnare, and into many. fookſh and burtful 
lufts, which drown men in rum and perdition. 


In this licentious p the flower' of life 
waſted. Cares unnatural to the 
heart, and labours dip to the | 
ſtrength, conſume the ſprings. 


of enjoyment, 
And in an advanced age, by the time the defired 


good is obtained, the decay of nature forbids the 
taſte of it, Or, (which W 


9 
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the thirſt of gain increaſes with the heap, and 
condemns a man to that long ſlavery, from 
which Death only ſhall be able to redeem him. 


Inſtead of ſtaying to rgue the ibfurdity of 
a laborious purſuit of riches, on account of the 
great and uncertainty of the acquiſi- 
tion, I will ſuppoſe 


early by a rapid ſucceſs, equal to the 
wiſhes of the moſt ſanguine adventurer. Let 


e 


happineſs, —＋ tutor ops 
fill farther gratifications, till no more can be 
procured. They grow inſipid themſelves, pleaſe 
r 


Prey ——— 
' M 2 che 


them to be obtained in an 


164 
the ſupply of thoſe unnatural wants, and can 
only furniſh at laſt that food and raiment which 
— poſſeſſions can as well procure. As 
age advances, the deſires of earthly joy and 
ſplendour naturally abate. Infirmities ariſe, 
which impoveriſh the ſpirits, and render inſipid 
all the luxuries of life: of which, conſe- 


quently, it is then an ic ever to have 
taſted. 
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The purſuit of Riches is frequently under- 
taken under pretence, and perhaps with a real 
view, of acquiring powers to exerciſe humanity 
in relieving the diſtreſſes of mankind, or to 
ſerve the public welfare by throwing a virtuous 
influence into a national ſcale. But there is no 
purfuit, in which a man will ſooner find him- 
ſelf deceived as to his generous defigns. The 
purſuit of Riches is properly boundleſs. -. It is a 
Race which has no Goal. When will you ſet 

the time when a man in purſuit of wealth ſhall 
begin to ſcatter any portion of his treafure ? At 
what hour will you convince him that he is rich 
and powerful enough to do all that good which 
he ſet out with aiming at? Are you fure that he 
has not ſince then — and that he 
will not ſtill farther enlarge it, before he begins 
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to expend the ſubſtance which is not yet ſuffi- 
ciently accymulated ? Like an author, who 
from time to time lengthens out his ſubject, till 
the publication is entruſted with his heirs. 

= ha perhaps, there is equal reaſon to aſk, has 
not his plan ſince the firſt been contracted? 
Have not the advantages of wealth raiſed his 
idea of its importance to himſelf ? And may he 
not have acquired a love of gold, which has ex- 
tinguiſhed the ſparks of his benevolence ? While 
his poſſeſſions have been increaſing, flatterers 
may have bloated up his vanity with their ve- 
nomous breath ; and vanity, which conſtantly 
ruminates upon Self, may have diminiſhed in 
his ideas the merits and claims of mankind 
around him. The arts of acquiring riches are 
by no means favourable to the cultivation of 
public ſpirit. Oppoſitions are met with in the 
purſuit, which ſour the temper, and inſpire a 
contempt and an abhorrence of many charac- 
ters! And how few minds are there which will 
properly diſtinguiſh thoſe characters which have 
diſguſted them, without imbibing at the ſame 
time an unfriendly prejudice againſt mankind in 
general? Inſomuch that he who ſet forth on 
principles truly noble, with a magnanimous de- 
ſign to be a public benefactor, may fo alter his 


* ſen- 
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ſentiments by paſſing the thorny avenues ta 
riches, that he may have loſt all the ſweetneſs 
of his temper, and may turn the ſtream of his 
ambition in a flood of bitter waters to the de- 
triment of mankind. 


I fear it is ſingularly fortunate, even to the ra- 
rity of a miracle, if in the purſuit of riches 
there are no ſacrifices to be made of honour and 
humanity ; if there are no tools to be impaſed 
upon, no competitors to be overtaken, no op- 
ponents to be ruined, no innocent to be plun- 
dered, no defenceleſs to be overborne, no credu- 
lous to be deceived, no 5 politic to be out-witted, 
no upright to be ſeduced, no venal to be cor- 

rupted, no dark ſtratagem to be planned, nor 
one iniquitous and unwarrantable deed to be 

ted. I doubt it is not falſe what Solo- 
mon has told us, that he that maketh haſte to be 
rich ſhall not be innocent. 


Riches, like other unnatural productions, are 
productive of unnatural conſequences. It is ? 
to the purſuit of them we owe almoſt every 

great and ſmall piece of wickedneſs that ever 
was committed upon earth. They have hin- 
Greed many from being virtuous, whoſe natural 
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diſpoſitions promiſed amiable things; have 
transformed a thouſand fair characters into per- 
fect dæmons; but never made a Saint out of a 
Sinner, or a moderate individual better than he 
was. How much then in the wrong are all that 
with for riches, with a view of finding it eaſier 
than at preſent to obſerve the rules of virtue 
This is not uncommon ; but faunded ori great 
ignorance of the human heart, and of the re- 
gular operation of wealth upon the character of 
a perſon recently poſſelſed of it, 


With regard to Luxury, it will hear « queC- 
tion, which of the two is hardeſt to be con- 
vinced of its Vanity: the wealthy Senſualiſt 
who daily drinks deep draughts of it, or the 
needy wretch who enviouſly beholds it with a 
continual thirſt. An attempt ta alter the opi- 
nions of either is not likely to ſucceed. As to 
the firſt, it would be like the 
cloyſter to a lover in the arms of the fair; and 
with reſpect to the ſecond, it would be like ar- 
guing with a man in a fever, that cold water 


has not the quality of refreſhing. 
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gratifications, are thoſe accompanyments of 
Riches, which moſt men ſeem to covet, and 
multitudes zealouſly purſue, as the ſources of 
human happineſs. Now, the portion of human 
happineſs would be very ſmall, if 
theſe objects, which can be obtained only by a 
few, were the means to ſecure it. Thanks, 
however, to the benignity of Providence, they 
-are rather the means of deſtroying it. - The in- 
gredients of happineſs lye within the reach of 
the Majority. They are bodily Health, and 
mental Repoſe. And if we would enquire into 
the moſt excellent ſprings of the latter, we ſhould 
find they are Friendſhip, Love, and Religion. 
Now, by conſidering the operation of wealth, 
greatneſs, and luxury, upon theſe genuine 
ſources of enjoyment, we ſhall perceive how 
ſmall a portion of happineſs is enjoyed by men, 
and how much it is owing to themſelves that they 
enjoy not a greater, 


Let a perſon be ſelected from a thouſand of 
the preſent age, and let him be informed by a 
Traveller, that his far-diſtant Friend, of whom 
he has heard no tidings for a courſe of years, en- 
joys a ſtate of perfect Health; that he is fortu- 
nate in a hardy Conſtitution, which defies the | 


in 


4 
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inclemencies of is climate; that his . 
mount high, nd fan dan with» contigs 

and agreeable vivacity. To which let it be 
added, that he is remarkable for the calmneſs of 
his temper, and the felicity of his mind : which 
his affociates attribute to the regularity of his 
paſſions, and the ſecret conſciouſneſs of his in- 
tegrity and virtue, How much ſoever this ac- 
count might pleaſe, ſhould it be duly attended 
to, it would probably be heard with impatience, 
in expectation that the intelligence would pro- 
ceed onto another article generally deemed of the 
greateſt importance. And ſhould the account 
ſtop here, or the relator dwell on the former 
articles, the queſtion would be ſure to intrude it · 
ſelf, How fland his affairs ? What are bis pof- 
ſeſſions ? In what fiyle does be lrve ? Now, ſhould 
the perſon who brings the information, be more 
of a moraliſt than the enquirer, and, of courſe, 
(being ſollicitous to entertain the friend of his 
friend with an account of his ſingular happi- 
neſs) ſtill dwell on what in his judgment are 
the rareſt ingredients in human fortune, ſup- 
or leaving to the laſt what he thinks 
leaſt material in the inventory of a wiſe man's 
goods ; and proceed, in conſequence of the 
'fforementioned interrogatories, ta recount the 
| num- 


; 
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number of valuable Friends and | 
| in hols fall axed counties corner 
| cial hours take a rapid flight, Would not the 
enquirer, having attended to this article alſo 
with an impatience which would not ſuffer him 
to enjoy it, aſk a ſecond time, But has be not 
met with the beſt and fteddieft Friend of 'a traveller 
in all his peregrmations, that conflant and expedient 
Companion, which charms the dreary deſart, 
lightens all burdens, and makes rough ways Jmooth ? | 
| — Meaning no other than the d 
Gold, which is given and taken for every ſordid 
convemence. The moral relator, very natu- 
rally underſtanding him of that amiable and 
ſoft Aſſociate, which the Creator in his extremeſt 
bounty provided for ſolitary man, replies, (much 
to the other's aſtoniſhment) Your friend is 
| the beppieh of houſed Lovers. He poſſeſſes by his 
fide the glory of ber ſex, and the Idol of every 
Heart ; gentle, diſcreet, and generous ; as chear- 
ful as the Morning, and as pure as the Angels that 
watch over ber flumbers. One that bas till and 
potency to ſmooth the rugged walk of Adverfity, 
and ſprinkle roſes among the thorns of Life. 


ſtranger, rejoins, I meant, relying on your in- 
* e 
4 that 


— — 
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that one all-neceſſary Friend, which ſiveetent every 
other poſſeſſion, and makes it what it is ; without 
which Friends are but cold Comforters, and the 
faireſt Bride is but an unſatigfactory mate. The 
devout Stranger, eager to atone for his omiſſion 
of what always appears to him the chief Good 
of man, replies with reverence, F there is an ſ 
bumble mortal upon earth dear to the great Soye- 
reign of Nature, our virtuous friend has an inte- 
reſt in that powerful Patron. If God is delighted 
with bis own Image in human nature, be looks 
down with complacency on the man you enquire of. 
Our Examiner muſt now think it much too late 
to come to an explanation, For could he after 
this declare, that the Charmer, and the all- ſuf- 


ficient Friend he wanted to know if his old 
Companion poſſeſſed, was no other than an 
Eſtate, or*s Heap of Money „and not bluſh 
for himſelf, the Traveller muſt bluſh for him. 


I will not now take up your time toſhew, that * 
wealth and luxury are objects of inferior mo- 
ment to the poſſeſſions with which I have en- 


dowed the character I have been drawing, It 


would indeed be paying you the ill compliment 
of claſſing you in the Examiner's company. I 


will only beg your attention to a few ſcattered 
1 
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remarks, which may illuſtrate the doctrine I 
propounded; that riches and luxury have an 
unfavourable operation for the moſt part on all 
- the real ſweets of life. From whence it will 
follow, that the vaſt numbers of mankind who 
are purſuing immenſe wealth and voluptuouſ- 
neſs, are ſtraying wide from happineſs, and that 
all who pay their court to them are idolizing 
their deſtroyers. So that if it be allowed, that 
the majority of mankind are poſſeſſed of theſe 
romantic ſentiments, and act on ſa erroneous a 
principle, the low ebb of human happineſs 
will be clearly aſcertained, 


| Wealth and grandeur can no more be of ſer- 
vice to a man's bodily health, than they can 
change the colour of his ſkin, or add à cubit to 
bis flature. Riches uſually engage“ their poſ- 
ſeſſors in an unnatural way of living, which is 
deſtructive to health, and ſhortens the date of 
life. They increaſe a man's cares, if he is wile; 
if a fool, they are ſure to increaſe His vices. 
And neither cares nor vices are friends to the 
body of man. To become great and conſpi- 
cuous in the world, is the way to gain many ene- 
mies, and many traitors under the maſk of 

friendſhip. When a man forſakes the lowly 


walks 
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walks of privacy, and aſcends the rugged ſteep 
of Ambition, he abaridons all the fweets of 
friendſhip and fincere Society, which reſemble 
flowers growing in the valleys. 


Contentment 
is well-known, by the teſtimony of ages, to be 
the inmate of Cottages, not lodged under the 
_ towering battlements. The plain virtues and 
felicities of the natural life are put out of coun- 


tenance by the dazzling ſplendour of pomp and 
riches. How many minds have been giddy with 
their elevation, nor ever had leiſure or compo- 
ſure enough for the ſentiments of friendſhip, 
or the genuine ardours of love! The brilliant 
and midnight ſhows of excite a coun- 
terfeit ſpecies of that holy and divine paſſion . 
which is nurſed in the ſhades of ſolitude. Away 
boſom, all indecent levity, and the inhuman 
project of ſacrificing to ſhame the fair object of 
its defire! Theſe are the unnatural offspring of 
public revels. Riches and grandeur introduced 
and ſupports them, and have almoſt baniſhed 
from the earth that ſweet and generous ardour, 
which the Author of nature inſpired in man as 
the higheſt of terreſtrial joys. Luxury makes 


its votanes ſelfiſh, ungenerous, and mean, 
ONES CURTIS ho ncte0 2 cofregee Hr 
of 
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of many refined and artificial pleaſures, it bhatits 
the edge of the natural and original paſſions, 
and brings on an 1 for enjoying the re- 
ſources which Nature has provided for human 
delight, It eſtranges the heart from fri 
from love, and from piety. It inſpires a hatred 
for virtue, a contempt of and a habit 


of ſenſeleſs ridicule on all things venerable and 
ad- 


awful. This is what the World | 
mires, envies, and longs for: the ſpring of diſ- 
quiet, the bane of friendſhip, the deſtruction of 
love, the death of virtue, and the extirpator of 
religion, with all its confolations. Let thoſe 
then be ſuſpicious of it, who have ability to com- 
mand it. Let thoſe ceaſe to covet it, who be- 
hold it at a diſtance. Let us all follow, as much 
as poſſible, the ſimplicity of Nature, and be diſ- 
poſed to rejoice in a truth which is manifeſt from 
what has been ſaid ; that tho' the world abounds 


with miſery, a Bs 


the complete reſt of human nature, 
ing the worſt that may be proved of it. man is 
the principal author of his own diſtreſs ; and in 
as far as his enjoyment depends upon himſelf, it 
is eaſier for him to be happy than to be miſe- 
rable. | 5. 


All 
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Al chat I have faidon this ſubject is one con- 
tinued recommendation of Contentment. An 
humble virtue, beyond which I have a Luxury 
to recommend. Contentment gives a man plea- 
ſure, by enabling him ſimply to enjoy his own 
condition. There is a quality of ſublimer de- 
gree, which makes a man enjoy the happineſs of 
thouſands befides his own. To attain this ac- 
cumulated felicity, a power of doing good muſt 
— — mind, which can take 
delight in content and pleaſure 
to many boſoms. This exquiſite delight, how- 
ever, will not be 1zed by the rich and 
powerful. If it is not in the power of a man 
to ſerve mankind, or a circle of his friends, very 
ſubſtantially in their intereſts, at leaſt he can 
ſtudy to pleaſe them by a ſuavity of manners, 
and a kind attention to their repoſe. Courteſies 
are in ſeaſon 1 
Thus Happineſs is brought down, by the 
ſecret power of Virtue, to dwell with Impo- 
tence itſelf. Contentment, ſatisfied with the 
accommodations of food and raiment, is a good 
for the time being: but Benevolence 
fills the foul with a moral and ſublime Delight 

ak. eee after a 
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man's viands ſhall become inſipid, and bis 
garments incapable of warming the current 
of his blood. Contentment, in one word, is 
the Poverty of Virtue: — 19 its Rickes 
and its Luxury. | 


This is that Species of Riches and Luxury, ir in 
which a man may find a happineſs adequate to 
the ſuperior part of his nature. Whereas the 
other Species which drives the world mad, 
| mocks the zeal of its adorers ; and makes them 
appear in the ſame fooliſh light as a man who 
ſhould range over hills and valleys, in purſuit of 
the Horizon : which ſtill flies before him, — 
keeps an unapproachable diſtance. 


ON 


„ 


DUTY or HUMAN LIF E. 


* 


— 
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Y HOULD our opinion be aſked of the hap- 

pineſs of a perſon in any particular de- 
partment in Society, among other things which 
we ſhould ponder before we would pronounce 
our judgment, I imagine we ſhould not fail to 
make ourſelves acquainted with the Employ- 
ment annexed to his ſtation. In judging of 
the deſirableneſs of a poſt, we not only en- 
quire into the extent of its Profits, but into 
the proportion of its Labour: S0 that in eſ- 
timating the Life of Man, it concerns us to 
examine into the nature of that Duty, which 


bb is buquirad bo diſcharge. 


wal ie Nr put Ar « mae thee 
neee 
| and Virtue in general, and Repentance 
or art I ſhall found niy diſcourſe on 
two Texts in holy writ, which 1 will read to 
you I diſtinguiſh Piety and Virtue 
2s the general duty of mankind, becauſe theſe 
mare and are 

| BU N 2 incum- 
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incumbent upon human nature in every poſſi- 


ble ſtate and degree of integrity or depravity.« 
I diſtinguiſh Repentance in particular, as a 


duty ariſing _ -— — TR 
degraded ſtate of mankind. 


Micah vi. 6. 


— I come before the Lord, nd fo 


myſelf _ Gun 
accepted.) | 


© The trve anfer to! this queſtion cle, 
in v. 8. 


He bath ſhewed thee, A as ind 
what doth the Lord require of thee, biit to do 


| fuſth, and to love mercy, n ese 
with thy God? |, [4 


1 

THIS « 6 of. man, 2. dw 
and conditions of his nature. This is to be 
his path, if he has not yet forfeited. his inno- 
cence ; and to this path he is to return, after he 
has deviated into irregular ways. In this latter 


caſe, the addreſs of the Goſpel becomes a neceſ- 
ſary 2 and adapts itſelf accordingly, 
with 
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with more peculiar propriety, to the preſent 
ſtate and charafter of mankind. 


Acts iii. 19, 20, 21. 


3 ye ann. and be converted, that your 
fins may be bletted out, when the Times of Re- 
freſhing ſhall come from the Preſence of the 
Lord, and He ſhall ſend Feſus Chriſt, who be- 
fore was preached anto you : whom the Heaven 
muſt receive until the Times of Reſtitution of all 
things, which God bath ſpoken by the mouth of 
all bis boly Prophets, * have been fince the 
world began. . 


HERE is both the Duty of Repentance, 
and that great Motive which lightens the La- 
bour of it. 


e and complacency of 
God, is unqueſtionably the moſt mamentous 


buſineſs of human Life, Nor can any man 


| form a trug judgment of the preſent life, either 
as to its value, or its uſe, without an acquaint- 


ance with the Duty expected from him by the 
* and Diſpoſer of his 
fate. 
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fate. I ſhall begin with Piety and Virtue as 
defined by the Prophet, and then proceed to 
Repentance as enforced by the Apoſtle, 


The queſtion, herewith ſhall I come before 
the Lord? how diſtant ſoever from the truth 
have been thoſe anſwers to it which have given 
moſt ſatisfaction, has been treated by mankind 
in general with an anxiety equal to its impor- 
_ tance. , It is a queſtion in every one's mouth. 
The true anſwer is ſeldom ſo ſatisfactory as it 
ought to be, for an obvious reaſon ; and after 
having received it, the reſtleſs enquirer betakes 
himſelf to the impoſtor for a more conſolatory 
direftian. The faithful and true anſwer is not 
agreeable to the Paſſions. On the other hand, 
the falſe and flattering anſwer, whatever it be, 
comes without the full approbation of the ſu- 
penor principle. And therefore till a man can 
bring his reaſon and his paſſions nearer to a ba- 
lance, he remains in a wavering and 
ſtate. He muſt either ſtupify his nobler facul- 
ties, or give a heraic denial to the demands of 
ſenſe, before any Caſuiſt can pleaſe him, 


It appears to have been the opinion of the 
Prophet Micah, that the true method of obtain- 


ing 
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ing the divine favour was dens jo the difco- 
very of all men, He hath fhewwed thee, ab man, 
what is good} though it ſufficiently appears _ 
that he was not inſenſible of the deplorable ig 

ncteneein eee whe hekanmotoa | 
the human underſtanding, by the abſurd queſ- 
tions which he puts into. the mouth of the 
Queniſt. Shall I come before him with burnt af 
fermgs, with Cabves of a year old? This queſtion 
founds itſelf on a ſuppoſition that animal 
ſlaughtered ſacrifices were inſtituted by God. 
And as they were uſed by the Patriarchs after the 
Flood, from the time that men had a permiſ- 
fion to lay the animal for food, it ſeems not 
queſtionable that they had intimations from 
Heaven that the worſhip they paid with facri- 
fical Symbols, was not only acceptable from the 
piety of the deſign, but the mode in which God 
choſe men ſhould then be inſtructed in his a&co- 
nomy of Pardon and Redemption. This uſage 
however, was liable to abuſe, and the abuſe was 
made. It was this. Inſtead of receiving thoſe 
moral impreſſions which is, 3 re- 
preſentation before their eyes ſhould have 
had upon their minds, * exceedingly 
apt to truſt to the efficacy of the external per- 
formances, as a Satisfaction to the will of 
God, and a Reparation of the breach be- 
wirt Him and/their Souls, How ſhall Ipleaſe, 


N4 „ 
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or appeaſe Gd? Aye the Quaeriſt. Shall I bring 
burnt-offerings ? If this be bit » furely 
He will accept the P. Mien were wil 
ling to conceive, that the outward exhibition 
was valuable in itſelf, and not for its 
on any qualities or im 
in the heart of the worſhipper, 
. viſible fymbols. An unwillingneſs to real virtue 
rendered men forward to ſubſtitate the external 
for the ſpiritual act. This ſuperſtition was gra 
dually confirmed by the ſupport it received from 
the arts, from the and from the ma- 
giſtracy. The fineſt difplays of human inven- 
tion contributed to the grandeur of Sacrifical 
Worſhip. Temples, images, and altars dazzled 
the ſight with their and fplendour, 
commanded an awful reverence from 
and drew aſtray the attention from the obligati- 
ons of morality. Ceremonies, growing profitable 
to the Prieſts, naturally obtained from them all 
the ſupport which the Sanctityof their characters 
could confer, while they were ſuffered at the ſame 
time to degenerate into 8 by drop- 
ping their fymbolical ſpirit, till they became 
merely farcical. The civil magiſtrate alſo, being 
and imperious, found his account in 
the ſuperſtition of the peop r aſſiſt- 


anſwyer able to the 
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keep men er an 
authority. n 
hetween the civil. and the ecclefraſtical tyrants; 

and the 1 foe were Walt” 
eee rn of the other. x 


| When Saetifices, ih Ghinlves, weak 
, once oY 
ſidered as atonements to open 
ling ſavour, ve was natural for men to conceive, 
that the number and coſtlineſs of the victims 
r We heightened the value 
offerings in the ſight of the Deity. - Ac- - 
par fays the Quæriſt in Micah, Will the 
be pleaſed with thouſands of rams, and with 
ten thouſands of rivers of oil Such expenſive of- 
ferings as the Jewiſh Kings had preſented 2 
— Ju 2 


0 opinion 

7 take pleaſure in the folemn ſlaughter of 
| beaſts of the foreſt, that this was an equiva- 
r 
rr 
ick poured out on an altar from the veins 

of expiring animals, all this is nothing aftoniſh- 
ing, compared to that prodigious — 
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in folly and Wen which obtained in many 


countries, where Moloch, the moſt excerable of 
all the idols of antiquity, uſurped the homage due 
to the all-gracious Deity: in adoration of which 
diabolical Monſter, the bodies of living men. 
women, and infants, were burned to death in 
the cruelleſt manner, too ſhacking to be re- 
lated, by many thouſands at a time. In allu- 
hon ta theſe human ſacrifices to Moloch, ſays. 
T tes dry hf 
my tranſgrejſion, t my or t 
EVOL 


Indeed, when. men had once | ſubſtituted a 
multitude of fictitious deities in the place of the 
One God, the Father and Original of all things, 
for whoſe exiſtence and perfections the voice of 
nature pleads throughout the viſible Creation, 
this confuſion of Gods became a fruitful cauſe 
of inventions concerning the methods af atone- 
ment, and the modes. of devotion. A yariety 
of beings, inveſted with a variety of qualities, 
were to be pleaſed by a variety of methods. So 
that it became impoſlible to fix any bounds to 
ſuperſtition, after the Divine Unity was loſt, or 
to invent any e in "ne too abſurd 

or 
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or too abominable ON N 


veneration, 


al Re- 
moral, wad ſpiritu 
— 4 I teaches the Unity of 


is equally clear on the b 
For wiſe Being will ö 
I 
3 1 


288 2 —— 


A the prophet Micah affre gg 
r He 


ous 
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ſhewed thee, oh man; what is gend. He does 
not ſay, ob Hraelite, or any one to whom God 
has made an expreſs Revelation, but ob Man! 
Thou, whoever thou art, to whom God has in- 
parted the gift of human U z to 


whom the Book of Nature is open, which he 


to come with ſucceſs before the Lord, and to 
bow thyſelf, with approbation, before the bigh 
God. It is to do juſtly, to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with thy Gad. This is to be thy courſe, 

whether thou haſt hitherto walked in upright- 
neſs, or deviated from the path of Innocetice, 
And they who have violated the laws of juſtice, 
mercy, and piety, - muſt obey them for the fu- 
ture. According to the apoſtle, Let bim that 
ole, fleal no more ; but rather let him labour, work- 
ing with bis bands the thing that it good, that be 
may haue to give to bin that nerdeth. In the 


do evil, and, learn to do well. Our Saviour's 
doctrine is the ſame. Go, and fin no more. And 
that of John Baptiſt, Bring forth fruits meet 

for repentance. In ſhort the acceptableneſs of 
5 | thefe 


— —— he muſt ceaſe t 


| 


form doctrine of Reaſon and Revelation, It 
was clear by the light of nature. But che 
Light ſhone im Darkneſs; Paſſions and preju- 


natural Revelation was granted to confirm this 
important truth, men were reſtleſs to corrupt 
and adulterate the oracles from Heaven, and 


few off to embrace every abſurd expedient 


which might fave them the labour of a moral 


1 


The wise ö 
Jews inſtituted for that nation a ceremonious 


code, by which he not only preſerved the wor- 


who otherwiſe would never have 
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theſe duties, as.defined by Micah, is the uni- 


_ dices blinded the underſtanding, and the Dar- 
neſs comprehended it not. And when a ſuper- 


ſhip of God, in bis abun Unity, among 


| 
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But they were intended by Moſes for me- 
drums of conveying moral and conſolatory 
inſtruction, not to be looked upon as of 
force equal to the moral Laws of the two 
tables; they were not to be deemed inſtitu- 
tions of unchangeable obligation; they were 
not to ſtand in competition with the eternal 
and everlaſting Statutes of Heaven. 


The Prophets who were raiſed up in ſucceſ- 
fion to inſtruct and reform that rebellious 
people, were earneſt and conſtant. in their 
declamations againſt the confidence they re- 
poſed in their external ceremonious perform- 
ances, and m calling their attention to thoſe 
virtues of the moral law, which were the 
great end and drift of the ritual. And it was 
as much as they could do by all their la- 
bours and ſufferings, by the force of reaſon, 
and the authority of inſpiration, to keep up 
among that people a tolerable balance of ra- 
tional religion, and to prevent the groſſeſt ſu- 
perſtition of the moſt idolatrous Pagans from 
overſpreading a country which was enli 
ened and cultivated like the Garden of the 


— - 


L 


The 
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operated to render ineſfectual the light of Na- 
ture and Revelation in the inſtance of the Hea- 
thens and the Jews, has in like man- 
ner, under the light of the Goſpel, to divert 
the attention of the | Chriſtian world from the 
indiſpenſable duties of Piety, and virtue, and 
| has fixed it on ; which for abſurdity 
and extravagance have a good claim of rivalſhip 
with the errors both of the Jews and the Pa- 
gans. Examine (if you would make the com 
pariſon) the trade in the Church of Rome of 
Pardons and Indulgencies ; the lucrative com- 
merce. of the fuperabundant Merits of 2 
Saints, parcelled out in | 
r K —_—_ the — 


Paintings; implicit faith in the Church; Con- 
feſſion to the Prieſt, and Submiſſion to bus caſ- 
tigations ; punctuality in a childiſti and ridieu- 
lous round of offices, unintelligible in part, 
and blaſphemous in the reſt; together with that 
ſublime height of Roman Sanctity, which atones 
for all errors of the head and heart, the — 
gation of the Trent - Creed, and enlargement of 
the Pontifical Intereſt, by fraud, force, con- 


4s 4 | piracy 


the Hoſt, of Angels, Saints, Images, and 


pugnant to the | paſſions, than the..virtues of 

ſtrict juſtice, honour, and purity. , The im- 
moral among the laity wiſh always fo hear.cor- 
rups dofirine: inven: the dlexyy.. | Thair:detnand 


The Church of Rome, Aas. O0 compltes with 
the inclinations of wicked men, and anaintains 
temporal wealth and dontimzon by: its profanc 


A aa 
the Proteſtant-Canſe, could he ,prove- al the 
_ claſſes of the Reformed to have ated clear ef 


this diſgraceful imputation ! In ſame points, 
alas ! they have only ly exchanged an old Noſtrum 


4 5 for 


— 
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for a new one, to accommodate the cravings of 


a vitiated Conſcience. The merits of the Saints, 


and the Infallibility of the Church, have given 


place to vety wild reſentations of the 
imputed Righteouſneſs of the Redeemer, and 
of Tuſtification without Works, in a ſenſe which 
reduces all human characters to a level, annihi- 
lates virtue in man, and ſubverts the whole 
moral fabric of the Goſpel. Virtue ! moral 


Duty ! How have the multitude been taught to 


deride it! It is reputed dry, legal, carnal, and . 


the very rags of Heathen-Philoſophy. The 
high Sanctity of a Fanatic makes him look 
down with contempt upon + morality. It is 


well if his hatred to Vice be equal to his con- 


tempt of the vulgarity of Good Works. 
To return to the prophet ; who with fingulat | 


propriety anſwers onequeſtion by another. What 
doth the Lord require of thee, but to do juſtly, and to 


love: mercy, and to wialt 60 with thy God? 
What elſe can He be ſuppoſed to ſet any value 


upon, but thoſe qualities which alone are va- 


performance of every action which is fit, right, 
reaſonable, obligatory; the giving reſpect, 
property, commendation, affection, aſſiſtance, 

Vo. I. —— 


luable in man? To d iftly, comprehends the 
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wherever they are dye; com all the 
lots of Fomiihin, md off the ions of 
gratitude ; and extends to all that compaſſion +. 
and relief to others, which a man, if af- 
flicted himſelf, would expect to receive, To 
love mercy, or to delight in mercy, to take plea- 
ſure in doing good, and as a pleaſure to purſue 
it with alacrity and zeal, (which is the higheſt of 
the human Virtues,) requires a man to abhor 
the thought of giving pain, and to be defirous 
of all poſſible addition to the enjoy- 
ment of creatures; to forgive and 
reſtore to his affection thoſe who have injured 
him, on their diſcovery of a more amiable dif. - 
poſition; to wiſh for occaſions of exerciſing 
humanity, and, like the God of Mercy, to 
wait to be gracious and benignant to every crea- 
ture around him. To wall humbly with Gad, is 
to acquaint ourſelves with the Supreme Good- 
myo DOE 
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glory of our enjoyments and our graces, and 
placing our hopes of recompence on his free 
and unmerited benignity. As the Prophet has 
here divided our duty, he has not mentioned 
Temperance, or Self-Government. But it is 
evidently comprehended. Divers ſorts of li- 
centiouſneſs are injurious to other men. 
requires a ſober, ſelf- poſſeſſed, and well · regu- 
lated mind. Mercy calms ſome of the Paſ- 
fions ; and Equity, the companion 2 
deration, controuls them all. 


The wan, dee ic, the feſt 
Fountain of all life in Nature, has been happy 


from beginningleſs eternity in the contempla- 
— 11 — and in the furvey of 


the effects of his diffuſive Perfections. And He 


is neceſſarily pleaſed with perceiving thoſe qua 
lities in his reaſonable creatures, which, in 
Hunſelf, have been the ſprings of his eternal 
delectation. For nothing can be clearer than this, 
that God muſt continue to be d 


thoſe things which have delighted him for ever: th, 


By Equity and Mercy manreſemblesthe Deity. 
By Piety he does not; the Divine Being having 
do Saperior, to ham a pious regard cn be due, 

- But 


clighted with - 
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But by the exerciſe of Piety to God, man may 
learn to reſemble his Creator the more. The 
more men converſe with the Father of their 
ſpirits in adoration, ſupplication, and 


the divine arid rational life. The more they 
contemplate the p of the Deity, the 
more they venerate and love them, and in pro- 
portion grow more ardent in their deſires, and 
more laborious in their endeavours, to copy 
them in their hearts and characters. 


As to the queſtion, whether this fubRantial 
Virtue and Piety defined by the prophet, is a 
light or a heavy burden upon human nature, 
let it be conſidered, that man neceſſarily derives 
his pureſt enjoyment from the cultivation, and 
His extremeſt miſery from the violation, of 
theſe qualities. No man can trample on the 
live of juſtice, and — — 
leſs, without creating a Hell within his boſom. 
No man can cunteract the tender feelings of 
bis nature, and commit actions of cruelty, 
without inviting Furies to take refdence in his 

Nor can a rational being live regard- 
kes of his obligations to hisheavenly Benefaftor, 


with» 
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— 


was put into our hands. The profeſſed deſign, | 
of the Goſpel is to puri) 4 people, zealous of 
good works: Pure Religion; as there in all its | 
God even the Father, is this; for a man to vifft - 
the, fatherleſe and widows in their affiiftion, roll 


to keep himſelf unſpotted from the world. And in 
ſtill fuller terms of the ſame facred- code, The 
wiſdom wwhich is from above (the Religion which 
is of ſupernal, divine original) is firf pure; | 
then peaceable, gentle; - eaſy to be intreated, full of 
mercy, and good frus; without partiality, and 
0 3 This 


— 


198 On Taz Dor r or Human Lire. 


This is true Religion, becauſe theſe are the 
qualities to which the world muſt for ever be 
indebted for any ion of its happineſs. 
The violation of them, on the other hand, is 
the only ſource of miſery, and that fruitful 
ſpring of evil, for which the world now tot- 
ters in its ruins. Sound Virtue and Piety muſt 
reſtore it. Theſe, and not any external, cere- 


monious Performances, are the eſſence of Re- 
ligion | 


ciffitudes, is rational. To bow the head, to 
bend the knee, in token of ſelf-abaſement and 
adoration, are rational. To uſe words in De- 
votion, and utter them with a of 
manner, is rational. All theſe, and many 
more external obſervances, are neceſſary and uſe- 
count of their utility to the holieſt of purpo- 
ſes, their ſubſervience to the mental improve- 
ment in divine virtue. As an ingemous Divine 
moſt ſenſibly expreſſes it, external modes are 
neceſſary to Religion, as Outr-works-are to the 
defence of a Citadel. But they are not Religi- 
on, any more than the Outworks are the Ci- 


* 
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If it were poſſible for the Supreme Being 
| 2 perform, as his Duty, ſuch 
actions, and to cultivate ſuch qualities as would 
. 
and a fevere, tyrannical Injunction. Or if 

trifling in their conſequence, not fol- 


plain of the fad lot of our con- 
dition. But human Duty, as it ſtands in the 


indiſpenſably exacted by the Judge of our con- 
duct. We are left at liberty in that caſe to ac- 
quire, or to forego, the high applauſe and 
glory of ſome heroic atchievement of magna- 

nimity. A man in this caſe ſhall only loſe that 
MET. -, O4 | 


IE ⏑ - 


+ 
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glory and applauſe, not incur a penalty for his 
neglect. We may very properly exhort a man 
to exceed the preciſe requiſition of Heaven; 
but we have no right to denounce a woe, in con- 
| ſequence of his chooſing to decline the under- 
taking in queſtion. I will illuſtrate this remark 
by the inſtance of the young man in the Goſ- 
pel, whom Chriſt, had the youth been conſent- 
ing, would have ordained a thirteenth Diſciple. 
He had kep? the commandments from his child- 
hood; and Jeſus, knowing well his amiable 
diſpoſition, loved bim, and admired his inte- 
rity: This youth, then, was truly happy in 
his preſent character. And to ſay, as many 
Divines have ſaid, that he incurred. Damnation 
by not cloſing in with the propoſal. of - Jeſus, 
appears to me to be the wantonneſs of uncha- 
- ritable Rigour. Chriſt ved him antecedently, 
and independently of his. choice to keep or to 
relinquiſh his fortunes. . And in the love of 
Chriſt he could not periſh. The truth is, he 


was at liberty to acquire the higheſt glory of hu- 
man virtue, or not. The trial was hard, and 
the taſk not indiſpenſable. F thou wilt be perfect, 
ſays the wiſe and gracious Redeemer, part with 
all that thou haſt, and ſhare with me the rough 
uſage of the. world. Vn wilt be perfect. 

| This 
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| This is not the language of a Command, where 
the negle&t is an Immorality. It was fub- 
' mitted to his choice, whether he would facri- 
fice the advantages which Providence had 
granted him in a proſperous fortune, and taſte 
adverſity with Chriſt for the more extenſive good 
of the world; or whether he would -retire to 
his poſſeſſions, and continue to make that good 

uſe of his wealth, in a narrow and private cir- 
cle, leſs glorious to himſelf, for which Jefus al- 
ready loved him with an affection nl 
to the amiableneſs of his character. 


- It is not the Romiſh doftrine of works of 
Supererogation, which I have the leaſt inclina- 
tion to defend ; being poſſeſſed with too firm 
an opinion, that the Gratuities which God in 
his munificence prepares for the recompence of 
his Servants, bear a proportion to atchievements 
ſuperior to the higheſt perform- 
ances of which human nature is My 
meaning is to aſſert, that mankind are : 
under a Tyrant, but a mild and i 
Sovereign, who, E 
maids are fatisfied, leaves an upright ſervant 

at-large, as to the attainment or relinquiſh- 
mient of a very ſublime degree WR 
l 1 


forth in a 


Pr. moments which Pro- 


* 
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facrifice of paſſions and affections which are 
not only rivetted in the firſt principles of na- 
ture, but conſiſtent with ſuch private virtues as 
the weld can i fence in its proſhid enniſicies; 


I may perhaps exemplify a caſe which will am- 
ply illuſtrate the doctrine of this remark. If 


a wiſe and pious man, who is a worſhipper of 


the true God in his Unity and perfections, 
chances to be member of a community, where 
the laws have given ſanction to an idolatrous 
worſhip, which is not cruel in its exerciſe, un- 
leſs he be endued with more illumination 
from Heaven than the native powers of hu- 
manity can reach, he is under no to 
ſtand forth in oppoſition to the law, or to diſ- 
turb the tranquillity of the State, by an open 
diſſent from its authorized uſages. He may, 
or he may not, be a voluntary Soldier in the 
battles of the Omnipotent. Should he venture 
of zeal, without an am- 
ple and indubitable commiſſion, it is much to 
be dreaded he will want, before he ſhall have 
ACS the powers and reſources of 
intrepid and indefatigable perſeverance. All 


vidence chooſes for his maſter-ſtrokes in the 
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And perhaps it is beſt for all juſt men to wait 
for a due ſignal, before they embark in deſigns 
of a public nature for the advancement of di- 
vine truth 
unſupported by the 
nity, are but feeble in their addreſs to a blind, 
obſtinate, and vicious crowd of low-minded, 
unaccompliſhed rationals, who are perfect 
ſtrangers to every great uſe of their faculties. 
In ſuch a caſe, if it can be applicable in any 
caſe, the counſel of our Lord ſeems ſeaſonable 
and forcible. Give not that which is holy to the 
Age, neither caft ye your pearls before fwine, tef 
they trample them under their feet, and turn again 
and rent you. The Prophet Eliſha did not re- 
quire Naaman, though converted himſelf, to 
attempt a demolition of the idolatry of his 
country. = Henceforth, ſays Naaman, I will offer 
neither burnt-offering, nor Sacrifice unto other 
Gods, but unto the Lord. In this thing the Lord 
pardon thy ſervant, that when my royal; Maſter 
goeth into the Houſe of Rimmon, to worſhip 
there, and be leaneth on my hand, and I bow my- 


myſelf in the Houſe of Rimmon, the Lord par- 
don thy Servant in this thing. It follows, And 
2 G in Peace. © 
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among the nations. Men alone, 
ſingular aid of the Divi- 


e in the Houſe of Rimmon, when I bow down 


of 
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But while I mean to aſſert the honour of 
that indulgent and gracious adminiſtration, to 
whach*mankind are accountable, I would not 
be underſtood to lean to ſuch a relaxation of 
public Virtue as diſcharges Individuals from an 
to make any efforts for the Glory of 
God and the advancement of true religion, in 
countries where the political Syſtem leaves them 
free to inveſtigate ſacred Truth, to communi- 
cate their diſcoveries, and to frame their out- 
ward conduct agreeably to their ſecret convie- 

tion. In ſuch a country, it is the duty of 
every enlightened perſon to contribute all in 
his power to the guardianſhip of holy liberty, 
and the promotion of that beſt end of it, the 
extenſion of divine knowledge. This part is 
obligatory upon him, on the ſame principle 
which makes it a man's duty, in a leſs liberal 
climate, to work, if he can do it pacifically, to- 
wards the gradual improvement of his coun- 
trymen. There is no need for any ſpecial call 
from Heaven to a man privileged in a free 
country, to exert the powers which the law 
bas put into his hands, in ſupport of true re- 
ligion, or the liberty of promoting it. Nor 
can any man ſo ſituated plead with juſtice, in 
excuſe for his indolence or timidity, that he 
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has received no commiſſion to ſtand forth on 
the part of his God, of virtue, truth; and the 
welfare of poſterity, eſpecially in caſe of an unfa- 
vourable aſpect in the degenerate times he hves 
in, threatening the loſs of ſacred freedom, the 
— of new chains for Truth and 
Virtue, and a ſhameful Retrogradation into 
the darkneſs and bondage of antiquity. If to 
raiſe up a nation from 1 , and diſſolve 


dhe magic band of Tyranny over the Soul, is 
a taſk too arduous to be ei without 


to preſerve 
| Pi of Liberty, Ae "it fo im 
poſſeſſion, is an unqueſtionable duty incum- 
bent upon every member of a well- 
State. The Laws are on his fide, and all che 

of Heaven and Earth concur to 
arm him with the ſublimeſt fortitude of a 


— and an eee 


' Ti Loathing 1 


Religions Oereinenies, if ever' 50 


tions, provided they violate not the laws of 
humanity, deſerve to be treated with much 


delicacy by thoſe who diſapprove them and wiſh 
their aboliſhment. Intemperate oppoſitions 
bring on bloodſhed, and furniſn 
e mankind, the inteivſted de- 
wir! _ Yaurers 


which all moral good influences are fo 


in uſe among men, with a view to the 
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vourers of the Fruit of Impoſture, with an 

of inſpiring the rabble of Devotees 
with the rage of Perſecution. External forms 
of devotion, perhaps, have neither ſo much 
good, nor ſo much evil in them, as their ad- 
the other, e 
The points of real value and 
the moral and divine virtues of the heart, = 
worthy and amiable actions of the life. And 
men are too apt to conceive that theſe ſubſtan- 
tial parts of religion cannot be promoted with- 
7 Ge A, 


to be reſtrained. Amidſt that almoſt infinite 

variety of external mode in holy things, which 
diverſiſies the face of Religion in all parts of 
the globe, what a hard taſk muſt it be to a 


nn tb void of prepoſſeſſion, to fix on that 
ſtandard, which on all accounts is moſt prefer · 


able and moſt pleaſing to the Deity | It is per- 


haps impoſſible, in the whole courſe of his 
life, even to acquaint himſelf with all the rites 


It is no very juſt way of judg- 


ing, nor ſatisfactory 5 to the mind, to imagine 
that God inſtitutes ceremonies at one period of 


of 
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the world, and aboliſhes them at another, with 

an erection of new ones in their ſtead. The 
different degrees of knowledge in men, which 
they have derived from the proportion of re- 
vealed truth granted to their reſpective times, as 
their times were able to receive it, very nat u- 
rally ſuggeſted to them a Diverſity of external, 
ſymbolical rites. And as the Uſe of parti 
rites is acceptable to Him, when ſerviceable to 
true piety, ſo the Diſuſe of them is not offen- 
five, when in ence of an increaſe of 
knowledge they are grown unequal to expreſs 
the ſentiments of an improved intellect. It is 
no wonder then to find the ritual inſtitutions 
divinely-commiſſioned Legiſlators varying 
g ——— — — 
ſo differently circumſtanced, that could the oc- 
cupiers of both periods have aſſembled as Co- 
_— ies, with their diſtinct 1 of 
mind, they muſt have appeared like the inha- 
bitants of two Spheres. Let us look then for 
ſtability, tuſty, and unalterable identity, 
in n6thing but the moral Law. Let us eſti- 
mate external performances by their fuitableneſs 
to the knowledge of the day, and their utility 
to the ion of ſound piety and virtue. 
Let us look with a candid eye upon the religi- 
; ous 
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of a degraded nature, to an exalted communi- 

cation with Heaven, through the intercourſe 
which is opened for us by the mediation of the 
Son of God. If any Sects of Cxiſtians, deem- 
| to. obſerrs thele imple and 
n 


faves with the uſages of 
the Chris Church in theſe rituals rovided 
they can attain the moral and. beneficial ends of 
ſacred meditation, independent of theſe Sym- 
bols, we are bound, in my a 


ich are not equal to theſe in the ſacredneſs 

ir original, which yet we ſhould do un- 
to cenſure, how much ſoever we may 
N obſerve or to ne- 
The uſe of the Baptiſmal Croſs- 
beben ad fe Ceremony, . 


17 3, 
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plete with inſtruction highly proper for a Chriſ- 
tian, though confeſſedly of human invention 
and appointment. The outward clothing of a 
Chriſtian Miniſter in white Linen, during the 
ſolemnity of public worſhip, (the decent Cuſtom 
both of the Judaical and Heathen Prieſts) ſym- 
bolical, as remarked 1n Scripture, of the Pu- 
rity, or Righteouſneſs of the Saints, 1s another 
Ceremony of good order, not to be deſpiſed, 
becauſe Chriſt deemed 1t no part of his im- 
portant errand to ſettle ſuch a diſpenſable, 
however prudent Ritual, by a ſolemn injunc- 
tion. If the invention of ſober-minded men 
is not equal to the inſtitution of ſuch Pro- 
prieties as theſe, it is ſcarce equal to any pur- 
poſes of life. Such matters are left by Chriſt, 
and by his apoſtles too, to the diſcretion of all 
times and places. And as ſomething. of the 
ſymbolical ſpecies will appear eligible to man- 
kind, as long as there is ſuch a thing as taſte 
or feeling in human nature, ſome expreſſive 
uſages are fit to be adopted, and generally agreed 
on, to prevent the confuſion which the per- 
| introduction of new Symbols, by the wild 

or chaſte ingenuity of individuals, muſt un- 
avoidably occaſion. One man might propoſe * 
it as an inſtructive cuſtom for every Chriſtian 
to worſhip with. a lighted taper'in his hand, 
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by way of hint t himſelf and 


and their nen 


ried lightly on the wings of the tempeſt, 
Dittie# which 1 have enforced from the | 
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e. will out- 
laſt the Ruins — WY OY 
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\ The. amt. duty. of TTY) ear (of 
which I come n to ſpeak) is a duty for Time 
only, not for. Eternity: no nor yet for all 


a ae. e 

might purify 4 people aua 
e. and that he might at length 
preſent his church a glorious Church, withaut ſpot 
er wrinkle, or any ſuch thing. It is foretold 
that in the laſt days God will pour out of bir Spi- 
rit upon all feſb ; that the people ſhalt be all righ- 
teous ; that all ſhall know God from the. leaft to the 
greateſt ; and that. the Earth ſball be full of the 
beat of Lord, as the waters cover the 
Sea. Towards the attainment of this reformed 
= the world (which the Revelation from 
Heaven will affuredly effect) there will be a re- 


gular, 
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and ſublimer, il, we all come 


Will 
the Faith, and of the 


vent of God's Kingdom, and the more 
it done on Barth,” at ir is in” omg 
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S 
from Adam; whale others, on the 


guilt exiſting, r 
and that many are abſolutely innocent even of 
any actual crime, and have no more to do with 
r the Soun Sound with the Phyſician. 
But I have no doubt it will be allowed by as 
many as are not warped in their underſtand- 
ings by the influence of Syſtem, that though 
no man can be guilty of an Anceſtor's Crime, 
yet he may have much to deplore in his owri 
Rate which he has derived from Adam, and a 
great deal more which he has derived from all 
his intermediate Anceſtors, from Adam down 
to his immediate Father. It will alfo be ac- 
knowledged, that there is great difference in 
the proportion of corruption which various 
men have derived from itors. And 1 
think it cannot be denied on the one hand, that 
there is ſuch a thing as a compararrve Innocence, | 
nor affirmedon the other that there is a human 
character abſolutely immaculate. If thus much 
be granted, then there are degrees in the nature 
of the Repentance which is due, in proportion 
66 | 
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there are reafotis'ts be given, which ben Re- 
penitance to be the duty of all the human off, 
ſpring. There are marks of the divine difplet 
fare” at the general wickedneſs of che world, in 
all the parts of nature, fo far às mankind are 

affected. We are bern in the.midit of. Juks. 
ings. n 
introduction into life. We are acq 
n 


S 
r and of the ſpecies the uy 
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nen wat; a world 
of Penitents. The badge Souls who 
breathe in it will mourn deepeſt 
miſery. 
themſelves, will be moſt affected with the cala - 
mitous condition of things around them. The 
Errors in conduct which eſcape them through in. 
_ advertency, e 
tion; and the — of their feelings will 
P 4 | pro: 


, penitent 2 


They who have lest to deplore in 


SC 
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þ theme of all 7 


Os Tus Dvtror Human Live. 27 
add this ſubſequent one, whether, if its labour 


be great, its Recompence be alſo vaſt and i- 


The Obedience which mankind are required 
to pay to the divine laws, is to be performed 
with a Spirit of Repentance. A Spirit, much 
to be diſtingui from that ſtate of mind 
which an innocent perſon feels in the continual 
diſcharge of duties which he has never violated. 
Ir 
to a peniterit frame, and not that e. 
ultation of heart which a ſtate free from pain 
and corruption would inſpire in its inhabitants. 
The heart of man ſhould now be ſmitten with 
a a ſenſe of diſtance from its God. We are .not 
Angels; nor muſt we attempt the ſublime tri 
umph of their Euchariſtic Songs. We ſhould 
ties to the Throne of God, with bodies kin- 
dred with the Duſt, and minds which we find 
difficult to raiſe above it. Beſides this, Repent- 
ance engages us in many an arduous taſk, the 
combat with temptation, the mortification of 
deſire, and the reduction of the force of ha- 
bit; which all require a laborious exertion 
of firength, ta | 
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diffatisfaRtion. And yet it is worth while to 
conſider how far Repentance may have an 
agreeable operation, in rendering our Duty 
ſier to be performed. It certainly inſpires 

and a true Penitent may ſtand ſe- 
curer from a ſecond Fall, than an innocent per- 


fon from a firſt, But to go int particulars. 


Humility is beſt cheriſhed by the Spi it of 
Repentance. No man can grieve for the un- 


worthineſs of his conduct, and exult at the 
fame time with an idea of his importance and 
dignity. When a Penitent confeſſes his miſ- 
conduct, ſurely there is no place in his boſom 
where Pride may erect her throne. The Pha- 
Tie is a confitent charaſtr, as well as the Pub- 
lican. The laſt, being penitent in 2 
ſion, is accordingly a pettern of Fumility The | 
firſt, confeſſing not one fin, but conſoſing him- 
ſelf with a recapitulation of his ceremonial 
punctualities, ſtands like one familiar with 
Heaven, frowns ſcorn upon the Publican, and 
breathes contempt upon the of men. 
What ſhall we ſay to the Confeſſions of Sin, 
which from the mouths of thoſe who 
harbour in their boſoms a high- ſpirit of Pride ? 
This is a mockery of Confeſſion. For Repent- 
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gnce and Humility can never be divided. Let 
me go on to remark, that is an 
eaſy Guide to Farb. 1 mean, Faith in the 
Goſpel. The Galpet is addreſſed to a ſimful 
world. Its firſt call is to Repentance. It is 3 
„ e 
world. And the it opens 3 
for the coniſolation of thiofe who deplo 1 50 
ſtruction which Sin has wrought in the creation, 
The Goſpel cornes from a Being who knows the 

true ſtate of the world, who knows that man- 
kind are born with f and heredi- 
tary corruptiong of nature, that they are not 
ſinleſs, bnt tainted more or leſs with the defile- 
ment of moral evil. Though therefore the 
r e woe lng RG, oe 0 
are engaged in a prefumptuaus and habi- 
2 and one to thoſe who are 
comparatively holy, yet it has one univerſal Call, 
and that is to Repentance. A man is not re- 
quired to accuſe himſelf of vices to which his 
heart is a ſtranger, but to examine the weak- 
neſs and depravity of his own boſom, and with 
his humiliation as an erring individual ta mix 
a penitential lamentation over the ruins of the 
Syſtem of which he is a member. Who believes 
this Goſpel ? The man of conſcious ReQitude ? 

Hardly. 


 cervethejuſtice and wiſdom of that ſhock" ir 
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cious Viſit. It is the perſom, whoſe 
eyes. are open to ſee, and whoſe tender Heart 'is 
ready to depiore the miſeries of a world which 
deais the marks of ruin and degradation in 
its chequered and irregular ſcenes. He can df. 
dern tte lord of this'creation to be farfrom cht 
reſpohident to the end of his being, and can per- 


Ein dal, ——— Gyr ate Kis eff 
penitent- 


nature, which threw into diſorder the inferic 
parts of the Syſtem for his pitiſhment and dif- 
cipline. He can dore the divine goodneſs 


the wonderful, progreſſive economy Ei 
dempiion of man and of this world from the 


general Perdititn: | Such a oheg before” he Mak 
heard o the Guſpel, beho Himſelf and 
Nature in Ruins, ib a abeady in ay” 
heart. It may alſo be obſerved; that Reperit- 
ance gives: equal aſſiſtance to Piary, Fer the' 
more diſguſtet is a man atithe diſtance bet@cey” 
hunaſelf. and his Deity, and the mom live _ 
he poſſeſſes af * | 


A | ker 
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ber eil his idejs be refined by coritenititicg | 
on the Divine Excellence. Pious characters 
have always been penitential. How amiably 
ſoever their Lives were conducted, their devoti- 
ons have been dictated by that Spirit of Suppli- 

cation, which has the healing balm of Pardon 
for its boon. + It is equally evident that Patience 
ave dogs wn the Spirit of / Ne- 
pentance. A penitent perſon can bear Buffers 
ings, becauſe ho is conſcious of deſerving them. 
And he can wait long while that 1s 
delayed, to-which he pleads'no title by his Merit. 
R mareover, - gives freſh wings to 
Fortitude. A true Penitent will not be intimi- 
dated by ſmall difficulties,” beeauſe he will be 

glad, on any terms, to be forgiven. Above all 
things, Repentance expands the genius of Be- 
nevolence. Can he Who relies on the divine 
Mercy for the pardon of his faults, be himſelf 
ungracious and ungenerous? Does he not love 
that quality of Mercy in God, which he wiſhes 
to be extended to himſelf ? And can he harbour 
in his own breaſt that dark, malignant diſpoſi- 
tion of Cruelty, or that ſeverity of rigid, im- 
placable Juſtice, which, if God could be ac- 
L would be His Deſtruction ? Thus 
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chearful Hope. 
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teged by that animating Motive which. the Gol-. 


arts, 
not excepting. ww of, e 
wited fram all. faces far. ever. e | 
wl. no longer diſturb the repoſe of the, 
And Nau and, the — f 17 
war With. Man, will be leagued with him in 4 
agvenent of peace. All things will then an 
8 
* W 

aroſe from the Fiat of its Author, and would 
have continued without a blemiſh, had not 


brake in by his rebellious * 
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order of the works of God. | Froth' thihes 
forward all things will proceed on with unin- 
terrupted harmony, as if no intermediate ruin 
had taken place. Known unto God are all bis 
works from the beginning of the world. And un- 
der his government, no deſign of his Wiſdom 
and Grace ſhall fall abortive to the 
No motive can poſſibly be equal to this, to ex- 
cite ſuch a creature as man to paſs the time of 
bis in this vale of tears, with hum- 
ble and penitent concern. We ſhall you whe 
ſhort and chequered life its beſt Sweet, by 
e of 
Kingdom of God. How happy might men 
think themſelves, favoured as they are, not- 
withſtanding their deviation from God and Na- 
ture, with a Promiſe that the diſorders ſhall be 
| rectified which they have introduced in Crea- 
tion, and themſelves reinſtated in immortal 
life, on condition of their cultivating ſenłi- 
ments proper to their preſent degraded State, 
and living fuitably to the knowledge of the Ruin 
and Renovation of their orb ! So bright are our 
diſcoveries from the Revelation of God, that it 
ought not to diſcourage ns, if Clouds and Dark- 
much that at certain periods a part of Nature, 
1 and 
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them, TheR of the Formaliſt ſhall 
leave him in the fituation of a needy wretch, 
clothed in Rags, loaded with Tinſel; while the 
Repentance of the Honeſt Man ſhall leave him 
a perſon of Worth, covered with a rich and no- 
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ren 
pleaſant to Man as it is reaſonable or pro- 
ſtable, there would be lttle left in human Life 
to embitter its fleeting hours, except the in- 
firmities of the body, and the diſaſters of For- 
tune. But in truth, man frequently finds his 
Taſk difficult, perceives in himſelf a violent 
difinclinatian to | ins labbur, and, — by = 
flattering repreſentation of the delights of Sin, 
dwells on the idea, till a fickly Longing is ex- 
cited within him, which nothing but a Fare 
well to Innocence and Virtue can appeaſe. In © 
ſhort, when Man would be virtuous, he meets 
a dreadful Antagoniſt—Hunlſelf. | 
Of All the truths in Divinity, which relate 
to the condition of Human Life, there is nos 
one which, in my. judgment, has been more 


erroneouſly explained by its advocates, or more 
and . 


*. o rib Drridvtr - 


Fuck of Nature. To 1 1 he 


e 


23 
diſgraces the annals of mankind. Ny 
ręadfi ie be, | 
e Che Witt oat alive he ot 
excels, is purely unaccountable, withcut a 
cauſe equal to the effect, if human nature, in 
periods of the world, be po ſſeſſed of its ori- 
integrity. E the meckanifin of the bad) 
| s any influence upon the operations of the 
mind, and produces particular tendencies of 
Paſſion or inclination, the Mind is then 
of inheriting impreſſions in its firſt alliance 
With the. corporeal ſubſtance. | And no one 
Will deny that bodily infirmities, humours, 
aſs (ho which preſcribe laws and limits 
to the intellectual and moral faculty) are con- 
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ture, by the rmiverſat conceſſion, when a Syſtera 
of Paithr makes no pare - dear ry re 


This Diverſity of Nature in minkind-is vi- 
Able in Infants in the Cradle, long before Eda- 
cation br Example can have furmiſhed a fingle 
| — The original tempers of In- 
fants differ as widely as the features of the face, 
or the complexion of the ſkin. And there is 
the like endleſs variety in the tempers of Indi- 
vidual Animals in every ſpecies. | 


There een be tio dhe dur Edvcutivn, Exz 
ample, Cuſtom, the Spirit of a Nation, the 
Genius of à Religion, the Form of a Govern- 
ment, and numerous other Cauſes, operate in 
fixing the degree of moral Depravity in indivi- 
duals ; increafing it in ſome, and it 
in others. So that the common depravity of 
human nature ſhall, in ſome ages, ſome na- 
tions, and ſome families, rage to an enormous 
meaſure, and create a circle of ſuch confuſion, 
_ deformity, and miſery, that the earth ſhall re- 
ſemble Hell, and the human form wear the 
image of an infernal Demon. And on che 
other hand, in ſome ages, ſome countries, and 
ſome domeſtic communities, a ſpirit of moral 

1 5 order, 
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controul and meliorate the native 
that human nature hall appear the Image of 
the Deity, and Life, in all points but the length 
2 W WARY 
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the human Countenance in any other view than 
as an external Mark of the hidden Depravity 
of the Soul. Now;z/the human countenance, 
univerſally, is not hidevuſly. deformed, and very 
ſtriking beauty is ſometimes to be ſeen. In 
general, the human face 13 moderately agree 
able, provided the mind be undiſturbed by any 
mean or miſchievous paſſions. The malicious, 
unſociable, ſelſiſh, and libidinous inclinations 
have a transforming power on the countenance, 
and change its aſpect for the time they govern 
in the foul. - Anger burns hot in the cheek, 
while Fear freezes it into the paleneſs of ghaſtly 


horror. The Features move alſo with the Mind, 


as ſubſervient as the and join to 
expreſs the diſtin& internal emotions. Let a 
man be intent upon a mean and ſhameful pur- 


| Gait, and he will find it difficult to preſerve a 
. It is an Art to ac- 


quire 


/ 


arder, gentleneſs, and- iberality- ſhall ſo far | 


os the- Deformity of 
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| Wire the diſguiſe. But: in; ſpite af all the arts 
af concealment, a long Habit of Anger, Cow- 


| , .ardice, Envy, Meanneſs, Jealouſy, or; Luſt, 


ſhall alter in time even a beautiful Face, and 


form it to, a fixed picture of the prevailing Vice. 
This characteriſtic countenance will deſcend, 


with more obvious marks of deformity, in cer- 


r 


cuous of that law of 
which carries tendencies and habits of 
in the blood. Behold then in Vice the origin of 
hereditary deformity! And from hence we may 
trace the introduction of that variety of reſem- 
blance in human countenances to the viſages of 
different brutes, to whoſe peculiar qualities the 
characters of vicious men are aſſimilated. Vite 
is an enchanted Cup, which not only in the 
ſtyle of Allegory, but literally alſo transforms 
the countenances of men into the likeneſſes of 
various animals. - According to the Poet, | 
22 Potion works, their human count nance, 
expreſs reſemblance of the Gods, is changed 
Tuto Rows bro, form of Wolf or Bear, 7 i 
Or Ounce, or Beer. Hog, or bearded Goat. 
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The Firſt of theſe points will lead me into an 
| hiſtorical enquiry concerning the Progreſs of hu- 
man Depravity ; and the Second will carry me 
on to a conſideration of the Means by which 
this Depravity wall one day be annihilated. 


It may even be faid, that independently of 
the bodily conſtitution, and the law of genera- 

- tion, all the Souls of men have an original, 
diſtinct Character of their own, which they 
bring with them into the world, or rather into 
the body ; and which hows its amiable or de- 
teſtable 
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no free in poking ts the me 
ſtitution, and the happieſt or direlt quality of 


d in 
the ſame mode without the leaſt vatiation, ſhall 
RET 


Fact in innumerable inſtances confirms it, from 
heterogeneous fraternities of this populous ge- 
neration. If fo, we are likely to take in the 
idea of a State of Præ-Exiſtence, from which 
the Soul, though deprived of its reminiſcence, 
has ons q ualities which it antecedently ac- 
For. that any bad q were im- 
on it, at its formation, by the 
Auther of Nature, is an idea of the moſt re- 
—＋ dn, hemy. However, this p 
nal' Originality of the Soul mult be! 
of ſome imp for the 
— , by the Inflacnce of ths 
animal OEcondmy, beſides of a ſelft 
mom tnt: „ ner © e 
1011 | 
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CG mar al 
' commenced with Adam's Defec- 
um A Ke ir we be by De- 
eint. I mean, that Adam could not convey 
to his Pofterity any more depravity than he 
contracted himſelf, and that all hereditary 
Corruption then took its beginning, though 
not its degree: for it was a quantity, capable, 
us has been experienced, of prodigious accu- 
mulation. n 
Fe „ e Gen 
Pree-Exaſtence, I wave it for the preſent, be- 
cause T mean to ſpeak, not of the D | 
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the crime was not Murder in the ſenſe of Law ; 


the idea of Death not exiſting in the Perpe- 
trator's mind: which was probably the caſe. 


It is difficult to fix in what light we ſhould | 
look upon the crime of Lamech, that deſcen- 
dant of Cain, the ſecond perſon whom we find 
guilty of Murder, or Manſlaughter; becauſe he 
expreſſes an expectation of having his own blood 
avenged upon his executioner rather than Cain's, . 

ſeventy degrees. If this ſe- 
curity of the manſlayer's life was intended by 
way of puniſhment, for the prolongation of his 
conſcious reflections, then Lamech may be un- 
derſtood to charge himſelf with a crime far more 
grievous than Cain's ; and this points it out for 
Intentional Murder. But if it was intended as an 
| indulgence, then Lamech ſeems to think himſelf 
far leſs guilty than Cain, and deſerving of a 
milder ſentence; and this points it out for ſome 
accidental ſtroke which unexpectedly ended in 
the ca of Death. However this be, it 


is reaſonable to ſuppoſe that the Depravity of 


mankind advanced from the g in no 
r 


But how flow Sende thight bes progrels'of 


human Depravity in the prior ages of the An- 
 tediluvian World, it appears that the latter pe- 
riods of that State made ſwift advances in the 
K I whole 
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tal Tranſaction, which ſoon filled the earth with 
ſcenes of miſery and violence, till it is ſaid that 
all Fleſh bad corrupted his way upon the earth, and 
every imagination of the thoughts of man's heart was 
only evil continually. The Corruption was ſud- 
denly effected, and by means which left mankind 
in a great meaſure innocent Sufferers of the Con- 
ſequences. It is a Tranſaction plainly enough 
related, with no more brevity than the other 
maſt material paſſages of that period: And yet 
with much ſtudy and ſtupidity has it been ex- 
plained away, (contrary to the judgment of al- 
moſt all the firſt Fathers) and reduced, from the 
ſtriking and momentous event upon 
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Superior Order of Beings, the Angels, or Sons 
of God; who inter- married with the Daugb- 
ters of Men, and had the Giants, or Titans, 
for theit aſtoniſhing Progeny. The ſucceeding, 
Deſcendants of this pernicious Coalition, (not 
accountable themſelves for the conduct of their 
Anceſtors)” were objects of pity for the uria- 
voidable Corruption of Nature, which they in- 
herited by the law of Deſcent. 'The unfortu- 
nate Remains of that loſt Generation, h 
lived to ſee the world ſtripped of its Antedihu- 
vian Glories, a wild and waſte of ſands 
and precipices; deeps and declivities, riſing out 
of a watery Sepulchre, engaged the tender con- 
ſideration of ' that” Paternal Power, who in bis 
Wrath thinketh upon Merey. When 
1 the 
Offences of Men were lefs pardonadle; and 
God concealed ' rather than "Himſelf 
under the Characters of the Eton tw, denoting 
e igour of fuſtice. But to 
Poſtdiluvian, born with a grievons 
—. — * Conſticution, He de- 
clares the all- ſufficient Mercy and Benignity of 
His Owti Nature, to raiſe the miſerable Cea- 
ture from Deſpair, under that dimmnufon of 
1 cog both mental and corpoteal, and that 


R 2 abridge= 
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abridgement of the length of his days, to 
which it was to reduce him, to pre- 
vent fucly an extremity of wickedneſs as might 


not have” been corrigible in theiee the duration 
of this World. 


I a hate ether dann to ſpeak of this 
great Source of human Corruption, the Inter- 
courſe of the Sons of God with the Daugh- 
ters of Men. And I will not now 
the ſubſequent parts of the Eſtimate I am en- 
gaged in, by traeing this. dreadful pre 
e and. 
connections, farther than r de ncedfel ts M 
luſtrate it as a principal Spriig of the mörul 
Depravity of our Nature. At preſent Fill 
content myſelf with remarking; that nothing 
can be mere groundleſs tha wo interpret xh 
2 in any other ſenſe. The Sans / Gad'is, 

the regular Sctiptural denomination of A 
gels, or Inhabitatits of 4 Su perior Orgi bent 
down from Gol un Sonwit s de Mankind, 
such are the Sons of G in Job, e 

eſent themſelves befare the Lon when Satan. 
came alſo among them, And fetch are the 98x07 
God. or Inhabitants of ſuperlde Obe. 
ſhonted _ oy at che Creation! dk r 


110 «2 131 
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while the Morning- Start, the Orbs of their ha- 
bitation, rang together in the harmony of the 
Spheres. To ſuppoſe that the Sons of God in 
this hiſtorical paſſage mean the Superior Men 
only, or the pious deſcendants of Seth, is an 
attempt marvellouſſy wretched, to bring down 
one of the greateſt tranſactions in all human 
Hiftary to the loweſt level of ordinary concep- 
tion. The ancient Greek Verſion uſed by ' 
Philo and St. Auſtin tranſlates it expreſſly, ot 
ATTEAQI ror ©E0Y, the Angels of God. The 
title of Sons of God ſeems to belong to fuch 
elevated Beings, when ſtationed in their proper 
orb, antecedently to their entering on Em- 
baſſies from God. And the Denommation of 
Angels ſeems expreſſive only of cheir Office, 
when. employed as his Miniſters in a foreign 
region. It appears that they are free to fulfill, 
on to transgreſs their Commiſſions, and that 
they do not uniformly equal the divine Requi- 
tions. God is ſaid to charge bis Angels with 
Faljjz and the Heavens are 
Jo Sis. Sight, The Angels, or Sons of God in 
queſtion, appear to have been commiſſioned to 
inſtruct mankind, in the infant and unexpe- 
rienced tate of the world, in language, huſ- 
- bandry, and ſuch neceſſary arts, together with 
virtue and religion. Though ſuperior to men 
_—_ 3 in 


not clean _ 
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in ſtrength, beauty, and knowledge, their form 
and figure were the ſame. Which may well 
be conceived, ſince we are told that Man was 
made in the likeneſs of the ELoniu, (the ſame 
word which is here rendered the Sant of Gad; 
and fince we are told alſo that Man is made 
but à little lower than the Angels. They were 
not ſuperior to impreſſions of Love from the 
Allurements of the Daughters of Men, and 
N of their pre- 
vailing influence, in compaſſing the low end 
of obtaining among — Wives of all which 
they choſe. There is nothing unreaſonable in 
3 a reſemblance to Men as made 
them capable of the nuptial affinity with the 
Daughters of Adam. It is much more wild 
and improbable to ſuppoſe that the Lords of 
this Creation have no reſemblance to the firſt 
Beings in many other Spheres. And it is ſtill 
more wild and improbable to ſuppoſe that any 
Beings but ſuch as did reſemble the human 
Species were ſtationed by Providence to dwell 
upon this Earth, and inftrud its firſt ignuommt 
inhabitants. I will not now ftay to give a mare 
ample illuſtration of this point, by ſhewing 
what light it throws upon the Scripture-Doc- 
trine of the Fallen Angels, upon the Tradi- 
tions of 2 concerning the 


Satyrs 
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den wie Dhaka who dweltapan Barth, 
and upon the Oriental Fables of Atrial Genii» 
who are faid to contract marriages with the 
children of men. Theſe matters I ſhall wave 
till another - queſtion: ſucceeds in its order, con- 
cerning the Connection of Human Nature 
with Superior Beings. At preſent I have only 
to account, by this Tranſaction, fo far as it 
7 ren WIRES ny of Man- 
; kind. | 
Lie 
Whether ape of heterogeneous 
Alliances of Brutes are univerſally and inva- 
riably anomalous, is not — decided. 
And if it could be fo decided, we ſhould have 
no grounds ta make it concluſive in the preſent 
caſe, - The: immediate offspring of the Alliance 
in queſtion, were the Giants mentioned in Ge- 
neſis. Giants in #ickedueſs, ſay ſome fagid 
Interpreters, as if a Giant in Bulk were an 
impoſſibility. in Nature; which it is not, by 
the experience of all ages, independent of this 
extraordinary Cauſe. There is ne ground to 
oonceive that theſe mighty Obildren of the 
Coalition were all Ranucha, or all Malcs. But 
thete is much reaſan to conclude that they 
| and filled the earth with a, Race of 
Men endowed with more enlarged powers of 
R 4 —_ 
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Mind, as well as greater abilities of body, than 

were the original allotment of the human Spe- 

Cies. + i. art 15 1 W | 
; Icregmo Sift tits cube 


faculties of 
proportionably quicker, and their 


ich humanity could ever boaſt, The Atheiſm 
el the Titans is deſcribed in the Poetry of the 


oy this however niay--fafely be je ur wr ng i 
Mlioſes s character o thoſe times. After that, days 
he, when chr Sar: of God came in unto the Daughters | 


of. 
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of Men, and they bare Children to them, the ſame 
became mighty men, 'which were of old, men of 


— faculties of this roſe 
_ gon with the original abilities 
mankind of which they 


— — life, and formed and exe- 
- nown and diſtim ; — 
Aion, the dread of their co- 
— — 5 even that religious homage, 
— 5 food was revived, and improved 
— yſtems of idolatry. This 3 
gious enlargement of che intellectual powers, 
. the infirmities oi original huma- 
Ar A perticiousumediey in the na 
2 An lame Hhdie/trolsrconflitu- 
intreaſmg his dompuſ af defign and 
. without correcting the ia of his ani- 
prom NN 
| 2 great in the rama corry na- 
| g indfiate „ — 94 4 der hat was ohh evi 
_—_ ofes:i' adds;  FLotrit was! 
—— 
and 
. 1— — 
diſorder; tyranny, luſt, bloodſhed, — 
lation. The refinements in all vice were {ſo ex- 
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have been dangerous to future times, and ſeems 
to have been. ſpared, leſt an imitation ſhould 
| be attempted in any ſubſequent generation. A 

veil is drawn over the enormities of the latter 
Antediluvians ; but the general terms of the 
brief memoirs of them are ſo ftrong in the ſu- 
perlative, that a particular draught of their 
ſcenes of darkneſs is needleſs to give us an im- 
| preſſion E 
| C | 115 2 


JT wil 


11 is extravagantly will to 5 —.— * en- 
en of the mental powers to a 
af., bodily ſanity, by ſuppoſing. the Polke 
vians to have been improved in their Under- 
ſtandings. by the ruin of their Conſtitutions. 
Aut as it is robable that the Children of 
Noah derived his or the mother's fide the 
blood of the Coalition, it ſeems they conveyed 
to, their, Poſterity that augmentation of the 
mental abilities, which diſcovered itſelf i in the 
rapidity of their progrels in arts, as well as in 
the expedition with which . degenerated 
from af " Piety .c of their „ 565 oy 
red the purity and truth of, f By 


Noachidarum. * . amen S 


There is no room to queſtion, that when 
the lives of men were ſhortened by the impove- 


riſh- 


| 


— 
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riſhment of their Conſtitutions, conſequent 
upon the Corruption of the Atmoſphere, and 
Deterioration of the Soil by the Deluge, they 


a+ nved much earlier at the uſe of their facul- 


ties, at leaſt than the Primitive Antediluvians. 
And poſſibly the infirmity of the body might 
produce this earlier acquiſition of the mental 
as well as animal maturity. The weakeſt con- 
ſtitutions are uſually the forwardeſt; and the 
Female Sex are obſerved to outpace the: Male 
in the acquiſitions of their carlieſt years, and to 
attain ſooner the of their accom- | 
pliſhments. Tradition therefore is credible in a 
certain proportion, when it teſtifies that the off 
ſpring of the Silver Age were in a State of 
Childhood at a hundred years old, and ſome- 
thing backwarder than Pupillage. According 
err nne Poet 
Heſiod, 1 ld 


An hundred years the o'ergrown Boy, Home Nd, 
. as by fond Mather 4 great Booby bred. h 


— the old World, and i 
conſequence of the Grand Coalition, the Hu- 
man faculties became ſo capacious of evil, that 
men were unfit to be intruſted any longer 
with a life of many hundred years. A term, 
. 
| lighted 


| 
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9 5 ſchemes of ambition and luſt, by 
e aged * 
aryers, but threatened to defeat 
£9us.purpoles, of Providence for the — 
= of the world, and the preſervation of men 

{ every: ſpecies. This produced. the decree 
the Almighty Superintendant, Man's days 
Aa ex ed ed emer. And to ef- 


ee his longevity, the Author 
Aa gave a command to che treaſures of 
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= 
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moſphere, and extirpated the original nytriti- 
ons vegetable of the Antedibovianis, it is certain 
ghter diet which is even” now to be 


order of the bind, more fg 
| ne p rity; and equalty df 
perccite men ds Be daufler of int 


— 
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that 1 watt ie oftraquas 
cruelty and violence of which the latter An- 
tediluvians are accuſed after the Coalition, the 
ſlaughter 'of animals for food (not then neceſ- 
fary or permitted) was one. And it may be 
conceived, that whereas the Coalition A 


prodigious enlargement to the human faculties 
Ie the fleſh of Animals, 


deen acquired, 'by generating new infiemitie 
and mialadies in the blood. 80 that the 


ion after the Deluge to eat tlic fleſh of the 

Animal, might not only be neceffary, by rea- 
ſon of, the inſufficiency and poverty of ſuch ve- 
getables as were then left upon the earth, but 


_ uſeful alſo to the view of Providenice” im con- 


tracking the date of man's "life, amd 
ado wan eee 


E by 1 
He tat men i unt a 

began wantonly and without gauſe To 
and devour the Animal before the "Deluge. 
Though we are not expreſsly informed of it, it 
ſeems 
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leems hkely, conſidering the great degree of 
wickedneſs of which the latter i rad face 
are accuſed, and becauſe the diſtinction of ani 
mals chan and wnglean was f to Noah at 
the building of the Ark. It is hkely enough 
that Man was the firſt of the creatures to devour 
and deſtroy the living. But it does not ſeem 
admiſhble, "that men ate animal food from the 
Beginning, or during a long period after he 
expulſion of our, Anceſtor from as It 

ſeems rather that immorality, ferocity, wan- 
1 and cruelty increaſed by de ind 
that the flaug hter of Animals was 17 


firſt taken by . arte Ana Ts n ns. On ths 
argument it has been conſtantly a and 
to my tion conſtantly admitted as an og 
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rr 
up. But it ought to be render- 
He brought of tbe Firſthngs f 6 
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"thy 


_ the Animals around them, t 
with their beauties; 


and inſtincts, and preſenting thin, — 15 
dotal act of Dedication, 8 R 


ps ord ou; Wark, P 
ve 2bis Us rame, 
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the wicked from the foundation of the world. 
His Death was acted over in the martyrdoms of 
righteous men in all ages, — 
the ſecond of the ſons of Adam. | 


If it be enquired, why did Abel Avp Shrep, 
b 
it may be ſufficient to rejoin, that if the But - 
e of Abel's bu- 
fineſs, Cain ſeems to have been fitter for that 
employment. Abel would hardly have choſen 
the occupation of a Shepherd, with a view to 
the Slaughter Houſe. But there is a reaſon for 
his choice of the Paſtoral Life, independent of 
that motive, and conſiſtent with his Innocence. 
The Sheep, above all other animals, wants the 
8 I will not ſuppoſe that 
the Sheep at that time needed Man's Defence 
from the ſavage aſſault of the Wolf or the Ty- 
ger, becauſe there is reaſon to conchide that 
theſe animals were then at peace with the Flock. 
But nevertheleſs, the Sheep wanted the protec- 
tion and vigilance of Man, from the f1z 
and tenderneſs of its frame, fo ſoon · as 
the Seaſons became in any degree inclement : . 
which maſt be ſuppoſed to have commenced 
with the Curſe upon the Ground. Abel became 


— a Keeper, or Guardian, , off Sheep,. 
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not for any advantage, unleſs it were the Milk 
of the Flock, a reaſonable tribute to Man for 
culiar innocence of this animal was a power- 
ful plea with Man to engage him in its protec- 
founded in Humanity. The primitive Sep- 
herd had no Commerce with a Butcher. 77 


After all, ſhould it be urged, chat ſome Ani- 
mals appear to have been flain at the time when 
our firſt parents received their Sentence of Ex- 


God made them Coats of Skins, and chthed them, 
—l preſume it may ſuffice for: replication, that 
as it is not ſaid that any Animal was ſlain, and 
the ſkins are not called ſkins of animals, and as 
the ſkins, or external fleecy ſubſtances which 
cover the bark of various Vegetables are equally 
anſwerable to the word here uſed, and ſuitable. 
to the purpoſe of covering the nakedneſs of the 
original Pair, we are at liberty to underſtand 
the paſſage with this idea of their apparel. Or 
— SIGIR Gad-Iy — Thths 
few Animals, whoſe hides might be proper for 
the Uſe in queſtion, might have dropped with- 
out a pang into the arms of Death, and paid the 
„2 However it is highly pro- 

8 2 bable 


ile from Paradife, when it is faid that fe Lore 
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bable that the Venncdla Miata conduct 
' originally many Imitations of the Animal, both 
m the external and internal parts ; which, be- 
ing for the moſt part loſt, and impoveriſhed 
where preſerved, ſince the Deluge, were origi- 
nally the rich food of man and other animals 
who afterwards became carnivorous. . One 
ſtriking memonal of theſe primeval vegetable 
glories ſeems to be the Vegetable Lamb in Lap- 
land. The fleecy coat of this or ſome ſimilar 
production might be the ſkin which accommo- 
dated our firſt parents when they knew themſelves 
Ver: e naled, i. e. felt the ſenſe of Cold fron thn pt 


2 FW” cy of de. 


i will be natural to paſs from Mans com- 
mencing to eat the fleſh of Animals, to the 
Commencement of the ſame practice in Brutes, 
which muſt be looked upon as another additi- 
ona Cauſe of Human Depravity, though it 
operated in part in a different way. When man 
became a witneſs to the ſavage Attack of one 
Animal upon another, it muſt have increaſed 
his on hard- heartedneſs and ferocity. Now, 
the fierce and carnivorous Animals appear not 
to have been fo before the Deluge. Otherwiſe, 
Noah would not have been careful to preſerve 


them 
* 1 "4 
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chem in the Ark. Had they been then carni-* 
vorous, at what an expence of innocent blood 


muſt a pair of every Species of murderous | 


Quadrapeds and Bipeds have been maintained 


a year or longer in the Ark, all the Earth was 
fit again for their reception! It was then, proba- 
bly, the Soil failed to produce that generous 
food, on which the carnivorous animals origi- 
nally fed. I mean, various ſpecies of rich Ve- 
getables of a nature and flavour ſimilar or ſupe- 
rior to the fleſh of thoſe animals which they 
now devour. There are ſome Vegetables ſtill, 
which Upproach in tafte and puices remarkably 
near to the Animal Proviſion. The Manna, 


> 4. ſpecies — that rich, nutritive quality. 
Earth in ſome ſort enriched by 
che Warn f @ ge, and the Superſtra- 
tion of Carcaſes, ſo as to convey a ſtrength and 
rankrieſs to the ſucceeding produce, might be ſo 
changed in its ſurface by the earthquakes which 
accompanied i, throwing up parts which be- 
fore lay low in the Deep, and receiving what 
had been the Surface into the interior cavities, 
that it gave birth to many new vegetable pro- 
ductions, im «the qualities of many 
Lbs to bear many 
| "Y others, 
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others, and thoſe the nobleſt of its former 
growth. Thoſe generous and highly nutritive 
Vegetables, by which we are ſuppoſing the Ani- 
mals of Prey had hitherto been and, 
which the Father of the New Worid had un- 
doubtedly ſtored up in quantities ſufficient to 
maintain as many as he preſerved during the 
of the Waters, might now be ex- 
tirpated. In vain the Lion ranged over the land, 
and the Eagle traverſed the Air, alighting with- 

out gratification on the foliage of the Wilder- 
1 2 havens, 


the firſt made a ſavage rout in the Flock, and 


6: c-dota 


f Groves. 


To ſupport the horrid opinion, that the Ani-, 
of others, it has been obj that their Sto- 
machs are differently formed from thoſe of the 
inoffenfive brutes, and in particular that the 
Teeth of carnivorous Quadrupeds will not grind 
the herbage of the Soil; and that therefore they 
muſt have undergone alterations in their bodies 
by the Power which created them, at what 
time ſoever they changed one diet for the other. 
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the Antediluvian | Advantages, which ſerved 
only to arm the race of 21 
33 | 


| White the SpeAtntory of the Deluge tired to 
keep alive the memory of ſo awful à Cataſ- 
r hep” Bart 


———__—— > hor aj 267. 
moralities of all Kinds kept pace with ts 
growing Inequality of individuals; and the 
day Spirit of the depraved Ceretils broke 
out in E of deſtructive I 
that Diſturber and his Abettors, who hunted 
down their own Species on a project of redu- 
cing them to Vaſlalage. That monument of 
Univerſal M which was erecting as the 
Centre and Emblem of Dominion, gave occa- 
e 
_ fign of the aſpiring Rebels; (For the Tyrant 
is ever the genuine ed "though be kgs | 
313 
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in transferring the opprobrious name on his 
the 
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ageous Opponents :) And God, by making 
Builders unintelligible to one another, fave 
In ſeparate detachments, compelled them to di- 
vide, and ſettle in ſmall, independent Societies, 
in diſtant regions. It was needful that Liberty 
ſhould -- always reſerve a. ſettlement Gme- 
where, though ſhe cannot obtain a durable re- 
fidence in any particular State. She muſt at 
leaſt have a fluctuating exiſtence; and this ob- 
ject appears to have been a main point in the 
tions by the Diverſity of Tongues. Vet from 
the diſtinction of Countries many '-rhiferics 
Nature has in ſome reſpects received a'prodi- 
gious Increaſe. The art of War bar made 
Battle, which ſends forward the Hero to the 
Inviſible World, ſends back the diſbanded le- 
gions, corrupted by the plunder of the ſpoil, 
and the ſlaughter of the innocent, to tive 
Ruffians in their native country, and convey 
ſavage blood to poſterity. The very Spirit of 
Nationality is no ſmall Corruption. It has na 
foundation in Nature. It eradicates the true 
* Phi- 
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Offence 
the world, The: ard of | 
anſwer preciſely ta the Giants in Geneſis) led as 

naturally to the introduction of an idolatrous 
Worſhip of the higheſt Characters upon Earth. 
as any Cauſe can lead on to its 3 
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of che reſt j or whether thoſe Demons be ſup- 
poſed to be Spirits degraded before the creation 
of this — enter tk Angels, and no 
other, who having tranſgreſſed their commiſ- 
fon in the Antediluvian Period, became the 
of Mankind, and fo loft their 
Bate -r returning with mo 

to their Cœleſtial Orb; eit 
off under the Sentence of Man's Mor- 


F 
| ous. by an Imitation of his qualities, would 
with peculiar force in the Idolator of a 
malignant 8 and form him 
with facility to that perfection in Vice, to 
which the Falken are ſpontaneouſly too prone. 
yori Re- 


* 
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— thaw is en d ih men hep 

ther unjuſt, malignant, lets, Ma, ered 
ſcene, which one or other of the Idols of An- 
| tiquity did not counteriance und authorize: 
Virtue is weak, if unſupported by 


5 of true Religion: ber e , Erg. 
* be itlelf Beeßtious, Morality is poiſoned at the 


Fountain-Head. 5 nothin Wit "the Tnwhen 
Heart like a corrupt Religion. And it is wor- 
thy of remark, that the worſt of all actions, and 
the moſt execrable of all inſtitutions, have 
been {1 and eſtabliſhed under the fane« 
tion of a falſe and immord Religion. Men 

are carried on to the vitelt exceſſes of "ernehty 
and injuſtice, and enabled to act in edel blood 
the moſt tragical cataſtrophes, by the belief and 
adoration of a Deity to whom they have attri- 
buted the evils and irfetions of their own 
nature, and the horrid tendencies 'of an infer- 

nal Dzmon. It is natural for men to burn and 


Tomas che backe ef unbelievers, when der. 


— ER 
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6Ü—— the Sanmene Reien. in the 
light of an. implacable Torturer. From this 
idea of the Divinity , Calvinifm derives its ſevere 
and ferocious alpeRt ; and from the fame idea it 
proceeds, that ſeſuitical Popery, though for 
reaſons political it will open an Infirmary for 
the diſeaſed Devotee, yet eſteems the Exection 
of a Houſe of Inquiſition to be the moſt ac- 


ep ra tree 


The r 
of all that Spirit and Strength. of Mind, which 
might have been exerted for the common illu- 


— 
1 


| 


mination, With the. moſt abje&t cowardice . 


they fell proſtrate to Idols, intimidated at once 


the world to come. Slavery depreſſed the fa- 
 cuilties, contracted the heart, and thſpired a ſel- 


fiſh voluptuouſneſs, which led on to effeminacy, 
cruelty, and a total diſaffection to all virtue and 


rational religion. In a ſtate of Slavery there are 


the underſtanding, but labours exacted which 
enferble at once the 


Were 


body and the ſoul. The 


by the terrors of this world, and the terrors of 


no works promoted which improve or enlarge 


Ive; 
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were judged unworthy of that Reſt in Canaan 
which was granted to the next Generation. And 

Slaves in general are fo reduced and 4 
from the dignity of human Nature, by the cor- 
rupting efficacy of continued „that 
while Hurhanity beholds them with Pity, Vir- 


mn Derr 


The Luxury of Commerce, which iatiht 
Vice to revel in her Chains, the work 
of Corruption It truck at the root of all 
public and private Virtue, mini to the per- 
nicious of Pride; Debauchery, Effe- 
minacy, and Oftentation of Splendour, and in- 
troduced fach works and callings into human 
Society as converted Induſtry into a ſickly Con- 
— Mein if Co Majoriey! the 
iſtence, to the of che Majority, the 
unnatural and unſubſtantial en- 
— and the and impo- 
PAE 
Nature and of Virtue.” 


r 
hiſtory of Human , to form a judg- 


ment of its grand, leading, original Springs, 
(ack 
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(which are liable to fluctuate in their opera- 
tion, according to. the mode of 
human Deſcent ) and alſo to  perccive, that 
the moral Corruption of Individuals muſt he 
at the mercy of innumerable fortuitous events 
Yrior to their Nativity, the fortunes, the vo- 
ng. l uy nol trag Anceſtors, 

the Climate, the Religion, the Police, and 
Manners and Opinions of their country, be- 
lides the ſtrength of the Body; the compaſs 
of the Mind, the, force of the Paſſions, and the 


vigour of the Imagination. 


That the niccal Deproviey in human Nature 
is of diminution or increaſe, may be 
conchided from a the manners 
of different Ages in Hiſtory. In like manner, 
the Health and Durability of the Body may be 
promoted or contracted by the 
conduct of men. A Hundred and Twenty Years | 
was the Poſtdiluvian date of life limited in the 
divine Decree. But we find that by the time of 
Moſes Men had ſp far degenerated in body, that 
Threeſcore and Ten became the general limita- 


tion. It is the ſame with the moral Depra- 
by It will * 


or. 1 


| 
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as it is cheriſhed or reſtrained by the folly or 


wiſdom of men. And a ſucceſſion of ſeveral. 
Generations, treading uniformly in. one | 

or the other, may raiſe human! ature, or ſink 
it, in degrees ſo remote from each other, thãt 
it might require the duratign of this world, and 


al poſſible variety of contingencies, to carry 


it back again to its original point, when that uni- 
form ſeries of good or ill Conduct commenced. In | 
ſome inſtances, Nature recovers itſelf by a 
pitious progreflion. In others, the Depravity is 
conveyed with the ſame and more aggravated 
Symptoms, like Madneſs of a particular fort, 
which runs in the blood of families, and ſhews 
itſelf x , at the ſame period of life, in 
the ſeveral branches of the pedigree. 


King David might have perticular reaſon to 
deplore (as he als in my text) the great de- 
gree of natural Depravity which he inherited 
in his blood. His Piety in Sentiment, ſup- 
ported by a ſublime Genius, was unqueſtion- 
ably great; and his Character has been injured 
by modern Scepticiſm. But it ſeems allow 


I able, that he had no great portion of what we 


| | call Good Nature ; but rather that, like many 


4 | 


other 
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other exalted characters which have an unac- 
countable mixture of the Dæmon, he had a 
violent pi to be malicious, treacherous, 
and lewd. We read no tidings of his Mother, 
who, he ſays, had conceived him in Sin. But he | 
evidently laments ay hereditary, conſtitutional 
Pollution, which raged in thoſe vile and deteſt- 
able actions which are recorded in his life, par- 
ticularly his barbarity to the unfortunate Uriah, 
the vengeance of whole blood he es in 
this Pſalm. I am really of opinion thatit would 
not become every man to caſt ſuch a reflection 
upon his Female Parent, as to complain that ſhe 
concerved hum in Sin. Many an amiable Mother 
has been inſtrumental in giving 
birth to a brutal Monſter, the exact Copy of 
ſome flagitious Original, to be found ſome Ge- 
nerations back, in the Paternal line. 
The Gloſs of Grotius on the paſſage takes off 
from David this invidious accuſation of his 
Speech, denoting only that he had been an 
early Sinner, guilty of crimes often repeated 
from his Infancy. /Senfus ef: Non nunc tantum, ſed | 
et a Pueritia mea, ſepius peccavi.) Though this 
ſenſe is by no means ſatisfactory, as equal to the | 
 - a idea 
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idea of being conceived in din by the Mother, ut 
is ſufficient however to convey an impreſſion of 
the original Depravity of David, by an. intima- 
tion of the malignity of his heart in his Infant- 
State, long before the world could . 


There is nothing e 
the endleſs diverſity in human Characters. Their 
different original genius, inclinations, projects, 
and purſuits, afford a proſpect ſtill more che- 
quered than the many- coloured ſcene. of their 
Fortunes, and confound all our ideas of their 
derivation from the ſame Stock. While ſome 
men aſpire to dominion and public manage - 
ment, and are enamoured of power, dignity, 
and influence, others are attached to a quiet ſo- 
litude, are totally diveſted of the ſpirit of go- 
vernment, and wiſh only to be unmoleſted in 
the uſe of their own freedom. One man pants 
and labours with unremitting perſeverance for 
a breath of popular reputation; and another 
bleſſes himſelf in the felicity of being unknown, 
in a retreat far-removed from the haunts of men, 
or of paſſing, an unobſerved Spectator, through 
the crowds of Society. One man is enamoured 
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of che gaudy brilliance of artificial Splendour ; 
and another is ſupremely pleaſed with the un- 
adorned ſimplicity of rural Nature. There are 
thoſe who cultivate their Health and Repoſe, 
and others who facrifice all eaſe and advantage 
of body and mind to finery of Dreſs, or the 
judgment of a ga ＋ One man ſtudies 
the Imitation of the Mode, and throws him- 


ſelf into a thouſand fantaſtic Shapes to conform 


himſelf to the Age; and another glories i in be- 
ing a Law to Himſelf, in contempt of the Cuſ- 
toms of the world. There are men of a pliant, 

ductile complexion, who examine no received 
opinions, for fear of being tempted to a breach 
of Complaiſance ; and there are others who 
are ſo pu and unſociable, that they cannot 
gratify themſelves till they have proved all doc- 
trines to be vulgar errors. Some men are equal 
to no arts or ſtudies, ſcarce riſing in their intel- 
lects aboye the cattle they fodder ; con 

whom the Sage Apocryphal Writer ſays, How 
can He get with; whoſe talk is of bullocks? And 


like the Horſe, with 
cuit over the Field of Science, till he flatters him - 


Ty ſelf 


a perſon here and there, panting in his Soul for 
"ok ſhort of ſublime Ether, ſhall be reſtleſs 


inthe purſuit of knowledge, fwalbwing t theGround, 
fterceneſs and rage, in his Cir- 


- 
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ſelf he comprehends ſomething of the Divine 
OEconomy in the great Total of Human Af- 
fairs. Another ſhall be poſſeſſed of an acute- 
neſs and volatility which will cauſe him to a- 
muſe himſelf with Superficialities and Novelties, - 
and prevent his arrival at the Gate of Truth, by 
detaining him on Curioſities by the way. One 
ſhall have an unconquerable tendency to ſpor- 

tive Ridicule ; a ſecond will deem a Jeſt a pro- 
fane proſtitution of the intelligent faculty ; a 
third will diſcover a Soul ſo ſyſtematic and me- 
thodical in its operations, that if one could ap- 
ply to a ſpiritual ſubſtance the properties of Fi- 
gure, we ſhould conjecture it to be an exact 
mathematical Square; and a fourth ſhall be 
ſmitten with a prodigious paſſion for the quirks 
and ſophiſms of Pedantry, inſomuch that the 
evidence of no Truth ſhall be admitted, till it 
be caſt into the mould of a 8y Some 
men are delighted with beauty, others with de- 
formity. There are thoſe whom nothing can 
pleaſe but Puerilities, the running of a Wheel, 
the jaculation of a Ball, the purſuit of an Ani- 
mal, and the ſtunning ſhoyt of the gaping 
Spectators; while others are to be found, who 


are content with nothing ſhort of projecting 
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enterprizes of villainy, and preſiding as 
the Maſter-Directors of ſubordinate agents in 
miſchief, forming plans for the bondage of poſ- 
terity, and the rigorous government of man- 
kind in times when themſelves ſhall be forgot- 
ten, as if they had entered into the councils of 
the Prince of the Power of the Air, and had re- 
ceived their inſtructions from a conclave of 
Demons. What ſhall I add? Some men are 
prone to beneficence, compaſſion, generoſity : 
others are by nature fierce, cruel, and malici- 
ous. But no words can expreſs the extreme 
difference in human minds ftronger than the 
Diſtinction of holy Scripture, which divides 
men into the two Claſſes of the Children of God, 


and the Children of the Deuil. 


To this repreſentation it may be proper to 
ſubjoin a remark, that there are no characters 
but what differ from themſelves, in a certain 
degree, at various periods of life. Some alter 
for the better, others for the worſe ; and many 
are formed of fuch heterogeneous materials, 
that they reſemble Scales in equipoize, capable 
of the oyer-balance on either fide by a breath 
of air ; or a Stone fallen to the 8 which, 
en to ſome, F a perpetual * 
| They 
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They change this way and that, begin well, 
ſin, repent, relapſe, recover, and keep the ſame 
inſignificant round, till Death puts a ſtop. to 
their fluctuations. Men often * their 
purpoſes through the rivalſhip of different mo- 
tives. They increaſe or diminiſh their habits, 
alter their tendencies, and transfer their affec- 
tions from extreme to extreme. The Mind 
can always reſcue itſelf, by an arbitrary voli- 
tion of its own, from any chains, charms, or 
attractions, and by an act of Sovereignty can 
both controul the Body, and regulate itſelf. It 
may loſe its power and energy by many ſub- 
miſſions, and a long-continued Indolence : But 
it is never incapable of a gradual recovery. 
What has been, may be again. All Souls were 
once perfect. And therefore whatever degrees 
of Corruption they have contracted, and thrq 
whatever mediums they have derived it, they 
may caſt it off by a pollution at a time. So- 
| Crates, the glory of | human virtue, declared 
his native propenſity to the worſt qualities, and 
affirmed his acquiſitions to be the effect of Phi- 
| loſophy and ſevere Attention to Himſelf. King 
| David ſeems to havę been a ſimilar Character. 
Such Reformations as theſe are not incredible. 
They are wrought on the very fame ſimple prin- 
ciple 


— 
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ciple on which Demoſthenes, after conquer- 


ing the worſt impediments to Utterance, be- 
came the unrivalled Orator of Greece. 


The road then ſeems to be open for my ſe⸗ 
cond Propoſition: That it is in the power of 
every man to increaſe or diminiſh his Natural 
Depravity, and fo to meliorate, or make worſe, 
the Corruption of his Poſterity. According to 
which dodrine, the Scripture gives us reaſon to 

, that the Corruption of Human Nature 
will one day be annihilated 


As the Depravity of human Nature had a 
gradual Increaſe, it may alſo have a gradual 
Diminution. And when once the, Diminution 
is commenced, the progreſs of it may become 
daily more rapid, on the-common principle by 
which all things return to. their ſtate 
with 1 volubility. The work of Re- 
formation will have gained prodigious advan- 
tage, after the ſucceſſion 4. a few righteous ge- 
nerations. The bodily and mental powers | 
will have made great ſtrides towards a Recdvery. \ 
And the ph principle being invariably on 
the fide of Virtue, 0 „ towards perfec- 
tion will be eaſier than a Retreat. The pro- 


greſ- 


— 
2» 
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greſſive Improvement of human Nature'will be | 
found a pleaſanter and more encouraging work 


than the progreſſive Corruption of it. This was 
its own Puniſhment, that will be its own Reward. 


Having ſeen in a great meaſure by what 
means human Nature was corrupted, we have 
a Guide to conduct us in enquiring into the 
means of its Refinement. And we ſhall have the 
ſatisfaction to perceive that the holy Scripture 
not only predicts the gab, + human 
Nature to its Integrity, but foretells alſo thoſe 
concomitant circumſtances, which, by the ana- 
logy of Cauſes, will contribute to the Effect. 
So that if the Cauſes of human Corruption are 
reverſed, the Effect muſt be the Renovation of 
Man. 


Nothing 1s more evident from Scripture, than 
the Certainty of a complete Reſtoration of 
Virtue and moral Perfection upon Earth; which 
moſt certainly implies a conqueſt of all natural 
Depravity in Man. It being predicted, that 
the People ſhall be all righteous, and that the Lord 
God will cauſe righteouſneſs and praiſe to ring 
forth before all the Nations, it is con- 
veyed, in theſe prophecies, that men be as 


holy in their inclinations as in their actual be- 
ha- 
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baviour, without any ſecret propenſity to vice, 
which would not only corrupt the Purity of their 
obedience, but deprive them of that ſatisfaction 
in virtue which accompanies the unenforced 
love of it. There needs not, however, a 


ture annihilation of human Depravity, than 
the Petition in the Lord's Prayer, that God's | 
will may be done upon Earth, in like manner 4s 
it is done in Heaven, A Petition, which plainly 
aſks for the Eſtabliſhment 3 dere, 
perfect, voluntary, un med, and unpol- 
luted Obedience here on Earth, which is per- 
formed by ſuperior Beings in the Cœleſtial Orbs. 
This proves the Object prayed for to be practi- 
cable, and what is more, ſecure of its Accom- | 
pliſhment : Becauſe Chriſt cannot be ſuppoſed 
to have given us a direction to pray conſtantly 
to God for an Event which can never happen, 
'or a Boon which in the end He will not cer- 


. 


Fo N amore \ _ 
ample confirmation of the Certainty of the fu- | [ 


| 


tainly grant in the full extent of the petition. | 


The Prophecies of God, upon the accom- 
pliſhment of which the complete Evidence of 


his Revelation is depending, relating to the fu- 
ture Renovation in Morals, will be 


fulfilled. And it cannot be ſuppoſed that God 
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will ſuffer the Purpoſe to be fruſtrated at 
laſt for wird, ap Bae! 2 all along from the begin- 
ping of the world counteracted by his Diſpen- 
ſations the Growth of Vice and the promotion 
of Miſery, and favoured mankind with a ro- 
gular Courſe of Inſtructions in the gradual 
of his Evangelical Councils. His 
Word which goeth forth out of bis Mouth not 
return unto him void, but it ſhall accompli finally 
that which he pleaſeth, and it ſhall proſper in the 
thing whereto he ſent it. The Deſign of Chriſt's 
rehn quiſhment of glory, nnd HAS. and ſuf- 
ferings, and blood, and paſſage to Hades, ſhall 
not be abortive. He gave bimeſf for the Church, 
not without a' Deſign, that be might. ſanttify 
and cleanſe it. as - with the waſhing of water, by 
the Mord that be naught preſent it to himſelf a 
ghrious Church, not having put. or wrinkle, or 
any fuch thing 3 but that it ſhould be boly, and wwith- 
out blemiſh. If this Preſentation of the Church 
in immaculate purity was the Defign of the Sa- 
viour, moſt infallibly the Church ſhall ſo be 
2 He ſhall fee his Seed, He ſhall pro- 
lng bis days, the-pleaſure of the Lord e 
53 Hennen 
eee 4 5 
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The 


| Fnrox ENANOPONEIN, 
Prog Calla IE kb. 
tion in Righteouſneſs ; that the Man of God may 
ee, thoroughly furniſhed unto all ond Warks, 
All-the holy Scripture 1s « from the 
firſt writings of Moſes to the laſt work of the 
lateſt furviving Apoſtle John: It is all one con- 
tinued ſeries of - inftruftion, relative to the 
Grand OEconomy of the Redemption of the 
world from its Ruins, laid open in its various 
parts with increaſing light, till the Revelation 
received its laſt Supplement, for the Study of 
| Minds till the end of Time. To 
thoſe who ſee this ſtupendous Fabrick in a par- 
tial view, who diſcern but one or two of its 
angles, who neither ſearch downward to its 
foundation, nor lift their eyes to its ſummit, 
it muſt appear a Babel, a huge pile of un- 
finiſhed Structure, ee beauty, or 
conſiſtent deſign, apparent to the Reholder. it 
is thus partially ſeen at this day by all who deny 
the rr 
who 
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who honeftly admire it with ah obſcure idea 
and defective of its completeneſs and 
extent. When the Evitigelical Schetne of the 
holy Scriptures ſhall be diſrerned and attended 
to in its broad and extenſive 
will come too cloſe to the boſon of 
man creature to fa of its toral and faiifys 
ion. Men do hot come Tito its mea- 
ſures, becauſe they ſee not its fufficiency for all 
the valtable purpoſes of human Life. It is 
thus in the infancy arid long Non uge of uy 
valuable e in the Utehifils of Agri- 
culture, or Vehicles Tot the Road. The new- 


Hale, ant ed ting Fre 


N N an 

ders to kn OOTY even jw thoſe 
ho are too > ſoberly diſpoſed to to queſtion its ex- 
cellence, ſcarce an Tau be found who 
will 3 purchaſe for his 6wh uſe the ous ma- 
| chinery; till after a lob þ y flow and 
ſucceſſive trials, the utility of the Wa 
ment becomes matter of general experience, and 
the backwardnefs of former times to come into 

the application of the 1 is a ſubject 
both of aftoniſhment and ire: 


cies, it 


Sy 


Chriſt 
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of the Red n of human Nature, in the 
Provifion he made for the Inftrufion of Man- 
kind by his Goſpel; by means of which he 
conveys the g influences of the holy 
Spirit, which in a manner operate (as 
he himſelf illuſtrates it in his parables) like 
Legven diffuſing itfelf through the whole maſs, 

and like a Grain of Muftard-Seed _ 
Tree of expanded ſhade, in which the Birds 
of the Air may lodge. | He kd, ſays the Apoſtle, 
Capttvity captive, and gave Gifts unto nen. Aid 
be gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, and 
fame Evangelifts, and ſome Paſtors and Teachers ; 
For the Perfecting of the Saints, for the work 
of the Miniſtry, for the edifying of the Body of 
Chrift; Till we All came, in the Unity of the 
Faith, and of the Knowledge of the Son of God, 
unto @ Perfect Man (to the Perfection of Hu- 
man Nature) to the meaſure of the N 1 
the Fullugſ of Chrift. 


How much ſoever the Goſpel. may be diſ- 
regarded at the - preſent day, by Philoſophers 
whoſe prejudices againſt it are founded in a de- 


fective view of its nature and extent, 1 Will 
preſume to ſay, that it is the moſt important 
| object 


283 On Tuz DETRAVI T 


obje& in the OEconomy of divine Providence: 
It is nothing leſs than the ay ar to 
which the world will owe its Regeneration. | 


The foundation-ſtotie of hnuman W 
tion will be laid in the improvement of Know- 
ledge, particularly in the great Science of Hu- 
man Life, and the w 1 Gel to men. Reve- + 
lation treats of nothing” af When 1 75 
ne e en are, Inſpiration 
unconcerned. Inſpiration * deſccnds Boer 
than the . of thi Summum Bohum, the 
Origin of Miſery, the Procedure of renewing 
Grace, and the Re- inſtation of all things. 


The Importance of Scripture- IT 
will one day be ſeen and felt by all ſtudious and 
n Scholars. It is the long-deſpiſed 
Bible which will be found the only 127 

which can throw light upon the Maſs of Hu- 
man Learning. It will be be bound to ef kin 

the Phænomena in this World, to connect 2 
ſelf with all other lights of Philoſophy and 
Tradition, to ſnew the origin and corruptions 
of the latter, and to anſwer at the Deſiderata 

in the former. 


P * - 
- 1 * 
- 
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The Converſion of the Jews will not per- 
haps contribute more to the Glory and Ad- 
vancement of the Goſpel, than will the Convic- 
tion of Philoſophers. Theſe events will awa- 
ken a ſober attention to the Goſpel, in Cour- 
tiers, Gentlemen, and all ranks of people, - 
and will diffuſe a liberal and well-informed Spi 1- 
rit in all the corners of Society. The wild. 
Sefts of Chriſtians will ceaſe of courſe to per- 
plex the world with their abſurd Comments on 
the If not, Iſraelites and Arabians 


Scripture: 
23 


May will run to and fro, a ma 

and Knowledge ſhall be increaſed. Every im- 
portant diſcovery will be conveyed from land to 
land, with the commodities of Commerce. And 
the free and generous communication of pro- 
fitable from country to country , 
will be a natural Cement of Friendſhip among 
all nations, and contribute with many other 
cauſes to the Sheathing of the Sword, that it 


nay. -g#_ at Jengt® ar ite Scalar, and be il. ad 


| While Knowlodge hall be extended andin- 
it cannot be that Vice ſhould. enlatge 
Vice ever dwells with Dark- 


its intereſts. As 
neſs, Virtue will as naturally accompany the 
Vo I. I. U Light. 
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Light. The Experience. of all ages will be 
compared ; good and evil will -be traced up, 
with impartial ſagacity, to their. reſpective 
ſources; and men will grow tired of treading 
in the rock of Fang ang Vi_e. to is (0s 
Deſtruction. 


The Spirit of cm 
courſe be purified and refined.- Potentates will 
caſt off their Ambition and Tyranny, and Sub- 
jects their proneneſs to mutiny. The domeſtic 
Affections will have no interference with | 
Love; and national Attachments will open wide 


into univerſal Philanthropy, as AD. 1 the 


—_— 
miniſter to an unnatural life, and make one 
half of Society decrepid, will be laid by for 
ever. And the purſuit of arts truly uſeful, 
ornamental, and improving, will be the inno- | 
cent and falutary exerciſe of men enamoured of 
Nature, and virtuouſly ſtudious of her ſecrets. 


The improvement of the foil, and the for- 


warding 1 its nobleſt PIO * „ 
majority. 
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The Blefling of the God of Nature will de- 
ſcend, ke ſeaſonable ſhowers, upon the virtu- 
ous efforts of men, in reſtoring the earth to its 
fertility, and the air to its ſalubrity. In con- 
ſequence of which, together with the applica- 
tion to Virtue, the dominion. of Diſeaſe will loſe 
ground apace; and every ſucceeding Generation 
will thake off more and more of the bodily Pol- 
hations and Deformities, 3 5 
and a longer date of exiſtence, and 5 
advances in Nectitude of Soul, and 


Glory of the Lord, and being changed gradually 
S n 
6 1 a 


The ;oint reſtorntiun of the atmoſphere and 
the foil, which will furniſh Man and the carni- 
vorous animals with their original food, will 
coxaplete the annihilation, of ferority in both, 
and render the whole earth a Paradifiacal Scene. 
The Hoff wil dwell with the Lamb; the Lon 
the Buntes ſhall be at peace with each ether, 
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roy in all God's boly Mountain of the Globe. 
The purity of the vegetable-food may well be 
ſuppoſed to conquer the ferocity of the temper 
in Man and in the brute, gradually at leaſt ; 
and what may be wanting to this end in the 
operation of this fingle Cauſe, will be ſupplied 
by the alliance of the other concomitant one, the 
Melioration of the Atmoſphere : which maywith 
ſatisfaction be conluded from experiments al- 
ready made in the tion of warlike and 
writable animals, which loſe their ferocity by a 
| change of Climate. What is predicted 
of the fœcundity of the ſoil, and the — 
Sickneſs, denotes the melioration of the air. In 
1 and the bodies and 
tempers of their inhabitants, muſt all improve 
— — dfench 
Dr n Wannen 


| All theſe Cauſes, the Reverſes of hole which 
contributed to the Depravity of Mankind, are 
revealed and foretold in Scripture, as conſpiring 
to their Redintegration and Perfection, under 
the Auſpices of that glorious Redeemer, who 
has purchaſed by his Blood the Adminiſtration 
of this World. If there be any ſingle Source 
of our Depravity 3 
teracted by an equal meliorating influence, - 
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what ſhall ſtand before the Himſelf, 
who will enter and fill the Soul of Man with Wiſ- 
dom and all amiable Excellence; when, accord 
ing to his new Covenant, he will write bis Lows 
in the hearts of his and will dwell with 
them, and in them, and be their God; and when 
Jeſus will come and manifeft himſelf to them, and 
ap with them, and feed them, and lead them to 
lroing fountains of water ! 


If it be enquired; what is the uſe, with re- 
gard to all mankind in the aggregate, ' of a gra- 
dual Cure of human Depravity, which ends 
only in che Perfection of the Occupiers of the 
laſt Period ? I reply, that the great Purifier, 
Death, will effect the ſame purpoſe upon all 
others, ' except the incorrigibly wicked, who 
will return unrenovated from the inviſible 
World, and remain in a ſtate of Pollution, fit 
only for the Second Death, and ſuch Conſe- 
quences beyond the revealed Scheme of Pro- 
vidence as we are unlicenſed to conjecture. 
This gradual Reformation of Mankind, through 
the ſucceſſive ages, will appear neceſſary, when 
it is conſidered that it has a Connexion with . 
the Renovation of the whole Mundane Syſtem, 
9363 „ 


U 3 and 


proportion to the hardſhips which, attended 
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and is all included, without exception of an - 
aſmuch then as Man and the reſt of the Crea-, 
tion are to be reſtored conjointly, it is needful 
there ſhould be a gradual Reformation of men 
upon the preſent ſurface, on which to ground 
the univerſal Re-inſtation. God is not to be 
diſappointed in his works. The Freedom of 
his Creatures may introduce Diſorder in his 

Worlds for a time: but the deſigns of the Su- 
preme Wiſdom and Goodneſs are not to be de- 

feated in the end. God is not to be neceſſitated 
to demoliſh a World, and work ſome. other 
way than he firſt projected for the attainment 
of his ends. But his works, ſuch-as they are, 
ſhall operate in their own way, and accompliſh 
his Deſigns, by correcting their own diſoxders, 
and coming round till they anſwer in all 
points the — 9-0 LP 


« + 
m # pets 4 
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They who ſtruggled "RY in the moſt. cor 
rupt periods of the world againſt the Depravity 
232 when it raged with the greateſt 
violence, wall receive indulgent allowances, in 


6 in virtue. The latter Gene- 
rations, 
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rations, * m6ſt pure and refined in their 
converſatiofs, will appear to have had the ea- 
fieſt taſk. And perhaps the moſt meritorious 

upon the whole of all human characters will be 
thoſe, who, having lived in the moſt degene-, 
rate times, ſtood forth in oppoſition to pre- 
V "wickedneſs, maintained a hard combat 
with their own corruptions, and dared to lay a 
foundation-ſtone, upon which Poſterity might 
raiſe a ſuperſtructure of improving manners. 
Thoſe Generations who cannot purify them- 
ſelves to the perfection requiſite for the intro- 
duction of the recovery of other parts of Na- 
ture, muſt. be content to leave the world pol- 
luted as they found it, in hopes of its reſtora- 
tion in due ſeaſon before the wondering eyes of 
a righteous Poſterity, with whom at laſt they 
may expect to enjoy it. Bleſſed are the Meek, 
in what age ſoever they live; for they ſhall 
inherit the Earth in the day of its . 

After what has been ſaid, it is too . 
to need much illuſtration, that this Doctrine 
of the gradual Removal of human Depravity 
ſhews in a very ftrong light the Extent, Gran- - 
deur, and Conſiſtency of the Scheme of Pro- 

U 4: vidence 
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- dence in the Redemption of this world: Ac- 
cording to which, the Im of each 
part of Nature is made to contribute to the 
Reſtoration of all the others. As Man's 'Re- 
works gradually forward, the meh- 
oration of all Nature beſides, part after part, 
his equal ie encouraging it in the pro- 
grels, and compleating it in the iſſue. "Every 
dhe of the Cauſes gains ſtrength in its operation 
by the combination of more, and the work is 
gradually accelerated, and goes forward! with 
rapidity. Happy and honourable are 


— bs tk to it, and the exhibition 
of ſuch an example as it, animate 
their fellow-men with a noble ardour to ſet on 
work the ſprings of Renovation, working toge- 
Ther with God and the Redeemer, in accompliſh- 
ing mankind,” and laying that foundation of 
Wiſdom and Virtue, on which Poſterity may 
build up, and grow into an holy Temple in the 


Lord! 
is} ic 


ell AT 2 two was which this Doficink 
rorretts. One is, that the world may come 
ny wt ben und unexpetied Farr the 
. 10 I: | other, 
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other, that the world may end with a wicked 
Generation on its farface. 


There can be no doubt but the World is now 
nearer to its than it was in the days 
of the apoſtles. If by the End of the world 
be underſtood its Deſtruction, it is an idea of 
which the is not the Parent, and 
which no Reaſon or Philoſophy can ſupport. 
It is true, the Faſbion of it  paſſeth away, and it 
is happy that it does fo. It will paſs away gra- 
dually, till no hkeneſs ſhall be left of its pre- 
ſent aſpect. The Refinement, Renovation, and 
Redemption, not the Deſtruction, of this world, 
is the great Deſign, of Providence, to which 
2 his Diſpenſations are invariably tending. 
ven that final Cataſtrophe, the Conflagra- 
l but to finiſh and com- 
plete the work of Renovation, beyond the 
power of any future Ax AD DON to mutilate or 
deform. The Renovation is to be carried on 
progreſſively. It muſt begin in the Meliora- 
tion of human Nature, the Reſtoration of fal- 
len man to his moral Integrity. Towards this 
there is much to be done. And we may be yet 
certain of many Generations after the preſent, 
before this great work of Converſion will, or 


Kul 9 eee 


Nef a IN eſto- 
ration of the Soil, the Air, the Animal, the 
Conſtitution and Lo of Man. The 
Child ſhall die an hundre Fears old, (or, a Hun- 
dred ſhall be the age but of a Child) is a Pre- 
dition to be fulfilled, before an abſolute Im- 
mortality ſhall take place in the of the 
laſt Generation. Long before all this, the Jew - 
is to be reſtored ; the Kingdoms of the world are to 
become the Kin gdoms of the Lord and of his C; 
and the Earth muſt be filled with the Knowledge 
of the Lord, as the Waters cover the Sea. Nor 
then will the world be deſtroyed, but more 
worthy of Preſervation than ever it was fince 
the day when Sin firſt appeared upon its theatre. 
It will ſtill farther be improved and refined, 
till it be ripe for the laſt Purification, and the 
Kingdom of Heaven be erected upon * 


ys which cannot be ſhaken. 


When . the Son of Man cometh, 41 
Faith an the Earth, or, in the Land? is a 
prophetic queſtion which „not to the 
laſt Generation, but to the people of Judza at 
Chriſt's Coming in the Deſtruction of Jeru- 
ſalem; when God avenged bis Elkes, faving 

I them 
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them to be witneſſes of the Deſtruction of that 
City, in which pot one Chriſtian believer pe- 


or HuMan NATURE. 
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that the People Se be all righteous, and paſe 


ito Immortalit without the Change by Death; | 


when the. of. the Redeemer ſhall be 
accompliſhed : upon Man, and He ſhall hn 
his Church @ glorious Church, not having por, or 
wrinkle, ar any fuch thing. The world is not to 
end  unpurified and unredeemed, nor are the 


human Generations to - ceaſe unreformed in 


their pollutions. God is not ſo to be defeated 
in his 


Preſervation of an Orb, with a view to its'P 
fection. IP * Deer 5 


5 . | " 185 3 Yo 


1101 


a *- 


ind avi df goes at; in * | 
five terms would I addreſs myſelf to Chriſtians 


How important is human Life, even in the 
preſent corrupt ſtate of nature The Goſpel; 
though by few perhaps comprehended in the 
extent, and power, and beauty, and dignity of 
ler 


tendom 


riſned. There was u Faith in the Land. The 
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eendom than what animated Antiquity ; and 
the Reformation and Revival of Learning have 
opened the eyes, and amended the manners of | 
many Nations: inſomuch that there ſeems 
to hope and conceive, that the Criſis of 
the Diſeaſe is paſt, and that mankind upon the 
whole are in the way to recover. How much 
it will depend upon the preſent Generation 
whether the work of general Improvement 
ſhall be expedited or retarded, it is nos in our 
power to conceive. I this Generation will 
fink back into „it may prove the 
ruin of a ike Ge oY Generations which 
are to follow us, and poſtpone for many ages 
the days of Reſt and Happineſs to our Species. 
How attentive ſhould we be to our own 
and Improvement, and to the great work of 
r and pocemeiiing Pulp? Labs 
think ſeriouſly of the vaſt importance of our 
behaviour. Let us ſtudy the holy Scriptures, 
and acquaint Ourſelves and our Children with 
the great and glorious Purpoſes of God, re- 
ing the Redemption and Renovation of 
our Natures. Let us ſtudy our Sanctifica- 
tion and theirs. Let us ceaſe to conſult only 
their acquiring Riches and Poſts in Office, and- 
ſtudy rather to place them where there Inno- 
: cence 
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cones will Dat their Minds moſt 
their k s moſt invigorated, their 
I , and their Hearts beſt 
principled in Virtue. Oh Heaven and Earth 
what Perſons ſhould we be at this Period of the 
World, labouring to haſten « on the Advent of 
our Natures, 
veying all poſſible Good to our Poſ- 
terity |! Oh moſt mighty God! What Powers 
haft thou given us, through Jeſus Chriſt, our 
Lord, of . that Nature which thou 
didſt ſend him to redeem Forbid i it, thou Su- 
preme Sovereign of the Soul, that we ſhou 
decline to labour with Thee, and with Him, in 


accompliſhing thy N for the Redintegra 
tion of . te de of 
Ph: whole Creation ! 1901Gal bis 
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Romans i. 28, 29, 30, 31, 32- 


And even as they did not like to retain God in their 
knowledge, God gave them over to 4 reprobate 
Mind, to do thoſe things ubieb are not conve- 

nient; Being filled with all 8 
Fornication, Wickedneſs, Covetouſneſs, Mali- 

| cioufſneſs; Full of Envy, Murder, Debate, 

 Deceit, | Malignity; Whifderers, Backbiters, 
Haters of God, defpiteful, proud, Boafters, In- 

_ ventors of evil thitgs, diſobedient to Parents, 

without Under ſtanding, Covenant-breakers, with- 

out natural affettion, implacable, unmerciful ; 

Who, knowing the Tudgment of God, that they 

who commit fuch things are worthy of Death, | 


not only do the ſame, nn 
. | that: do them. © 


UCH was the: Character of Human Na- 
ture in the days of St. Paul. He! drew it, 
you may ſay, of the Gentile World only. No 
matter. It was a ſufficient majority to war- 
rant the juſtneſs of the draught, as defigned 
4 Nor will even the 
Vor. I. Ex- 
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Exception ſtand of the ſmall province of Ju- 
dæa, reduced and degraded as it then was in a 
ſtate of obdurate vice, and moſt wretched cor- 
ruption. It is difficult to ſay, in what age of 
the world Mankind have been worſt upon the 
whole. Poſſibly the dreadful Criſis may yet be 
future; though the hopes of Charity, the diſco- 
veries of Prophecy, and candid obſervation of 
Events may incline us the rather to think other- 
wile, that the Fiat which ſhall gradually renew all 
things is long fince gone forth, and that Man- 
kind on. the whole are at preſent actually, 
though unperceptibly, extricating from the 
depth of pollution, and aſcending, by a flow 
and feeble gradation, towards the purity which 
Ko Creator firſt gave them in his love. How- 
ever this be, there have been times ſince the 
day of St. Paul, when even in Chriſtian coun- 
tries his Character of the Gentiles has an- 
e in all points to the 1 
ners. 


In the midſt of this horrid catalogue vs of hy- 
man enormities which had the holy | Apaſtic for 
its author, there ſtands one arvele which Temp 
to ſoften the ſeverity of the whole accuſation, 
IIs that the n . 

. 
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inſertion, as any material alleviation of their 
guilt, is much to be when we advert 
alſo to the laſt words, where we read, that they 
knew the Yudgment of Cad, that they who commit 
ſuch things are worthy 'of | Death... What then? 
Has the Apoltle contradifted bimſeif, by ſaying 
that they were both t end and knowing ? 
Perhaps not. -words may reconcile 
all. "They 4% nor Air., fing be, 'to retain Gude 
their knowledge. They had light ſuſficient to 
convince them of the demerit' of their vices 
and impieties, but as they did not chooſe to 
cultivate their knowledge, but rather ſtifled 
and buried it, they were in effect without Un- 
derflanding, and ignorant to all the purpoſes of 
virtue and morality. There is ſuch a thing as 
a vicious Ty There is much of it in 
the e Le this tis which nh inthe 
midſt of the crimes of the Gentiles: 


Abe Hiſtory of Mankind is filled with the 
dene Effects of the Vices in the text. 
The Cup of human is a nauſeous Com- 
pound, extracted from various Roots of 
Bitterneſs. But not © rd 
tention to the Vices of men requiſite for a true 


n * 
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Judgment of Human Life, but alſo to diſcern 
the of Man's Trial, the 
many Crimes and Tranſgreſſions to which he 
is prone, or to which he is tempted. My pre- 
ſent Diſcourſe therefore ſhall aim at a deſcrip- 
tion of the Vices of Human Nature, as they 


ſtand here arranged by the Apoſtle ; pointing, 
as I paſs, at, the Miſeries they 
generate, and the Temptations which draw men 
into them; and marking where it may be need- 


ful, the degree of their Criminality,. and alſo 
nnn thn ah 7. 


But fen. it is of conſequence previouſly to 


God is here faid judicially to have conſigned the 
Getty: r not 
A 


know and ru the Author of Nature 
are a ground of the warmeft and moſt, pious 
And to neglect the improvement of 
them, fram a diflike to the glorious and amiable 
Character which is the object of their ſtudy, is 1s 
a crime - odious for its ingratitude, con- 
par the for the degradation with which it 

de- 
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debaſes ane diets afho. 
niſhment for the it'nnanfeſts/of the 
affeftions from good to evil. The Puniſhment 
which God inflicted on it was leaving corrupted 
Man to himſelf, giving bum gver to a reprobate | 
Mind, to do thoſs things which are not convenient”; 
it being the character of all Vice, that it is n 
convenient, not good or 'beneficial to man, but 
repugnant to his nature, and ſubverſive of his 
happineſs. This judicial act of God in giving 
men over to a' reprobate Mind, is elſewhere ex- 
preſſe by the fame Apoſtle in different, but 

plainer terms. He fifered them to walk in their 

own ways. He did not concern himſelf to 

check or controul them; but left them to make - 

a full trial of the abſurdity of their choice, and 

ſo to puniſh themſelves by their qum wicked in- | 
ventions. My reaſon for explaining this part 
of the text is not a little important, becauſe a 

doctrine has been grafted upon it, which is un- 
worthy of God, and ſhocking to human na- 
ture: namely, that the reprobate Mint is a ſtate 
of ſou. en defartidn of God" ts" 

excludes men from the overtures of the Gol-. 
pel, and leaves them in final and irrecoverable 
| In confutation of which dread- 
| ful, error, it is abundantly faßten tn rate to 
X 3 the 
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Judgment, ot granting them any additional 
Revelation to counteract them in the full tide 
of their imm them to go on 

in the funſüne of this world, till they Rad 
gained that ſolid experience of the fatal conſe- 
quenices of Vice, which brought them round 
in the end to embrace the Goſpel, and abandon 


the 1dolatries of Antiquity. 


The firſt Vice in the apoſtle's liſt is Un- 
righteouſneſs; which is cither Injuſtice in parti- 
cular, or elſe in general the quality of Non- 
rectitude, in oppoſition to all Righteouſneſs, or 


all tight Action. It is moſt likely however to 


be intended here in the firſt and more limited 
ſenſe, becauſe Injuſtice is not mentioned elſe- 
where in the catalogue, which would hardly 
have been omitted, had Unrighteouſneſs ſtood 
There 


at the head in the general view on. 
is no Vice, - Which takes fo large a 


circuit in ſociety as Injuſtice, n 
that there is not 4 ſo loud in the 
of men as the h.. 


mouths of the generality 
rafter of being juſt. Injuſtice ariſes, either 
from an undue for a man's ſelf, 
. which inclines him to withold Right from a 
9 or to commiit actions of po- 
X 4 | Seve 
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ſitive injury, to him; or elſe from an | 
rhe for a ſecond perſon, which inclines 
ſhew the ſame injurious conduct to a 
third. This is the crime which fills the world 
Vith poverty, diſtreſs, oppreſſion, the tears of 
orphans, the lamentations of widows, and the 
of ſlaves in bonds. It ſows diſcord, in 
Families neighbourhoods, and great nations, 
and produces all the ſavage outrages, under 
which the Earth trembles, and by which it is 
ſtained with blood, and covered with deſola- 
tion. It ſows private Reſentment to ſpring 
up in future generations, and wars to be con- 
tinued throu gh ages, or revived at the diſtance 
of centuries. The proſpect of advantages, the 
enjoyment of pleaſures, the. gratification of 
ambition and vain-glory are the uſual tempta- 
tions to Injuſtice. And very powerfully do 
35 motives 2 in the breaſt of man, ex- 


ting him to wrongfully by his neigh- 
bow But the reflection on it is intolerable to 


a foul endued with ſenſibility, unleſs a repara- 
| tion can be made, and the injured party fatis- 
bel with an atonement. Happy is that Con- 
ſcience, which is Clear of the recollection of 
Injuftice ! For he who i in purſuit of intereſt, 
gory or amuſement, violates the law of 


equity 
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equity with his brother, for himſelf a 
bed of thorns; — Spertes of Guilt 
will torment his wakeful imagination. How 
reſtleſs are his toſſings, and how comfortleſs his 
. fichneBdnkinh 
Mu 70%. EY 61 ho 123 


neee, A Wifi al which 
the preſent age deems hghtly as to its Crimi- 
nality, as all ages do when the manners are 
luxurious and and the religious 
principle looſe and dikpated. Fornication is 
criminal becauſe it is inconſtant ; and incon- 
ſtancy is cruel. The law of Marriage there- 
fore is holy, becauſe it is founded in Sympa- 
thy ; and the vagrant Fornicator grows callous 
in all his feelings by the frequent violation of 
his faith and vows. The man who is not to 
be bound by this tender engagement, can 
hardly gire a good ſecurity for his fidelity in 
any thing. His want of paſſion for deſerted 
Beauty, and of affection for his offspring, the 
continuation: of himſelf; Fornication 
with ſuch a deep colout of guilt, that it is won- 

derful how it finds an advocate. It vitiates the 
| ity of that paſſion, which is the 
fineſt of all the ſocial feelings, and converts it 


into 
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inte a mean, b, and ſelfiſh Hefice which. 
is worſe than Itſelf, and facrifices for 
— — it burned of 
late with an inſuſferable flame. It is apt to rob 
__ the woman of all her virtues at once; her chaſ- 
tity, the ſecurity of them all, being wrefted from 


principle of filial love. At re op 
under a ſtrong temptation, from ſelf-love, and 
che pride with which the moſt unfortumate per- 
for conſiders his original, to deſpiſe and ab- 
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tenneſs, and untimely Death, preceded by bo- 
dily tortures and mental horrors, by which 
thoſe who have felt them have what 
is Hell, are its woeful attendants. Fornication 
boaſts often of a perfect Progeny. But it is 
the meaneſt and falſeſt of all boaſts. For that 
progeny owes its perfection to Innocence when 
* its early bloom, and to Nature 
when corrupted in its flowery Spring. Such 
perfect progeny is not to be continued as For- 
nacation proceeds in /its morbid courſe. The 
ſucceeding Offspring of this Vice will waſte and 
confume away in, the Morning of Life, and 
reflect wit ſorrow on the Parent's Guilt, which 

to them a diſtempered frame, and 
blood inflamed with hereditary poiſon. A very 
large ſhare of the miſeries of the world may be 
laid to the charge of this Vice. How often 
has it ſacrificed that ftrong defire implanted in 
Nature, the Anxiety of the Parent to preſerve 
the Child; which is rendered, not a joy, nor 
a pride, nor a felicity, but a perplexity, a hu- 
miliation, and a curſe! Hence it is by one pa- 
rent deſerted, by the other murdered, Though 
the. temptations to Fornication are powerful in 
effect, they are mean objects to ſeduce a rea- 
ſonable creature, The Charms of a Harlot 
, * IF ub. ' . are 


316 On THE viers of MANKIND. 


are counterfeit and unnatural, as all external 
ornaments 1 muſt be, when the Mind is di- 
oully Tel. Virtue is the only preſerva- 
tive of female Delicacy; and it is but ſeldom 
that quality is well-counterfeited by a licentipus 
woman. Fornication, in ſhort, brutalizes both 
the ſexes, and deſtroys all taſte, of propriety, 
grace, elegance, and ſocial and perſonal decorum, 


But left it ſhould be thought unfair to 
conclude the criminality of Farnication from 
ſuck ill conſequences as ariſe from it in a ſtate 
of unnatural and refined Society (according to 
which rule of . judging, even Virtues of the 
higheſt rank will ſtand fair to be condemned) 
I muſt obſerve, that the warſt conſequences of 
Fornication appear not to ariſe qut of the pre- 
ſent mode 'of human Society, but but would cer- 
tainly accompany the Vice in the very beſt ſtate 
in which it could be deſirable alp. men to live. 
It is not the ſanction of Law in favour of mar- 

riage, or any inſtitution of man, which ? 
birth to the Diſeaſe and the Putrefaction whi 
follow from promiſcuous luft, and threaten de- 

population to the world. The Laws j in favour 
of "Maccinge are unqueſtionably the Caufes of 
many additional miſeries to Fornicators and 
their offspring: but yet, if theſe- laws are 


7% 


* 
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agreeable to Nature, and pointed out by Rea- 
fon and the Finger of God, all the ſad conſe- 
quences which reſult from the tranſgreſſion of 
them are juſtly on. the Vice which 
violated firſt the natural order and-the divine 
appointment, and called of courſe for the re- 
ſtraints of diſtributive Juſtice in disfavour of 
that fide againſt which . 
declared Neither Man nor Woman is 

ordained or inſtigated by Nature to es 
from Partner to. Partner, in violation of that 
pure, original, and divine Paſſion, Love, which 
diſtinguiſhes the human Species altogether fon 
moſt animals, and in ſome | from all; 
there being ſome in the lower orders of Cre4- 
tion, who keep, for one Seaſon at leaſt, an in- 
violable Conſtancy with the firſt object of their 
election. The Quickneſs of the human {cn 
* 81 to Impreſſions of ſocial endearment, 
| ſtrength of the human Memory, which 
keeps thoſe impreſſions alive, require Man' to 
be conſtant and faithful to the firſt Pattner of 
his Cares and Pleaſures. There is no pang 
equal to the ſorrow of deſertion, no_anguith 
comparable to the jealouſy with which 2 Rival 
is ſuſpected by a generous Lover of either ſex. 
— — 
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to wonder at any penal infliftions with which 
God in his Providence has chaſtz i. 10 


* 1804 
Thirdiy, Wickedacſs; or, that peeverſion-of 
Nature, which inclines a man to prefer Vice to 
Virtue, or Miſchief to Utility. The ſenti- 
ments of a wicked Man are in all things con- 
trary to truth and reaſon. . Things horrid and 
deteſtable, ſad or dreadful, are objects to him 
of laughter and exultation. He rejoices in ini- 
quity. He has no love for Virtue, and its dif- 
treſſes put him in good humour. What pity 
it is that the indifferent part of the world, who 
think little of morals, and ſcarce form any de- 
terminate character of their own, ſhould at- 
tend no more to the malignity of wicked per- 
ſons ! Scarce any thing: but the utter ruin and 
ſhameful downfall of a wicked man will excite 
the abhorrence which is his due from the un- 
thinking Many in Society. Juft as on the 
other hand, Virtue, till it be exalted, never 
ins har aqgaraton. A wicked man ought 
to be ſhunned in Society as much as a Peſſi- 
(lence. There is nothing ſo dreadful in the 
compaſs of Nature as a man whoſe affetions 
ate turned from good to evil ; becauſe nothing 
| ; I but 
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but his preſent inability or intereſt can reſtrain 
him; from doing every thing deſtructive. 1 
have no-where met with an idea fo: 1 
equal to the horror with which a truly wicked 
rum 
ment of this coup let. 
eb + is Hilo other ae 
| Makes one fiar Hell, In 
The quality of Virtedigſ is by no means fo 
general us to be the character of every Sinner. 
There are too many, however, t6' whom the 
character belongs, inſomuch that few circles 
N gym} reap 
| ſhape. They are emphatically hildren 
the Devil, a Generation of Vipers, 23 
of Satan. They ſhew themſclves 
theit forwardneſs to oppole every Defign formed 
for the intereſts of Truth, Virtue, Liberty, or 
the Accompliſhment of Human Nature. The 
wiſtics of the Wicked fall in exactly with the 
Polticks c xe felurts. How ſhould it be 
xtherwiſe, 1 5 Satan could be divided againſt 
Himſelf! The thoughtlefs, uncultivated, gay, 
1 
mean not much good or evil, but incline ra- 
ther ur a bias 19 the later, uſually fan in 


with 
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Ie ind Viee in the Apoſite's Liſt is a 
fertile Source of Evil to the world : Cane 
neſs. A quality, at which moſt 
= ML of 1a ig Foy 5 fe gs a 
ing thoſe who are under the power of it them 


There is no Vice whey of becauſe 


ſelves. 
there is none which more effectually defeats its 


own purpoſes. But it would be well if its Folly 
were its moſt ſtriking character. It is the root 
and nurſe of, many other. Vices, and thoſe the 
„ Nature is capable. In- 
juſtice, and the moſt extreme Cruelty, toge- 
ther with the higheſt Impiety to God, 
are its 1 It is the Parent 
of the baſeſt Deſigns, and the moſt deſpicable 
Compliances. It roots out from the breaſt 
deareſt objects in Nature. Having firſt ac- 


1 


Him a friend to no man, but an enemy to 
n 
e to himſelf. 80 that in proporflöh 
i the world filfs with perſons of this quality, 
it fills with wretches who at beſt mean to Urain 
off the happineſs of ſociety to the laſt drop, 
and would' feel no reluftance at any general 
Deſtruction from whence a harveſt may derive 
upon themſelves. Avarice, like. Ambition, be- 
ing a radical Vice, it has exterifive' effefis'm 
the production of miſery. Having many other 
Vices in its train, it draws after it the reſpective 
miſeries attendant on them all.” Avarice in 
ity does but reſemble many other of the ab- 
firdeſt and moſt unaccountable 'tendencies- in 
human nature; but its r fruitfulnefs in 
producing taiſcry to mankind renders it more 
firing | and odious. It ſupplants one marf, 
oppreſſes a ſecond,” aims at . 
end, ferids away the hungry empty, 

the Thikvering naked, dun he Rods wn 
dn, and beholds unmoved the wounds which 
Laute receives from the ſword of the Tyrant. 
S is a Polly which makes 8'tidn injurious 
. | 
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they fly: This ſhows, in 
cafily Extremes the moſt violent 


2 be w Gd, N io 
to jety. Malice is always full of Pain. 
Pain is not only the ſubject of its meditation, 
_ and the aim of its contrivances, but its owt: 


CERES Sos ite! Ts 
Y 2 thirſt 
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thirſt of Revenge grows more infupportable 
by reaſon of the delay, and the Blow falls 
heavier than was firſt deſigned. The delay 
has increaſed the provocation, and blown up 
the flame of reſentment. Here Malice feaſts 
and carouſes. But the feaſts of Malice have 
their Harpies to plunder and defile them. If 

Malice be gratified to the full, a bitter Com- 
follows ; if not, the infernal flame 
is only fed with ann for; "og the Ha 
| diabolical Soul fickens and waſtes away during 
the painful interval till an opportunity arrives 
of more ample Revenge. In the mean while, 
how unfortunate are the Victims of this cruel 
Paſſion! Youth, Innocence, Beauty, Virtue, 
Poverty, old Age, are all of them faint and 
ineffectual pleas to moderate this implacable 
Fury. This Vice is frequently more indebted 
to Conſtitution than many others. Some men, 
though in various reſpects vicious, and great 
ſlaves to their Paſſions, find it unnatural to 
their minds bs Rats He's Bhcd, 
ditating Malice. They 


y, me- 


eine, through a certain native indolenoe, to 
the 
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| the oblivion of a quarrel. A malicious tem 


is generally half-formed at leaſt, in original Na- 
ture. And there is a current Com 
to human Nature, in giving this Vice the epi 
thet of unnatural, and erg 
poſſeſs it — th ans 
of the Species, | | 


Sixthly, Envy : than which-there, is not a 


more deformed Shape in the 8 ud 
Vices. It is the Reyerſe of Benevolence. 

as Benevolence rejoices in the — of 
another, Envy on the 
Envy wiſhes only to ſee the happy thrown down 
into Miſery. Pride, Ambition, and Avarice 
are its avenues, through which it 


makes way into the Soul. The felfiſh Paſſions - 


invariably cheriſh and fapport it. An anxiety 
for a man's on exaltation makes him im- 
patient at the fight. of the exaltation of anq- 
ther before him. And he who covets to en- 


rich kimſelf will behold with regret the faſter- 


growing fortunes of his neighbour. This Vice 
_ ſtimulates men to Injuſtice and Cruelty, cauſes 
Shea 26 regime at the Condudt of Divine Pro- 


per 


is Hur by it. 


— 


— 
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e Murder : A Crime, equally da- 
ring and impious with reſpect to God the Au- 
thor of Life, as it is unjuſt and cruel to the 


the Perſon againſt whom he riſes, to 2 


* 
= - 
* - 


him of the henefit of drawing the vital aig, 
foundation of all other enjoyments, the ch 
nel in which all good things are conveyed to'the 
Senſes, or to the Underſtanding. The Mur- 
derer would either purſue the Soul, if he could, 

| TT do 


3 


der Marcuse, 07 
TAE £8 oF MANnxIND 
On tut Vice _ » 
to ith inviſible State in the hands of God 
to] | | 
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Princes aut Magiſtrates into Sarg as 
Deceit, or 


 Ninkhly, pant) | the Vice 
— Ninthhy, Deco, or Beg i, the Vee 


prays to God, 
— rn e 


Tenthly, Malignity. This differs from le 
liciouſneſs, which has been already mentioned. 
For as Malicioyſneſs is Enmity, ſettled and di- 
geſted into a cool, habitual Revenge, Malignity, 


on the other hand, is a certain ' Bjackneſs of 


Soul which meditates, unprovoked, the Diſtreſs 


and Miſery of its neighbour. It delights in 
doing Harm for Injury's Sake. Or it may 
mean utter Miſantbropy. A r 
tural and diabolical. Pride, and all other 
Selfiſh Paſſions will nurſe and cheriſh it, tilla 
arrive at a contempt of Human Na- 
ture, which he will by fact City, 

himſelf with the diſtortion of human 


wind 264 fnteoy 
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The twelfth Claſs are Backbiters ; Dealers in 
Scandal as well as the V bhiſperers, but with 
leſs art and premeditation, having only the 
ſence of thoſe whom when abſent they de- 
The thirteenth Sort are the Haters of God. 
— - : 


* 
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ory, it has deen difficult for true Religion 
gain footing in the world, whilſt Falſhood 
accommodating 


favour from the Policy of Senatey and Cabinets. 
Bad men are Haters of God, i. e. of the One 
22 
and are inclined to be without R unleſs 
Religion can be corrupted, which 1s a greater 
Deſideratum to a wicked heart than to have no 
Religion at all; becauſe the mind of man is 
1 IO at leaſt 
ong ſo ſatisfied, and would rather be at 

pat Rain ca bs brought oe 0 


* 
\ -_ 
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liberty 
to chooſe, which of his Gods be finds it moſt 
enten 10 relemble ; the equality of their 
being a ſufficient conſolation to him 
in whatever choice he will make. This ſhews 
on what principle all vicious. men who are at- 
— gs idolatrous Religion are Haters of 
the True God. It points alſo at the great 
number of Perſons of this flagitious cha- 
4 not 2 in Countries which we call 
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Idol of human Fancy; in a third a maſs of 
| Contradictions, ſuch as Parities in Identities, 
diviſible Quantities of indiviſible Totalities, 
and other wild Impoſſibilities which are equal 
to Atheiſm. The warmeſt Devotees of ſuch a 
religious Syſtem are inſpired with the fierceſt 
abhorrence of the idea and character of the liv- 
ing and True God, in whom there is no Diver- 
ſity of Character, nor Shadow of a Change. 


The apoſtle adds, in the fourteenth rank, 
a Character which is an Improvement upon the 
Deteſtation of God, the Defpiteful; or thoſe 
who having poſſeſſed themſelves with an ab- 
horrence of true religion, with all their 
power the intereſts of God and his truth 
among men, ſhewing their rancorous malice 
in a vehement and cruel perſecution of pious 
and enlightened perſons. There are many of 
the moſt malignant qualities of human nature 
which go towards the formation of this Cha- 
rafter. And the perſons who poſſeſs it are 
thoſe who take the lead of the vain and dif- 
ſipated part of the world, and inſpire the great 
circle of Society with prejudices againſt the 
pureſt and moſt refined Spirits whom God 
ſends in ſmall numbers to o mecliorate by flow 


degrees 
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degrees the ſtate of this world, deſolated and 
rumed in it is by the immorality- of its de- 


. 


The Proud among Mortals occupy the fif- 
teenth Station in the Apoſtle's Arrangement 
of Sinners. Pride is a quality not founded in 
Nature, nor warranted by any circumſtance 
that can poſſibly mix itſelf in the condition 
of Man. Every proud man is an idolator of 
Himſelf, and cannot be a worſhipper of God, 
| by reaſon, of the want of reverential Senti- 
ments of his All- „and a due con- 
viction of his own Nor can he 
be a good Member of Society among the 
Creatures of God, having always at heart that 
Claim of writy, to which all focial Har- 
mony will be ſacrificed. So many Vices are 
dependent upon Pride, and are entirely at its 
beck, either to come forth into action, or to 
lay by ſupine, (for Pride will often keep down 


— 
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This is an unmanly Character, ſo 2 — 
| ena. 
g's 
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moured of itſelf, that it would be 
merits which it 


not. It is one of the 
Vices which deſerve e is: the: 
meaneſt of all the Beggars of Admiration. 
There are three: degrees of it, The fitſt is 
purely ridiculous ;. when it affects the 
honour of atchievements of which it is inca- 
pable. Such is the Military' Braggadochio, 
whoſe Tongue is his beſt Weapon. The ſe- 
ſeek to transfer to themſelves the glory of other 
iterary Pirates, who pre- 


mens labours, like Li 
fume on claping detefifen from ths —2—. 
odious and criminal ; — hare] 
the meritorious of the glory of their virtues, 

1 
2 the day. | 


The ſeventeenth fort are the Inventors of evil 
things; the ſtudious Inventors of things ruin- 
ous and deſtructive. For while ſome exalted 
characters are anxious to promote the welfare 
and improvement of mankind, and diligent in 
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mehorate its condition, there are others in op- 
poſition who lay out their powers with a dia- 
bokcal ardour to oppreſs and enfeeble the great 
majority of the Species, for the unnatural ex- 
altation and falſe embelliſhment of a fmall part 
of it. There are, many who conſpire againſt 
the intereſts of truth and knowledge, freedom 
and rational religion, and forge chains of ig- 
norance and bondage for poſterity. And there 
have been thoſe who employed their inventive 


The nineteenth fort of Sinners are the ob- 
ſtinate and wilfully ignorant, Without Under- 
fandag in Matters of Virtue and true Rel 
gion; who ſhun the Light which throws its 
COIL N 
and brings their pollutions into view. There is 
prodigious baſeneſs in this character. It has 
33 or os beſt friends of man- 

kind 
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God, the Prophet, Be a, 
the taan'of — due waa 
have fallen victims to its fury. It is blind; ſa- 
vage, inſolent, and bold: vain of itſelf, cal- 
of Adamant. It is the un Vier, lich 
is deaf to evidence, and the reverſe of n 
and modeſt Faith. It deals much in 
and is volatile in its cruelty. Thus it behaved 
itſelf at the Sufferings of Chriſt. It mocked 
him, ſpat on him, arrayed him in the | 
ous robe, crowned him with the thorns, Ta 
cede King of the Jews as e 
The beeien are the - Coda cake 
Violators, either of Covenants expreſly mai 


agreed to by the Parties; & of Cc. 
and antes to Gh, as is underftood 


, Sean of Monſters, Without natura G1 
without the tenderneſs common. to 
"= the ſoft and ſweet ſentiment 


On Tu Victs or Mantind. 327 


EH. 


N 


4 
4 
0 

8 


438 O Tus Vieess or MANUE IA. 


is View is an — he 
amorous affections to the . And 


in its 


thing that can be vile or 
bs i it what it will. in itſelf, (or n 4 — 
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againſt their own Nature. Here gioans a Wan- 
quiſhed wretch under the Death-blow of a bro- 
ther, who with uplifted arin, and fiery anger 
in his eye „ diſcovers his impatience 
the Soul. Elſewhere, in damp and 
ſubterraneous „lie unfortunate priſb- 
ners in the ſad horrors of famine, the father, 
the child, the mother, diſtracted ſpectatori of 
each others woe. Here, ſtretched om engines 
of ingenious torture, miſerable ſouls retid hea- 
ven with their ſhrieks, and cannot give up the 
ghoſt during g their long-protracted agonies. At 
a period ſomewhat later, behold the mercileſs 
torturers themſelves tormented on the rack of 
Conſcience, and trembling to expire for fear of 
endleſs puniſhment, till with infinite reluctance 
and unutterable deſpair ;their ſouls are hurried 
into the abyſs they dread. ' Here droops an 
; amiable ea prechuges: a 


4 a forſworn lover, and falls — 
brutal compulſion of the ſavage and libidinous 
ſtranger, who devotes her to infamy and then 
to death; his thirſt for her blood awakening wich 
the ſatiety of his luſt. While one cothiplains 
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of, the bitter vi of his enemies, another 
exectrates the treac of his friends; and 4 
third, having found the ſtream of the whole 
world againſt him, abandons ſociety ; or, inca- 
pable of being a ſolace to himſelf, ſeeks forre- 


an porn pe Ing Death, | 4 


It may excite our admiration to at 
how, it ſhould happen that Man, the nobleſt 
Creature formed by God to dwell up pon this 
orb, ſhould arrive at ſuch dreadful degrees of 
vice, impurity, and malignity as this long and 
black catalogue exhibits to our abhorrence ; or 
that God, who in all his works conſults the 
univerſal happineſs, and delights in the ad- 
vances of his creatures towards perfection, 
ſhould put jt in the power of mankind fo far 
to themſelves, or place them with a 
| temptation at hand which he foreſaw muſt ef- 
feQ.. their. ruin, and deface all his beautiful 
Works below. This leads to a very ſublime 
Spegnlation, yet not altogether inadequate to 
quracultics, nor deſtitute of N. otices (though 
not very. ample ones) to aſſiſt us in the ſearch. 
1 mean the idea of a more ancient State of Be- 
ing, of which the preſent Life of Man may 
a 


be the 3 The ſuppo- 
2 3 | tion 
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ſition of ſuch a State may.diminiſh the aſto· 


niſhment with which we now: vie the ſud 
dennefs and ſpontaneouſneſs of the human de- 
gradation from integrity to all manner of evil, 
But waving that enquiry for a future ſeparate 
conſideration, due to its importance, it will 
be proper firſt to conſider if there be no ſource 
of wickedneſs nearer at hand, equal in a great 
degree to the introduction of all this congre+ 
gation of Offences. I mean, is there na Fart 
dical Vice, to which, as to one ſimple prinei: 
FS 
ties of the human Soul? What ſay yau 
Mais firſt aberration from Nature, thas plain 
and tranquil road, and wandering till be was 
loſt in the mazes of his own wild artifice and 
invention? If Man turng upſide-down the 
State of Creation, and ſubverts the order of 
Nature around him, that Subverſion will of 
courſe oyerſet Him, If he corrupts the World, 
the world will corrupt Him. God was not 
obliged in honour and juſtice to provide for 
man's happineſs in %o ways, but having fur- 
niſhed him with a good ſituation, was juſtified 
in leaving the laws of Nature to their ſponta- 
neous gperation, and man to ſink un- 


e 


On Tr” viene of MANEIND,_ 343 


occaſioned. But ſuch is the divine mercy, that 
man is not ſuffered to periſh in the ruins, nor 
even the ruins to remain for ever a 
ful monument of human imprudence. 
ſtoration is planned. And the plan is among 
the treaſures of the Moſt High. The Re- 

8 is even on foot; the foundation is 
laid, and the work is going forward. The 
Redeemer 1s already known ; and the Scripture 
holds him up to our grateful veneration, and 
ſays, Behold the Lamb of Gad, which taketh 
away the Sin of the World ! not the Sins, but 
ly e Sn the univerſal, the fixſt 
and fundamental Sin of the World, which was 
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Lo, this only have I found, that God hath mack 


man upright, but they have ſought out many In- 


FTER a computation not very honour- 
able to human nature, which Solomon 
had made of the Scarcity of Perſons of Worth, 
wherein he is parti y unfavourable to that 
Sex in whoſe charms he had rioted with ſmall _ 
moral benefit or laſting ſatisfaction to himſelf, 
he ſeems much at a loſs to account for the ex- 
treme and univerſal of the Species, 
and declares himſelf unable to reſolve it into 
any other Origin than the of Man 
out of the State of Nature into the devious 

wilds of his own fond and irregular Inven- 
tion. 


An Opinion not och' n is inge- 
niouſly defended by the modern Philo her of 
Geneva; according to whom M alto- 
gether gentle and amiable by Nature, _ 
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been corrupted in the boſom of Society. And 
had he allowed ſuch a thin g as Society in its 
purity to be natal e and mates it 
from that artificial and deformed ſtate of it 
which is eſtabliſhed in the world, he had pro- 

Eno eee 
queſtion of the higheſt importance - to man- 
RM "Why has this man (of whom the. age 


in oppoſition to that infernal draught 
wk they ſo juſt uſtly controvert in our 4 
thropiſt of the aft, Century? Let it only be ad- 
mitted that Human Nature is now 

to our hands by an erronequs Anceſtry. and 
the Poſition, that Society, with its arti 
Refinements, is the Origin of ohr depravity 
miſery, will, if 1 miſtake nat, turn out not 
only to be a Truth of irrefragable Arne 
but a bright "ig ht of infinite Utility, a Doc- 
trine in Ranhenf with the Revelation of Go 
and tending to awaken mankind. to that, Re- 
formation of their State, which, will end in the 
Reſtoration of this mutilated Syſtem of men 
and animals; which 3 is, in other 8 hs 
8 of the W Id. 
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If it be aſked, Is it not the Sin of Adam in 
Plradiſe which is the Original, primitive ra- 
dicat d F the rid? the ny: methinks, 
requires little heſitation for the afficmative, pro- 
vided the de reaſonably explained. 
The Sin of Adam would not have ruined the 
world, if it had not been followed by his po- 
ſterity. The Curſe, which was progreſſive in 
its operation, might ſoon have been taken, off, 
and the Redemption effected with facility a 
expedition. But mankind have fnned, as 
Paul expreſſes it, after the Similitude of 4 
Tanſgreſion. And Adam's Sin in eating the 
farbidden Fruit was not only a Fact lite 
tranſacted as it is recorded by Moſes, but at 
the ſame time a lively Picture of the future 
Aberration of Mankind from the 3 


hop 2 


en with the allotments of God and Nature. 
” themſelves, and not God, muſt choo 
food. Art, not Nature. "muſt furnith 
regulate their pleaſures. The Fountam of 


1 
wir NO Wares is fighted, and nothing will con- 
2 at them but Cifterns of their own hewing. 
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Irhe Sin bf Adam is becorhe the Sin of the 
World by Adoption. Matikid have acted ori 
the ſame prineiple in a larger field. Adam's Tres 
of Knowledge was a' Vegetable," prefumed'to- 
contain an inſpiring and ennobling-quality. Our: 
Tree of Knowledge is the exterifive"Citeuit*6f 
the Inventions of artificial Life.” Nett, Of 1.40: 


A Þ 
But why then, you will ſay, 4s 1 view <p 
Act of Adam as a literal Fact, when it fo na- 
turally accommodates itſelf to the attire of an 
Allegory ? I anfwer, firſt, becauſe it is ſo inter- 
woven with plain Hiſtory, both in the prior 
and ſubſequent Narrative, that the oy of 
this Tranſaftion muſt leave a violent ( 
the Account, and render the ſucceeding part in- 
_— And in the next place, there is no- 
thing ſo romantic in the account of the Para- 
difiacat Cataſtrophe as to compel us to reject the 
litetal acceptation ; and it is reaſonable to ex- 
peRt, from the fimple and narrow ſphere of ac- 
tion which our primitive anceſtors occupicy,” 
that their Condutt would be fuch as mult carry 
the air of an allegorical or emblematicaf reprt- 
ſentation of the future Conduct of 
in wider and 3 got 
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F 
and deſortiom of. e fabrick, very fincly re- 
ſembles the caſe of great nations which are ro- 
gularly ruined, and ſcattered abroad, in conſe- 
quence of aiming. at an over-bloated Grandeur, 
But no man for this reaſon infers the memoirs 
2 
notorious) do be fabulous or allegorical. 
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ions tn inflame. Nor could it be any 


9 the divine Wiſdom or Good- 
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neſs to try the und :obediancs.-of 
Man, by making his. abſtinence from the clav- 
ter of thoſe Trees a condition INE 


the benefit of the firſt. 
E 2443}. tions 424631 14 1051288 & * 
ien Sands eee 
6 that the ſearch of happineſs and 
improvement in ways of their own inventing 
would certainly end in miſery and diſappoint< 
ment. They ſhould have contented themſelves 
with the ſimpleſt and moſt natural enjoyments. 
But they choſe rather to be their -own-Carvers, 
hke Adam and his Spouſe z/ and they dug up 
the ſprings of diſquiet, till God in wiſdom and 
— — — | 
beautiful State of terreſtrial Nature 
ſpurned and rejected, and which the hard. and 
— 547. ot '7 4p pang 
 drniptions was now: deſtined-to reſtore... 1. 
< 423 £86 BRIT 2 
Now there are three 1 
the cafe of our primitive Parenta, which finely . 
prefigure the future conduct of mankind. in 
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+ Seemdly,/ che 'fFuppoſed- operation of it in 
gining e e Embelliſhunent- en human 
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imagination. They avexpower-thes 
judgment, and run away with the paſſions. 
Tha forbidden Fruit was phaſant to the Bye, and 
_ preſumed to be guad for Food preſumed. to be 
of the richeſt quality, the moſt dlegant and de- 
—_ * works of Art.- in like i 
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ſofas, the illuminated halls; the rich pavilions, 

TS of attendants,) the throng 
| the herd of ſlaves, the troop of 
— the band of choirifters, the tribe 
of dancers, the groupe of mimicks; and ten 
ne. 
maſs of Luxury, excite the long- 
itigs of miſtaken mortals, ho are drawn aſide 
by brilliance and oſtentation, and infpired"with 
a falſe and depraved taſte which makes them 
diſcontented with the of Nature. 
The rich luſtre of Adam's Tree of 
obſcured the glory of all the trees of the Gar- 
den. It rivalled all nature around it: and ex- 
torted from the fond heart of Eve, and tlien of 


Adam, thoſe ſuperlative applauſes which in- 
jured the pretenſions of all other fruits, whoſe 
'homehier appearance promiſed no mote gratifi- 


tation thim they afforded” And 
thus the wide and wholeſome field of Nuture is 
- deſerted by Men as rommon” and utinivitng ; 
"while the life of artifice is 'univerfally>purfiied 
— OR men repair to "Cities" 
great pu ts, ſeeking a repute happi- 
nels from wealth, pomp, power, clithour, 
| hurry, tumult, finery, titles, e, hd 


1 os {7 DEGUI AMI. 
; Let 
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Let us 'progeedion. with che Analogy of Con- 


duc in our firſk Parents and. their Deſcendants, 
and 


of 


, ſecondly, the ſuppoſed Operation 
forbidden Fruit in giving Wiſdom and 
Embelliſhment to human Nature. Eve judged 
itis Tyre to be defired to make ane Wyſe. And Ye 
ſhall; be as Gods, ſaid the 'Tempter, 22 
9 mary 
knowledge of things uſeful and 
man might learn to make the moſt of 
his tzation, 2. — ga 


Curioſity 
burned within them te know if there were not 
2 — 
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many degrees. from their original perfection, 
and the ſecond carried to the laſt p point of their 
improvement. The neceſſity of human labour, 
for defence and for accommodation, was in- 
creaſed by the divine chaſtiſements of the 
earlieſt i of men. Men were reduced 
by thoſe chaſtiſements to the. duty of labour- 
ing in the arduous works bf thaw own and 
Nature's Reſtoration. Inſtead of ſubmitting 
to that yoke, they ſunk, alas ! under the weight; 
and thoſe who were moſt vicious, moſt ſelfiſh, 
and moſt formed the unrighteous pro- 
ject of the burden of human induftry 
<——_—_ as many as could be perſuaded 
to endure it, and to ſolace them- 
ſaves in every artificial accommodation of an 
effeminate and . yoluptuous taſte, Enfeebled, 
imbruted, ſubdued, and diſpirited by Vice, the 
majority yielded their rights to the Tyrant, and 
their reaſon to the Impoſtor, The wild arti- 
ficial, work went on with expedition . The ex- 
22 eee e 
and the depreſſed Fond e p 
for the ffs . 


| But why, you will 6 FA FP FI 
ret ax Inquany inthe Punic of 
for 
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for deviating from Nature, as toy permit the 
State of Reinen: to be a voluptubus reſt to 
Euere N — 


loſs of his health ; and the reliſh of a delicious 
was angie to him rl 


the temperance of his „ n 3 f 


' The Curiofity of Mankind to find out new 


of convenience and en- 
wich their in- 


. 
gence. The flattering idea ſtill governs: Ve 
Abbe a Gods; Every thing ſhall be done for 
us at our own Fiat; The Brute ſhall be taught, 
| e aut he farnmey ere ine 
am e; 
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feriors; We will reſtrain to ourſelves the ſplen- 
dours and « to which 
rant ſhall du homage j and the adulation of the 
venal ſhall raiſe us above the level of the ſpecies. 
The Artift ſhall torture his invention to furniſh 
new accommodations for an elegant floth; the 
ſhallenforce with the une 
| ſyſtem: with codes of: juriſprudence; and 
the Prieſt ſhall be warped from his primitive 
deſtination as the rural Patriarch and' Advocate 
of Nature, and hired into the ſervice a willing 
ons nr 5 arg * 2 


Ind ade Analogy ſhould be 
carried on to the fact of the Priority of the Wo- 
man's Tranſgreſſion, and perſuaſive influence 
with the Man to taſte. The Author of Na- 
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life, which atone'coutdprevent ity 
that God tras true and he'that' —— 
Dercbver. Neo better Succeſs have the Poſterities 


deemed as uſeleſs as would now fect the diſco- 
remedy for à diſeaſe which is extinRt. 


ee avg of valttable be rovi 
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dae ad is Ha the fine that has el 
fince/the mutilation of this world, had vice not 
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their faculties, nor ſhortened the date of their 
hives and Wo are not indebted to 
the artificial Life for a grain of uſeful and. ſu · 
blime knowledge, but may lay to its charge not 
only che ſlow'progreſs of great and valuable dif- 
coveries, but the diſtreſs and miſery which it has 
brought om thoſe immortal characters who:have 
fuffered' in the inveſtigation and communica- 
tion of important Truths in Morality, The- 
ology, Aſtronomy, and juft and — 
Politicks. : For every falſe 
cerives uporthe fine Circle, it gives athouſind 

pangs! to the wretched majority of Mankind. 
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ſion, — chenſhes every evil pen which 
| and ſoeial ſtate. Pride, Con- 
domeſtic 
ſours the 
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higheſt mercy Divinity that he 

for himſelf in D — 
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Ie. The Goſpel propoſes no violent methods, 
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demption and Recovery of this Work, which 
was; ruined. by the Departure of man out, of 
the. road of Nature into the labyrinths of Art. 
and / ĩũ to be. repaired and regenerated in qonſe - 
quenee of Man's return to ſimplicity. and Vir - 


nor hints at any ſudden or very | 
compliſument of, its deſign. However, it wall 

be doing no violence to the preſent ſtate of the 
world to ſuggeſt an inference from the preſent 
doctrine in favour of the quiet rural life, wher- 
ever it can diſcreetly be choſen by a man for 
himſelf. or for his child, in preference 82155 


tumultuous and unnatural one which, is 
in cities. The counſel is friendly, with a view 
and valuable end of the 


NA be it with a. view to the bodily 
health. ; or to the ſtrength of the faculties ; or 
to. the cultivation of the virtues; 3 
chearfulnels of the heart; or to the length, of 
the fun: or to the invigoration; of 


ox, to. n — 


brave people; or to the 
able Nature, which. at 
will yield thoſe noble ſubſtitutes for which . 


trial and veget 

lll deal far eel pea 
nigen; or above all, to the. agua 
. 2 | 
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of human tempers and manners, ind inchina- 
tion of the world to peace, equity, amd ſun- 
plicity, and ently to the more 
inttöduction of that Kingdom of the Re- 
deter, which is the Kingdom of God amd 
Nature, to be erected after the gradual demo- 
tion of all the Babels and wild works of hu- 
man Invention, under which the Creation has 
dong laboured, and ftill groans wirh 


— 
nn tt 


able inquictude. e 1 317) 13 — + e 
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Eben thoſe vs * ar getlected KifkeT- 
ently on human affairs to entet irito tie pro- 
pi and importance of chis advice: may 
neverthelefs from the obſervations which 
Have been made, that the exceſſive” attach- 
ment to the malt refined works of human att 
and invention, in preference to the moſt na- 
e 

' bf that” 
hi | dcn upon thank ks „ Twill: 
"infiſt'on e trot 
ITE the certainty of every thirig 
| | every ſincere Chriſtian to conſider,” whe- 


Eine Tnſttudtions of the Goſpel of Chiiſt 
ae mimodate'themſelves to the artificial, or to 


the 
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| the natural ſtate of Mankind; whether they 
confirm men in the purſuit and perpetuation 
of their own inventions in luxury, pomp, gran- 


| dear, Ons 1 


(the was Dao of ba | 


"im hae ack do jnferet wde-acte 
| and moſt beneficial characters 
earth : not thoſe Princes who plan and execute 
extenſive accumulations. of Empire, and lay 
waſte the face of nature with the fword, and 
engine of deſtruftion; nor thoſe who 
ſeek to ſubdue and keep in ignorance. the in- 
ferior ranks of men, or to perpetuate the fickly 
and unnatural life which bloats up a voluptu- 
ous foro with « falls e contetlit. 
ment ; but thoſe Princes rather who love the 
huſbandman, and rejoice in the cultivated 
lands ; who. encourage the rural arts, and aim 
at the improvement of every natural produc- 
be who view all other diſcoveries in a light 
of ſubordination to the great ſtudy of Nature, 
| . — 
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nd uſe them with a due ſubſerviency to that 
_—_—_— cv 
agamnſt the injuſtiee and violence of Countries 
with have not yet caught the ſpirit of Peace 
and'domeſtic Culture. Let every enlightened 
and” good Chriſtian therefore pray, not only 
that the Plefire of the Lard muy prfter in the 
bands of ſuch Princes, but that the like cœleſ- 
tal and benignant Spirit may gradually inſpire 
the Powers of all the quarters of the globe, to 

the more arrival of the days of 
14 Na- 


: a by its beneficent Kale, 
E | 
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CONTINUATION or BEING. 
vo 1. I. B b 5 2 


(- 37t ]- 
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+ havio that whatftever God derh, it ſhall be for 
cur. Nothing can be pur to it, nor any thing 
alen from it. And GH doeth it, that Men 
ſhould fear before him. That which bath beer, = 
& nw; an that which is to be, hath already 
„ | 
Phat which is paſt, . : 


'UCH has "BER 45 „ de- 
ſcriptive and theoretic, in a long ſequence 
of Diſcourſes, concerning the preſent fate of 
Human Life. And much yet remains to be 
inveſtigated, which I will diſpatch with as great 
expedition as the importance of each part will 
allow ;,,1;judged from the Urſt, that after hav- 


that height r reſtrained it; 
Nail not rr 
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of the Redemption, as it lies in the Appear- - 
ance and Character TNA but to 


tural, ſo far as | have. gone, u intermix the 
theory with the deſcription. And this may 
thought irregular. For the ſake, however, 97 


agel een; if 1 be ound ile of r 
tedious repetition, no violent tranſition, and 

no confuſion of order on the whole. Methinks 
I ſhould, if poſſible, imitate my 2 
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Life of Mankind; which is by no means appa- 
rently regular, according to any little rules of 
— — — SY 
and interruptions of light and ſhade, and com- 
Pleat in ſpite of L or arg; er 
Tglted eye. | 


The Incompleatnes of Human Life, in every 
* it, is at large illuſtrated by 
Solomon in this Book of Eccleſiaſtes. At the 


* 
* 


|. 


eloſe of every-ſcene he draws, This, ſays he, i 
Vanity, and ſo is Thar, and Al is Vanity.” 
Farber he lays down dy rhe; mag 
henſive 3 — 
— of divine Wiſdom, no- 
thing is — — 
diſordered and wild in its 1 

proportioned by its alliance with an eternal An- 
uity, as well as an unbounded Futurity of 


But 


"phic Solomon, (there is a ſtriking dignity in 
[his d 
it ſhall 
are for Eternity. 


of the idea) that whatſoever God doeth, 
be for ever. All his deſigns and works 


Bb 3 Na- 


td 
duration. I know, ſays the wiſe and philoſo-—- 
himſelf certain of it, equal to the 


There is not a particle in 
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the paſt, but a Cogtinuation'of whas it was in 


Man, in all limited views of it, be. ueamapleat 
and unſatisfactory ta the Spectater ? . 
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firſt attend to ſome ſtriking inſtatices of its In- 
compleatnels in itſelf, and then open the prof 
. 
of the ſtarry firmament by 
— into the wide womb of the Future and 
the Paſt.” | 


3 
ful fries of pangs and ies. And this is | 
ſurvived by a very finall number. The great 
multitude of kun offipring cane forwind, \ 
juſt to take the ſhort lot of infant-forrow, ant 
quickly receive their diſmiſſion. The Parent 
who is a of this tender ſcene can beſt 
tell whether it affords a compleat and ſatis- 
factory proſpect, as a Diſpenſation of that Be- 
ing who allots all things with unerfing fitneſs 
and Nothing can appear more 
T — 
where there is no apparent crime to deſerve it, 
e 


ET, How — cn 
Life, to @ very . 
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power 
in the elements, to defend him and his for- 
tunes from the ſudden blow of Calamity, the 


man, that any happine he can attain is as fu- 
{ gitive as the dreams of night; QIU ISSTITTEOD & 1 

7 11 ieee 
The ſudden changes n life from 
pleaſure to pain, from honour to diſgrace; ai 
from abundance to diſtreſs, ſhevy ſuſſiei 
Wat it is no compleat ſtate, but muſt depend 
for its rectification on a much larger compaſs vf 
— e r 8 contracted 


L ion 


ti > q $31/2/1t1 Toit 924} 
„ , by i indgence and Grrounding de. 
gers, is deſtined for Enterptize; Yet” how 


| ſeldom is a Succeſs the refult of any gcheme of 
his contriving? Succeſſes code for the 
part unſought and | 
dent; while the 
down di 
2 by | 

Rafe de wget ee 1 
on high that no man face his Port 
himſelf. Nr 07 Sil 81 
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1 | There 
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provement 
— genius grined any great point 
in Science, than either Death cuts ſhort at 
once the progreſs of his ideas, of the decay of 
Old-Age forbids the purſuit, and fteals from 
the memory, piece by piece, the whole trea- 
ſure that has been acquired. To what end i 
the mind raiſed and embelliſhed with knowledge, 
when it muſt fink after all into a 
ignarance? We muſt look farther than this | 
Life for the uſes of every great improvement. 
They do not anſwer here, in any wew equal 
to. the pains of the acquiſition. And every 


e man mee 4 | 


that there are higher ends t9 
be gained from his wiſdom than any on this 
fide the grave. Otherwiſe, the labour is en- 
tirely thrown awaz in all ſtudy, reading,. and 

plation. Every ſtudious' perſon would 


2 


5 intended 
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to be an Advocate in 
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wo 
. 
* 
— 
— , , 


390 On 1 4 rieb #: 


Behold the hoary and e Fett, 
tering with feeble and broken ſteps 10 the 
e 
ſtrength, - vivacity, genius pleaſantry, <6u- 
rage, honour, and fidelity? Alas, vain Life! 
{ny e 
his head. His feats of hardihood, and 
mere ere 
. And why? For now would he f 
count them with glee to a youthful-and.” 
perienced audience around him, ' 'Ler thi pho 
ing-repaſt, then, regale his ſpitits ; let the mid- 
night-pillow aſſiſt and ſoften his ſlumbers; let 
the cloſe of his life be as calm and ſerene is a 
fair evening after an unſettled day, the hours 
of which hve been chequered with all th 
/ ceaſe to mount at the ſudden calls | 


ef weather. Alas, it is - forbid! 
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rr kept up of the ya- 
parts of Nature, and that in their on 
Kinds reſpeAtively. This would be to ſay, that 
Diſonder is reftified, by making it 
If_thqrs e reparation. of the rajn of, Indi- 
viduals, what awails a continuation of the 
Whole ? All things- are vain and incompleat 
in he comprehenſive; view, as well as the de- 
tached, if nothing be meant but a removal of 
r 
mg Progeny. _ 
: oP ION Frm "xo Er Fa 
ompleatneſs of the preſent ſtate of Human 
7 neceſſary to conceive ĩt to be Part of 
a-Jarge Syſtem, bearing. relation both to the 
Fuhure and the Paſt; to the Future, for. a 
engration of things x and to the Paſt, for 


demand of a Renowtion is gre 
aſes, regard muſt, be had to — The 
8 muſt be,. ſuch as to furniſh;Recom- 
ce to Individuals. And the Cauſe of the 
uin muſt account for the Sufferings of the In- 
gividuals, which are involved in it. If L am 
1 this enquiry will bring. us to the 
Iden o — 
Adr e, 
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not a /OCanchifiow of Being. 4 tc, g. 9 
þu ci} ix 1 41 1 £31430) % «141 A 425 3 5 DA 
Tucbegin with Futurity. The Scrip- 
wn tenches, not only tit there ſhall be a go 
pollDk: appearance in the preſent ftate of Nu- 
tare tu confirm us in the belief both of the. 
one dtn ud the ther. 24 N 


\ | nd 1 gilt 


. 


334 On.-HumMan LITE, as 4 


merable more buds and bloſſoms which fail, 
than thoſe which come forth to life and frufti- 
fication. Their praſpering ſhoots are few and 
imperfect, their; abortions infinite. Thoſe ac, 
e 
the Great Style know well the imperfection of 
thoſe works of Nature which it is their pro- 
vince to imitate with a godlike pencil. They 
diſcern, in all forms animate and inanimate, 
their feeble exertions and cramped efforts to- 
wards the true beauty of their kind, and ſfup- 
ply, with a divine genius, the defects of Shapes 
which a corrupted State. of Nature permits but 
to be half-finiſhed in their and 
proportion. And there 1s reaſon to think, not 
only that all the Parts of this world are ſhat- 
tered, but that the Globe itſelf is mutilated in 
its beauty, and reduced in its magnitude, Its 
fertile and habitable ſpots bear no proportion to 
its barren ſands, dreary mountainous wilds, ruin- 
ous precipices, impaſſable cataracts, and inacceſſ- 
ible: cliffs; while the vaſt and occan, 
which covers nearly the whole ſurface, ſeems to 
mock the lordſhip of Man over the creation, and 
to denote rather the deſignation of the globe 
FP 
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— origin Kzey but —— 
pa rom gre ths world luis loft; d 


ere in an i Neri and — 
726921 * W 00IE 318 ei 70 YL Hob get a. 
3; be Cn for 2 renovation is ' hardly u 
| frriking than che Probability ef 'its tahing 
pr Al things in in Nature ſeem toy have a 
om By — — 
diſcern it fo in the Harts; ad 
S Miles e, reaſon to the Whole: 
The ſame law which if given te the Parts ir 
Aker 46 de given” to the Whole; and 
operates i in the Lels,' may be ex- 
Vor. I. Ce pected 
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pected to operate to a porfeſti eſſec ms che 
Greater. By the ſame gradations. wwhich the 
Creation drew back from its glory and once 


enn — a ptrigfiderthe 
tremendous earthquake to convulſe the bowels 
of the earth, and throw its ſurfaca into moun- 
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of |? another | retrogradation - (beſides nobler 
motives) into the dark and-comforfleſs cham- 
bers of Diſeaſe and Death. And in truth, 
thent ds nothing in Nature, under the povern- 
ment of God, to prevent the returt of all 
things to the better ſtate in which they origi- 
nally ſtood. So: deſerving of regard is the 
holy Scripture when it informs us; that this 
happy teſtoration and of ' the world 
18 2 the ſcheme of the ä — ; 
at-the accompliſhment of which all his difpen- 
ſations/invariably aim, in a way of regular pro- 
_ greſs which cannot fail to be effectual. So de- 
ſerving of regard is the facred code of inſtruc- 
tion, when it begins with declaring the Ruin, 
and cloſes with predicting the he. of this 
world. 


arts dann witch foretells the Re- 
novation of all things. affures us likewiſe of 
the Reſurrection of Individuals. Nor indeed. 
could that be called an univerſal Renovation, 
which does not comprehend the Reſtoration of 
all things that have periſhed. In the Creation, 
God did nothing but what ſhould be for ever ; 
and the Renovation is to be conducted on 


| this principle -of God's govermnent, that He 


Cc 2 re- 
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requireth to come round again that which is 
fal. PAL 7 ia ov 4 wi * 


It cannot be conceived that the wiſe and 
good Author of Nature could endue any crea- 
ture with a ſtrong deſire to continue in ex- 
iſtence, without intending to ſo inno- 
cent and reaſonable a paſſion. Nor is the de- 
fire merely innocent or reaſonable, but lauda- 
ble and meritorious. After having beheld with 
open eyes the glorious works of the Creator, 
it is even noble to wiſh for a perpetuity of 
knowledge and obſervation ; to dread a period 
being put to the faculties by which Nature is 
admuxed, ,and God adored; and to thirſt ra- 
ther for à more extenſive proſpect of the di- 
vine dominions, and an augmentation of powers 
prehend the laws, natural and moral, by 


to com 


which: the univerſe is upheld, ar P 
of its parts maintained. 
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uality of animals is G rel 80 
be capable of preſervation throꝰ entire changes 
| of body. The animating principle ſhifts its 
ſeat from one vehicle to another; attaches itſelf 
to the new-formed materials, which are nou- 
nen 3 


> 
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d throws off, like an anti- 


The 
SH well as the 


\ Ability "prevails; an 
quated garment, the former carcaſe. 


The ſurface is now ſpurned, on which 


nous tendency ; and the region of air is fanned 


miring delight, and the gay liberty of roving 
from ſcene to ſcene. This cannot fail to ſug- 
= any thoughtful ſpectator what a won- 
transformation' and developement of 
ers may be intended by the Author of Na- 
ene human ſpecies, 
dortnitories of Death. Awake, and fig,” Tays 
the ſublime Iſaiah, ye that dwell in the duft! 


or thy dw is as the dew of herbs, and the earth 


caft out the dead. 


The animating principle 


is not loſt, but ſuſpended. Though the root of 


4 tree, fays Job, wax old in the earth, and the 
flock thereof 4 in the ground, yet through the 
JAY, of water it will bud, and brim g forth boughs 
So man heth down, and riet 
| ee no more, The periſhed in- 

Aivictual reſts in hape 


nomy of deſtroying by Death the human off 


ſpring, and afterwards reſtoring them by a Re- 
| l Ce 3 furretion 


crept of late with a low and labo- 
with its fluttering wing, and traverſed with ad- 


after a repoſe in the 


till the Renovation of the 
Whole. Thus Moſes adores God int his o- 
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ſurrection fim the dead. Thow. turneft: Max ith 
Deftruftion,: ant: jayeft, (at a future period) Re- 
* enen, 
„ him off bo A 
In Ka 3 or by the! opanation':of 
what lam in Nature the Reſtoration of all pe- 
riſhed- things ſhall be effected, we are not in- 
formed, and perhaps have not the power. of 
comprehending; - Bat how capable Nature 18 
ning in her fertile womb the frods of 
all things reſtorable, of profyrring on end 
all their fluQtuations, and of giving them in due 
ſeaſon their requiſite expanſion, we can eaſily 
conceive. The Seed is incorruptihle, un- 
der the Word (or Fiat) of God, by which 
all will be born again. It lverh, fays St. 
Peter, it is permanent in its efficacy, and 
abideth for ever. And this, ſays he, is the Word 
(or, life-reſtoring Fiat) which ; by the Goſpel is 
preached unto you. The Scripture ſpeaks of the 
Reſurrection of Men as a New-Birth; and our 
eren bs te-atd of thet 
great operation as to inform us that the agents 
or pri of it are Vater and the Spirit: 
. when in order to inſtruct Nicodemus that the 
| of the Meſſiah will not be ſeen but 
in a future State of the World, he tells him, 


hat 
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chat mne Spectators of that Kingdom maſt firſt 
bo bo aguin: 1: e. raiſed from the dead, or pro- 
duced to a ſecond life, as by another Nativity. 
And he endeavours to remove Nicodemus's diffi- 
eulty (created by his own miſapprehenſion) of 
eonceĩving a ſecond birth of the fame Mother, by 
informing him that it is a Birth of Vater and 
the Spirit, like the firſt production of all 
things at the Creation, when the Spirit of God 
moved upon the face of the Waters, and gave 
animation to the ſyſtem of Nature. 


There being no need to dwell at this time 
any longer 


on the future State with which 
the preſent life is moſt certainly connected, let 
us proceed to indulge a curioſity neither offen- 
five nor illaudable, reſpecting that myſterious 
Antiquity which poſſibly may have given all 
things their preſent colour and poſition. 


It may be thought quite ſufficient for all the 
purpoſes of faith and conſolation, that the pre- 
ſent ſcene of things reſolves itſelf in the iffue 
Srcumiſtances in human life, and objefts with- 
in the compaſs of our obſervation, which in- 

e Cc 4 nates. — 
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cline or compel us to caſt ar-eye-backwaixl an 
events which preceded the preſent :appearaniccsy 
and operated as cauſes to produceithem, or. 
give them the form and colour they 


the hiſtory of this world will acccunt for its: 
phenomena; and where that fails to gontent. - 
our curioſity, a few cautious ſteps into the dark 
region of remoter time may not be reprehen- 
fible. Analogy, at leaſt, chaſtiſing the wild- 
neſs of the imagination, will provide us with 
e 

may become no man to deſpiſe. ; 


The facred volume of hiſtory, 8 
and prophecy lays open before us a view of the 
divine ions to the inhabitants of this 
globe, from the ereation of Adam to the trec-. 
tion of New Heavens and Earth. And accord- 
ing, this axponfoptution:. N 
wing creatures gradually 
ſelves and by the — — 4 


and moral and natural evil keeping — 


ſtrengthening each other, till the 


bn f wafers. 
bounded riot and 
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man, in whoſe fingle fall we ſee an innume+ 
rable race ſank at onct in a gulf of infelicities, 
——ñä 6 Cos, > 
rently connected with man, only as 
inhabitants of the ſame ſyſtem. If the fall in 
Paradiſe appears too ſlender for any thing more 
than the formal introduction of a ſtate of dif- | 
in reality on ancient and ex-- 
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cauſe no annals of it are brought down to dur 
erb. To tis the cartaſes of animals whoſs 
ſpecies belong not to the preſent ſyſtem, ard 
Rriking teſtimonies. For that any one ſpecies} 
created with Adam, 3 the 
Flood; we have no right to admit, as we ue 
told that pairs” of 'all without 
houſed in the ark for 
there any more ground to ſuppoſe 
one ſpecies has ſince that day been extirpated; 
it being undoubtedly the determination of the 
unchangeable Deity to keep up all things ac- 
cording to his firſt deſign, and to controul man 


Z his hoſtility too far againſt any ſpe-- 


in 
cies even of the moſt hurtful and terrible ani+ 
mals which moleſt his abode. And while the 
ſearchers into the ſubterraneous are at- 
tributing very juſtly much of the carcaſes and 
ſhells of animals which lie buried under moun- 
tains, to the vaſt ruins of the Deluge'of Noah, 
it is poſſible they may ſometimes alſo miſtake 
for the remains of the Antediluvian age, the 
more venerable veſtiges of a World and Syſtem 
of living creatures which came to its 
at a period much farther back, and to the 
ruins of which the orb unn 
indebted for its exiſtence. 


3 | —M 
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pon tha unity of deſign which may be expected 
tot pvevaib in all the works of the ſame Author, 
where they ſhock the ſuperior feelings of the 
mind, and where they involve the juſtice of the 
divine adminiſtration in clouds and darkneſs. 
What we now ſee of the ſtate of the brute- 
creation may poſſibly be the Second volume 
of the natural hiſtory af their tribes. And 


of the Deluge rendered him a pitiable ſpectacle 


396 On Human Litre, TY «> 


and a proper object of compaſſion ; after which 
time, and not before, God revealed his U 


Suprtmaey, and Loving-kindneſs, and ftyled 
hitfiſelf Abos A1. 


this world, which p 
precipitately that 


us from coneluding 


exiſtence to its inhabitants, or that they now 
firſt emerged 


out of non entity, fair and un- 


thing but in Love. 


his wid ves ben ved wind, tc 
by the Flood. And had it been a creation al - 
new. and independent of the tran- 


ſactions of a very high antiquity, it might poſt- 


ibly not have been made liable to fo ſudden a 


deſtruction, but formed on a principle of longer 
durability. And the 
ture newly formed, and to him purely inoffen- 


five, is not perhaps ſo eaſy to account for, as 
it is to ſuppoſe that he might be inſpired with 
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polluted, by the Fun of Him who createy n. 


nity, ; 
"Tis conermion prof 
us wich 4 mark of Severity in the firſt * 


is life was the * of 


enmity of Satan to a crea - 
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the idea of the divine bookof Job being ; 
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Gail cauſeth thee Ic forget conaerni thine iniquity 
The unhappy ſufforer arguas,on he ether hand. 
on the improptiety of puniſhing without renale 
ing alſo the crime: Nu mann lays be, ern 
mine iniguitiet and, fins ? . make: m to kHOπ]-/¾u 
tranſgrefſion and my n. And, Job. farthes:r62 
plics, againſt the, Pre-cxiſtence,. that it is uud 
profitable for. a man to labour in piety: in;this 
bfe, if it all amounts to nothing more thanithe 
diſcharge of an old ſcore of offences of which 
he is now unconſcious. : Though I were perfect, 
ſays he, yet ſhould I not know my fouls. i. e. my 
comfort from preſent virtue would be deftroyed 
by the idea of my unknown original guilt... I 

be wicked, by then labour I in uam i. e. if I 
be corrupt from unknown, inborn habit, why 


then ſhould I labour: to no purpoſe in cultiva- 
ting moral excellence? F I waſh myſelf with 
fnew-water, and make my. hands neuer ſo clean, 
plunge me in the ditch, and mine 
of 


yet ſhalt thou 
own clothes ſhall abhor me. All this 
Job's is highly reſented by Elihu, the moderator 
of the long debate. What man, . lays he, 1 
For he hath ſaid, It profiteth a man nothing that 
Be ho _ —_— a Then he 


desrine aden wy! * »9 


— gory — 
n i e. for adequate faults, though for- 
Fottem F wil not offend any more: Thur 'wibich 
er ur (having loft che remembfanee of niy 
guilt) Traci bon me: i. e. make 
wich it in due time. / I have done inigpuity, I 
/ db rg more. If! This would be an affront 
1 God, a in confeſſion, to put 
A as an iF — 26 
— rofl Nor could Elihu mean to 
recommend it to Job to put his proent crimi- 
. as a matter of doubt. 
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he is the repre u fig 
to lat, it is the author's idea that mankind in 
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things : (This is the etabliſhed rule of th 
verſe, that no views too diltant, 
paſt' or the future, Rod e th 
and interfere with the purpe 
by the preſent given ſtate of a7 beings? 
ay reno of NT 
are to come, with thoſe that ſhall come 
with all theſe ſentim 
ann 5 5 


ther ſhall there be 


cract conſiſtency 
the juſt and noble 
inivw chat whatſoever Ga _ 
ever.  Nithilig can be put tu 
taken from it. Hind God deeth it, 
bim. That which"Butb been, 5 
and that which ir to be, hath" already 
Goit requiverh, im its 
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by the wifeſt Philoſphers 
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1 Picious Angel who accuſed them from wel be- 
nning, and Was to be defeated in the end, 
Ny CT hk at AST gets 


That the Gospel enſa 
its gonnectio 1 — 
2 ale to us, Fj undeniable,” f Fran bat ply inti- 

the 
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955 21 height, the kigth, 2 breadth of the 
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